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The Minister for Lands: We are all bored!

The Minister for Railways: Can the mem-
ber for Swan suggest a board that would be
fairer?

Mr. SAMISON: Yes, I have indicated
that in my amendment. If the Commis-
sioner of Railways does not like the man
who is to be chairman, he may nob accept
him. I have every respect for the Com-
missioner, but none for legislation that is
50 lopsided.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must not reflect upon legislation.
My. SAMPSON: The - legislation has

neither a bedy to be kicked nor a soul to be
damned, so I am justified in damning this
Bill. What hope has the unfortunate loeal
authority in whose distriet the railway
crossing is located? If this provision is
made in the name of democracy, then—
without refleeting on the Minister—demo-
eracy has heen given an entirely new name.
The provision propeses to give the Commis-
sioner power to close erossings by a major-
ity vote, when two of the thrce members of
the board are appointed by the Commissioner,

The Minister for Railways: They are not.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 9
Noes 22
Majority agninst 13
AYES,
Mr. Cross Mr. Thorn
Mr. Hill Mr. Watts
Mr., Latham Mr. Willmout
Mr. Mclarty Mr, Doney
Mr. Sampson { Tellar.)
Nora
Mr. Corerley Mr. North
Mr., Fox Mr, Nulsen
Mr. Hawke Mr. Seward
Mr, J. Hegney Mr, Shearn
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Styants
Mr. Holman Mr. Tankin
Mr. Hughes Mr Trint
Mr. Leahy Mr, Willeock
Mr. McDonald Mr. Wise
Mr. Millington Mr, Withees
Mr. Needham AMr. Wilsen
fTeller. )
Amendment thus negatived.
Point of Order.
Mr. Thorn: Myr. Chairman, can ¥you
advise me how much time’ the Standing

Orders allow for members to resume their
seats ¥

The Chairman: A reasonable lime.
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Mr. Thorn: I wish yon would be reason-

able.
The Chairman: I remind the member for

Toodyay that he must not reflect on the
Chair. This is my flnal warning to kim on
that point.

Mr. Thorn: I am not reflecting, Sir.

Commitlée resumed.
Clauses ¢ to 12, Title—agreed to.
Mr., SAMPSON: I move— ‘

That the Bill be read a third time this day
six months.

The CHAIRMAXN : The hon, member may
not move such a motion at this juncture.
He may do so on the motion for the third
reading.

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 9.29 p.m,

Legistative Council,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PERTH HOSPITAL.
Lotteries Commission Grant,

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Ts the report appearing in the
“West Australian,” dated the 26th Septem-
ber, correct, wherein the Premier states that
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a cheque for £20,000 has been paid by the
Lotteries Commission as a first instalment
toward the erection of the new Perth Hos-
pital? 2, What are the “certain conditions”
entered upon between the Commiszion and
the Government whereby the Lotieries Com-
mission has agreed to pay interest and sink-
ing fund upon £445,000, being the estimated
cost of the first sectioh of the Perth Hos-
pital? 3, Will the same “certain condi-
tions” apply to all hospitals erected or pro-
posed to be erected in areas outside the
metropolitan area? 4, By what section of
the Lotteries Ac¢t do the Commissioners
pledge the future policy and financial opera-
tions of the Commission®

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Prevention of illegal lotteries within
the State and alteration of system of con-
ducting lotteries, so as to enable the Com-
mission to assist the Perth Hospital with-
out impairing the assistance being given
to country hospitals. 3, The Commission as-
sists all country hospitals to the utmost ex-
tent that its finances will permit. 4, Seec-
tion 2.

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN MILK
BOARD.

Tabling of Belance Sheet.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT asked the Chief
Seerctary: 1, Has the balance sheet of the
Metropolitan Milk Board for the year 1937-
1938 been laid upon the Table of the
House? 2, If not, why not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. 2, Tt is regretted that through an over-
sight, due to the papers being referred back
to the Board for further comments, which
were not received before Parliament had
risen, these papers were not laid on the

Table of the House last session. The mat-
ter is now rectified.
MOTION—WORKERS' COMPENSA-

TION AQT.
To Disallow Regulation.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter
(Fast) -—

That Repulation 19 ninde under the

Workers’ Compensation Act, 1912-1938, as pub-
Yished in the *fGovernmsn: Guzette’’ on the
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12th May, 1939, and laid on the Table of the
House on the 8th August, 1939, be and is
hereby disallowed,

HON. G. FRASER (West) [4.36]: I shall
not hold up the debate on this motion very
long. I should like to take this opportunity
to thank Mr. Baxter for having given me
a chance to say a few words on the matter.
From the tone of the debate it appears to
me that members have a misconception of
the actunl meaning of the regulation. The
view is apparently held that the regula-
tion has to do with the commencement of
the payment of compensation. Consequently,
many points have been introduced into the
debate that are cutirely foreign to the pur-
pose of the regulation. Summed up, the re-
gulation actually provides that in the event
of the suspension of payment of compen-
sation to a worker already in receipt of
sach payment, he will have power to demand
further payment within 24 hours of a claim
being made. That is the sum and sabstance
of the regulation, which proteets the em-
ployer in the event of his being able to
produce a medical certificate in support of
his action in discontinuing payment. I ask
members whether they consider it right for
an employer, on his own initintive and with-
out the backing of medical evidence, to dis-
continu¢ the payment of eompensation to
an employee who has established a claim to
the money. The regulation secks to prevent
that being dene.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: The State In-
suranee Office does it.

Hon. G. FRASER: I do noi eare who
does it; it is not right and should not be
done, and the regulation will prevent the
practice,

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Twenty-four hours
will not afford much time for an inquiry.

Hon. G. FRASER : Why should a person
discontinue payment without first having ob-
tained medical support? When a person
claims compensation his ease is investigated.
and eventually the insuranee company de-
cides that the claim is genuine and pays the
amount due to the claimant. But cvidently
in the past some employers or insuranece
coapanies, without receiving any profes-
sional adviee, have ceased the weekly pay-
ments to employees.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Suppose a man
will not be examined?

Hon. G. FRASER: It is no offence if
he will not be examined; bnt I have not
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known a ease in which g man has refused
to present himself for examination when re-
quested to do so.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: You do not know
much about the mattcr then.

Hon, G. FRASER: I have handled hun-
dreds of cases under the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act, and I have not yet had an in-
stance in which a person has refused to
submit himself for examination uwpon being
requested to do so by an insurance company.
If he did not present himself, he would
expect payments to cease.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That wouid not hap-
pen under this regulation?

Hon. G. FRASER: The regulation seeks
to give the employer the opportunity to cut
off the employee’s wages if he has not pre-
sented a doctor’s certifieate.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Ts there anything
in the regulations to say what shall be done
when a man does not submit himself to the
doetor?

Hon. G, FRASER: Not in this regula-
tion.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker:
trouble.

Hon. ¢-. TRASER: I know what t{rouble
would Lefall a2 worker if, when ordered to
present himsell before a medieal man, he
refrained from doing so.

Hou. H. 8. W. Parker: You cannot order
him to go.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1f a man's money
was cut off he would practically be foreed
to go. MMost men have to submit them-
selves frequently for medical examination.

Ilon, . 8. W. Parker: 1f they fail to do
so, their money is cut off.

Hon, G. FRASER: The worker will
always present himself lest his money be
eut off. This regulation will give the neces-
sary protection to those concernd.

IIon. H. 8. W. Parker interjected.

The PRESTDEXNT : The hon. member will
have an opportunity to reply to Mr. Fraser.

Hon. . FRASER: The regulation pro-
tocts “both the employer and the employee.
Evidently what has happened is that a man
who hag heen drawing pay weckly has sud-
denly been cot off from it. The reculation
gives the emplover the right to take that
eourse provided medical evidenee has been
obtained. I see no objeetion to the regula-
tion on that seore. Many instanees oceur in
which a man receives payment by the month

That is the
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and not by the week. The monthly inter-
val is altogether too long. The regulation
will cover that phase.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Payment is made
according fo the report.

Hon, G. FRASER: Generally speaking
men are not called up for medieal examina-
tion every week; but when a case hag heen
established payments are made weekly, fort-
nightly, or monthly.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Payment is made
after the certifieate is received.

Hon. G. FRASER: The regulation is
satisfactory, and I hope will be permitted to
stand.

On motion by Hon. G, W. Miles, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT,

Yo Disallow Regulations.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
ihe following motion by Hon. H. Seddon
{North-Iast) :—

That Regulations Nos. 85, and 134 {o 1803,
inclusive, made under the Native Adminis-
tration Act, 1903-1936, as published in the
“Government Gazette’’ on the Sth Heptem-
ber, 1932, and laid on the Table of the House
ou the 12th September, 1939, be and are
hereby disallowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [4.45): The first regulation
that Mr. Scddon desires this House to dis-
allew is No. 83, which reads as follows—

The Conunissivner may dircet that so much
of the wages of any native, not exceeding
73 per cent. of the total, shall be paid to him
in trust for such nutive in any manner he
may think hr, and the wages shall be paid
by the employer accordingly.
it (bis oceasion the honorable member did
not go to any great length in attempting to
justify the disallowance of the regulaticns.
On o previous ocveasion when these regula-
tions were discussed by the Chamber, muck
debate ensued concerning No. 85. I went
to a great deal of treuble to give the House
information which 1 feel sure, in the opinion
of the majority of members, justified that
rezulation. T do not intend st this time to
speak at any great length upon the subject.
Tt is necessary, however, T shounld inform the
House that while it is not a rule of the de-
partment to put this reguiation into opera-
*ion as far as adult natives are conecerned--
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cxeept on rare oceasions—more often than
not the rule is to put into operation this
regulation where wards of the department
are concerned. Members probably know that
all patives under 21 are wards of the De-
partment of Nalive Affairs. In many in-
staneces, younger boys and girls particularly,
when sent out from various institutions into
employment, arc required by the department
to agree—the emplovers as well—that a cer-
fain percentage of their earnings shall be
paid into a trnst acecount held in their name.
The veason for the 75 per eent. deduction
—it appears to he a large amount—is that
in many eases boys and girls earn only,
say, 7s. fid. or 10s. a week. Tt is the
department’s view that both for boys and for
girls, pocket-money amounting to 2s. 64,
a weel is sufficient.

Hon. L. Craig: Have they to clothe them-
selves ont of that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They are
«<lothed out of the trust funds.

Hon. L. Craig: Do the regulations say
that¥

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They need
not state it. Usually the employer and the
department agree what shall be provided,
particularly for the younger natives. In
practice the employer agrees with the de-
partment to pay into the fund a certain
proportion of the wages, and the money is
banked to the credit of the individual native
in a separate account in his name.

Hon. L. Craig: That applies to orphan
boys and girls.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. L. Craig: Ezcepl that the orphan.
age has the money that in the case of the
natives is paid to the department.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The amount
wvaries in accordance with the particular or-
phanage concerned. 1 can quote instances
-showing that the hon. member’s remark does
not apply. T know of cases where it has
Yeen insisted that a larger amount should
‘be paid to the orphanage, and this amount
has not necessarily gone into a trnst fund
on behalf of the individual chiid-

Hon. L. Craig: Do orphanages clothe the
children?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In the in
stances of which I speak, all the trust ac-
counts are audited by the Aunditor General.
Where the wages are more than 7s. 6d. or
10s. a week and keep—they may amount to
30s. or cven £3 a week—the pereentags
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agreed upon is naturally mnch lower. The
percentage paid inte the trust fund may
be 25 or even 10, as the Commissioner or
the department may determine.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Is the money paid to
the native when he reaches 21 years of age?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As I previ-
ously explained, immediately the native
reaches the age of 21 years the aceount is
transferred to him, if he so wishes. In some
instances there is no desire that that course
shall be adopted. Members will agree that
the department is not likely fo make state-
ments of this kind unless they are abso-
lutely correct; and I say emphatically that
it is in the best interests of natives, par-
tienlarly those who are wards of the depart-
ment, that there shall be a check, in the
direction I have indicated, upon the money
they earn. One or two persons have been
sufficiently interested to prosecute inquiries
at the office of the Commissioner of Native
Affairs regarding the application of the
regulation under discussion, as well as of
other regulations. I have not yet met
ong individual who, having made personal
inquiries along these lines, has not been
absolutely satistied with the methods adopt-
ed. Notwithstanding that fact, the House
is asked to consider a motion to disallow
a regulation beecause something may hap-
pen! That the authority provided in the
regulation should be given to the Commus-
sioner of Native Affairs is absolutely neces-
sary, although the authority is not exer-
cised with regard to adults, except on rare
oecasions, In one or two instances the de-
partment bas had knowledge that the em-
ployer was not carrying out his obligations
and was not paying the wages agreed upon.
We must always remember that the de-
partment exists for the protection of the
native, and in instanees such as I have men-
tioned the Commissioner has insisted that a
certain percentage—he it 20, 25, or 50 per
cent., it matters not—shall be paid into the
trust acecount on behalf of the native con-
cerned. By that means the department en-
sures that the naiive shall reevive the pay-
ment to which he is entitled. There have been
odd eases whare the department has been sat-
isfled that the natives concerned were not
sufficiently ecareful regarding their wages. In
order to protect them and, in some instances,
their relatives, the department has insisted
that a percentage of the wages shall be paid
into trust acecounts. T could talk for an hour
or more on instaneces of that deseription, and
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s0 I say that the vegulution is ahsolutely
necessary. That does not mean that should
the regulation be approved, every native
will be called upon to pay a eertain per-
centage of his wages into a trust account,
but that the departinent will have the right
to proteet the interests of natives copeerned
should the necessity arise to do so.

Let me deal with another aspect of this
purticular regmlation and make 8 eompari-
son between what obtains here and the praec-
tiee elsewhere. Queensland is probably the
State moest comparable to Western Australia
from the standpoint of the number of
natives under the care of the department.
In the northern State an entircly different
system operates,  An Arbitration Counrt
award covering natives has been issned. I
can imagine some members of this House
who from time to time have employed
natives, holding up their hands in horror at
the thought of an Avbitration Comrt award
for natives! In Queensland, instead of the
department being able to arrange for a per-
centage of natives’ wages being paid into
trust fonds, the whole of the money earned
by aborigines has to be paid to the depart-
ment. Conirast that with the position in
Western Australia! Again I remind mem-
bers that when diseussing this important
question, or when viewing the regulations
as a whole, they must bear in mind that the
Department of Native Affairs was estab-
lished for the protection of natives.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: What access has the
Queensland native to the fund to which vou
refer?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A certain
percentage is taken from the money paid
into the fund and is used in the interests of
the natives generally. As a result, a huge
sum has been aceumulated, and that enables
the Queensland department to do many
times more for these people than we can
possibly do for the natives in Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The fund in Queens-

land amounts to over £300,000,

" The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 am not
sare of the total amount, but I believe if is
over £250,000,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Then the native in
Queensiand does not receive any of the
money at alt?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : No. The em-
ployer must pay the full wage to the de-
partment, which retains a percentage for
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the purpose of making provision for the
aborigines generally. The individual native
is entitled to whatever balance there may
be in his uccount. When members regard
as rather strunge a provision under which
we endeavour to protect natives by a re-
gnlation such as that under discussion,—I
think some were vather inclined to listen
to certnin representations by Mr. Seddon
-~I hope they will consider both sides of
the question and reach a decision that the
regulation in question is essential. I can
speak with considerable experience regard-
ing the application of that and other re-
guiations. I was not in charge of the De-
partment of Native Affairs for a few years
without having many unusual and, in some
instanecs, very stramge exporiences. I ean
vouch tor the aceuracy of my statement
that I do not know of one instance where
a eomplaint has been lodged regarding
wmoney paid into a trust account in com-
pliance with the regulation, whether that
complaint was lodged by the native him-
seif or by someone acting on his behalf, in
which the complainant has not been quite
satisfied with the position when explained
to him. The department has quite a con-
siderable organisation dealing with the
affairs of nalives who have trust accounts.
kept for them, There are officers whose
duty it iz to visit the various stores in the
metropolitan area to buy the requirements
of the natives. In most instances they ean
Imiy under better conditions than the
natives themselves eould possibly hope to do..
We have letters of thanks and congratu-
lation from scoves of aborigines who have
expressed the appreciation of what the
departmental officials have done on their
behalf, If the regulation in question is
disallowed, the department will not be em-
powered to carry on work of that deserip-
tion.

The other provisions that Mr. Seddon
seeks to have disallowed are Regulations
134 to 139 (a) inclusive. There is no
necessity for me to rvead them.
Members have read the regulations for them-
selves, and know the purport of them. First
of all, it is provided that before a mission
can be cstablished, it is necessary that a per-
mit he nbtained from the department. We
go further and provide that whoever shall
he in charge of a mission shall also obtain
a permit from the department before assum--
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ing comtrol of that mission. Uther regulu-
tions provide that those engaged in the mus-
sion field shall also have a permit if they
wixh to earry on their work with the natives.
A zood deal has been said about the miguity
_of this proposal, und there has been a lot
of unfair propaganda spread through this
State, the Bastern States, New Zealand and
the Old Country. 1 wish to assure the
Hounse that nothing has oceurred since the
last diseussion that took place on the subject
of these regulations to alter the opinion of
the Government concerning the necessity for
them. Tet me deal first of all with the es-
tablishment of a mission. One would asgsume
from the remarks of Mr., Seddon that no
person, no matter who he might be, would
have the right to establish a mission
wherever he pleased and under whatever con-
ditions he liked, so long as there was to he
Government supervision., There have been
instances within recent times of establisheq
nissions complaining that other persons have
endeavoured .to start imissions and have at-
tempted to take from the already-established
missions the natives that were there. Fur-
ther, some of those people did nof bear the
best of characters, and I think that those
members of this House who have a fairly
goorl knowledge of the North will not re-
quire me to give to this House information
about the partienlar plaeces or individuals
concerned. Suffice it to say that there are
concrete instances of men who perhaps were
not associated with any, shall I say, recog-
nized mission anthority, going through the
North country and claiming fhat they were
missionaries: and heeanse they made that
clainy, they considered they were entitled
do things in sopme cases that no self-respeet-
ing individual would attempt to do any-
where else,

HTon. J. J. Holmes: Beeause a man puts
his collar on back to front, he shouid not
he permitted to zo anvwhere he likeq
amonast the natives.

The CHIEP SECRETARY : 1 agree with
the honorahle member, and so 1 =appose he
will he in sympathy with the rezulations in
question and will amree that they are
necessary.  The honorable member put the
rosition pithily in his interjection. Berause
an individual deseribes himself as a mission
worker or a missionary, does not neeessarily
mean that he is a most desirable nerson for
work amonest the natives. Mr. Seddon sail
that there should he no distinction in respect
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to the teaching of the Gospel amongst tue
natives, 1 cannot quote his vemarks word
for word, but I think that is the substance of
what he said. It was something to the
effect that no matter who the individual
might be, or what he was professing to
teuch, there should be no distinetivn. Later
on he qualificd this statement by adding,
“So long as they were Christians.”

Hon. H. Seddon: On a peint of e¢x|lana-
tion. I contended that it was a recognised
prineiple of the British Empire that
there should be no interference with reli-
gions teaching, and later I spoke of teaching
the Christian veligion. That is differcut
from what the Chief Seeretavy has said.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I thought I
had qualified my remarks with reference to
the honorable member's statement. Sup-
pose & Chinese who had been in this ecountry
for a few vears decided to become a mis-
sionary and that he intended to teach, nut
the Christian religion, hut some other veii-
gion, would the honorvable member say that
that Chinese would he eutitled to go alog:r
to the natives in the North and spread his
particalar Gospel?

Hon, H. Seddon: I said a member of the
British Empire.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
intend te deal at length with that point,
except to say that the department has had
many years' experience on these questions.
1t bas no objection to missions being estab-
lishe@ in places where it is recognised that
they ean he of some value and so long us
ther are not comjeting against some other
estainlished mission, In  instances of that
kind, missionaries will not enrcounter much
ohjection from the department. That is a
reasonable attitnde to adopt. On the other
hand, if a mission is established in a district
and someone clse comes along with the ob-
jeet of entiring natives from that mission,
the department will prevent himt from doing
so. Then there is the person that an hon.
member referred to, the person who more
or less has an association with some estah-
lished society, and who goes to the back
country. T have the utmost respeet for
some of those men; I know them, but there
are others for whom I have nothine but the
greatest  pontempt. While T was in
charge of the Department of Native Affairs,
individuals of that tvpe had extreme
diffienlty in wotting a permit to enable them
te associate with the natives, as they are
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empowered to do once they are recognised
as missionaries. Let it not be forgotten
that we do not interfere with religions
tenching in any shape or form, All we have
to do in connection with these regumiations
is to see that those engaged in mission work
are men and women of good character,
people whoe can be relied upon to do a
fair thing by the natives. I think this is
apl to he overlooked, that with the amend-
moent of the Native Administration Aect the
same power was given to missions and mis-
sionaries as is held by the Child Welfare
Department, and all that we ave asking of
members of missions is that thoge eoncerned,
or the people employed by them, shall be
subject to conditions similar to those applied
te our own officers. I remind members that
these missions are given authority to teach
native children, and authority to establish
hospitals, and in fact to do everything that
15 done for white children by our own State
Welfare Department, I think I said
enough last session, when dealing with these
regulations, to give members food for thought
in that partienlar eonnection. And so it
does seem to me that if members support
My. Seddon in his desire fo disallow the
regulations in question, they should have
due regard as to what the results might be.

Ever since there has heen in this State
an Aborigines Department, later known as
the Department of Native Affairs, it has
been an offerice for anyv person to be found
on a native reserve without a permit. We
have heen particularly lenient towards those
who profess to be mission workers, and we
have never taken exception to their going
on resorves. We have never asked that
they should have authority, provided of
course we knew that they were operating
there. Execept in those cases where we have
had information concerning a certain type
of individual and the practicos that
were bheing carried out, authority to enter
reserves has not been withheld. If these par-
ticular regnlations are disallowed, we shall
have to fall back upon the Act, and the
Act says that nobody, except the superin-
tendenl of reserves, shall be entitled to gu
on the reserves without written authority.
Is the department to take that particular
action and prosecute those men simply
because a wrong idea may exist about the
regulations, an idea that they are interfer-
ing with the feaching of the Bible? There
is no trnth whatever in that, and I have
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the assurance of the Commissioner that
sinec he has been Commissioner of Native
Affairs, he has not beard any complaing
regarding the teaching of the Gospel, unless
some member would like to gquote that the
depariment has taken exception to certain
individuals continming to engage in mission-
ary effort.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: By that you mean
undesirable men.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: [n the
opinion of the department men who are not
suited for the work and undesivable from
the point of view of charaeter.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: The Comissioner of
Native Affairs would have to get the Minis.
ter's authority before taking action.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There ure
instances where the Commissioner has had to
take action without delay. Probably the
Minister’s authority was obtained after-
wards. Xven in those cases he has not the
power to remove an individual exeept by
prosecution. The reguiations the hon, mem-
ber desires to disallow will overcome that
dilficulty. All that we ask is that before a
mission is established, a permit shall be
obtained frem the deparfment, and having
secured that we say to those engaged in the
work, that they too must have a permir. The
regulations are not framoed becaunse these
people are preaching the Gospel, but
because they are heing given permits under
the Act to deal with the natives who are
being looked after by particular mssions
ot missionaries.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Have you authority
to eancel the permils at present?

The CHIEF SECRETAKY: Yes, these
permits can be eancelled, and in order to
meet the desires of what I thought and
still believe was a majority of the organi-
sations engaged in missionary  effort
amongst the natives, we have provided for
an appeal board. Therefore I cannot un-
derstand why thero should be any objection
to the regulations. In ninety-nine eases
out of a hundred the granting of a per-
mit would be purely o formal matter. Take
an Anglican mission; there has been a
good deal of complaint about one or two
employees of Angliecan missions at various
times, just as there have been complaints
about employees of other missions, Sup-
pose the Archbishop of Perth submitted to
the Commissioner of Native Affairs that
he was engaging a certain individeal, say,
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for the Forrest River Mission, and the
Commissioper, knowing the individual and
his or her character, suggested that the
services of somebody else should be secured
because the individual propesed was not
satisfaclory from the departmental point
of view: The Avchbishop would naturally
want to know tbe reason, and the Commis-
sioner wouid tell him, I venture to say that
the Archbishop would adopt the attitude,
““Very well, if that is the case, it is some-
thing of which we have no knowledge, and
we shall be only too pleased to substitute
another individual.”’ That is what would
take place, Suppose, on the other hand,
the Commissioner of Nulive Affairs did not
know the individual eoncerned, he would
accept the Archbishop’s word and issue a
permit, and if the individual proved un-
satisfactory from a departinental point of
view, the Commissioner, through the Min-
ister, of eourse, would cancel the permit.

Hon, L, Craig: Or see the Archbishop
again,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Certainly.
In the event of the Arechbishop, the or-
ganisation or the church being dissatisfied,
we provide, by Regulation 139A, for an
appeal board. The following is the com-
stitution of the appeal hoard:—

Where any person has been refused a per-
mit as a superintendent or manager of a
mission or mission worker, or, being the holder
of n permit as a superintendent or manager of
a mission, or mission worker, has received noti-
fication of the revecation of such permit, then,
nobwithstanding anything to the contrary conm-
tained in Regulations 135 to 138, both inelu-
sive, of these regulntions, such person shall,
subject to this regulation, have a right of ap-
peal to a hourd of referenve against such re-
fusal or revocation, and the following pro-
visions shall apply:—

{a) The person desiring to appeal shall,
within onc month after 1he refusal of the
permit or after the receipt by him of the
notification of the revocation of his permit, as
the ease may be, serve upon the Commissioner
in writing under his hand notice of appeal
stating therein the grounds of such appeal.

(b) Tpon rcceipt of such a notice of ap-
peal, the Commissioner shall forthwith inform
the Minister thereof, and the Minister shall,
as soon as reasonably may be, cause a board
of reference to be constitnted to hear and de-
termine such appeal.

(e) A board of reference for the purposes
of this regulation shall consist of five persons,
namely—

(i) The Commissioner of Native Affairs or

his deputy;

[COUNCIL.)

(ii) one person nominated by the governing
body of the Chureh of England ir
Perth;

(iii) one person nominated by the governing
body of the Roman Catholic Chureh
in Perth;

(iv) one person nominated by the governing
body of the Presbyterian Church in
Perth; and

(v) oue person nominated by the governing
bodies of all the wnonconformist
churches in Perth aeting together as
one body for the purposes of making
such nomination,

Then follow achinery elauses,

Hon. ;. W, Milex: What could be faiver?

The CHIEF SEC.ETARY: The board
would consist of representatives of the
various religious bodies actively engaged
in missionary elforts among the natives,
plus the Commissioner of Native Affairs,
What could be fairer? Yet we find repre-
sentatives of one or more missionary or-
ganisations disseminating propaganda ve-
garding what might be termed the iniquity
of these regulations. If I remember rightly,
when I dealt with the disallowance of re-
gulations last session, I was ealled upon
to speak for several hours. Whenever this
subject is introduced, I can still fnd
it possible to talk for hours, but on this pe-
casion 1 do not propose to ao so.

Hon. H 8. W. Parker: Do the missions
reeeive any CGovernment funds?

The CHTEF SECRETARY : Most of the
missions, not all, are subsidised on the basis
of so much per head, generally speaking,
but not for all inmates. The amount in-
volved is a few thonsand pounds a year.
This is not as much as we would like to
give, but is the best we have becn able to
do.

Hon. G. B. Wood: In any event the na-
tives would receive the henefit of the few
thousands of pounds?

The CHIEY SECRETARY: Of couorse.
T again submit o members that, even though
there may be objection to the individuat
occupying the position of Commissioner of
Native Affairs, he is the head of a depart-
ment and has a statutory responsibility to
look after the interests and affairs of the
natives in this State. He has had many
vears of exXperience; he has a very efficient
staff, and his field officers would ecompare,
I helieve, more than favourably with many
of those engaged in the mission work. Be-
fore we disallow regulations of this kind we
should have some regard for the viewpoint
of the department. T have heard members
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in this Chamber express remarks derogatory
of the Commissioner, but I venture to assert
the time will come—and I think it is not
far distant—when m«mbers will realise that
whatever the Commissioner has endeavoured
to do in matters of this kind, he has done
in the interests of the natives, The Com-
missioner is not likely to he much longer
in the service of the State; he is approach-
ing the retiring age. Therefore it cannot
be suggested that he is proposing these
regulations with the object of ensuring that
conditions will be made easier for himself
or of securing more power than he has had
heretofore.

Many of the regulations to which excep-
fion was taken last year on the ground of
the Commissioner’s being called upon to do
«certain things have been amended to pro-
vide that the Minister shall do those things.
Personaily, T do not agree with the altera-
tion, but it has been made.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It means the same
Se0-38W.

The CHIRE SECRETARY: It will give
the Minister more work.

Hon, E. I}, Angelo: And will place more
responsibility on the Minister.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, becanse
in all such cases the Minister accepts the
Tespoisibility, at any rate, when any serious
question is involved. Mr. Seddon referred
to the Canberra conference and quoted reso-
Iutions of the conference that he thought
justified hi= motion for the disallowance of
the regulations. I think the tables can be
turned on the honourable member, What does
he know of the discussions at the conference
held in Canberra? He is aware that the
details of the discussions have not been pub-
lished.

Hon. H. Seddon: The
“been published.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Some of the
resolutions have been published, and the re-
solutions ¢(uoted by the honourable member,
in my opinion, support these regulations
tafher than having the opposite effect, as
was suggested by him.  Surely there is no
Thardship in requiring & mission organisation
4o submit to the department, which is res-
ponsible for all natives under 21—and most
of the inmates of missions are under 21—
+the names of persons proposed to be em-
ploved, not necessarily to preach the Gospel,
but in the varions undertskings that re-
present part of the missions’ activities. We

resolutions  have
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have already provided by regulation that if
the Commissioner is of opinion that a per-
mit should not be issued, an appeal can be
made to a board of reference, and no board
could possibly be fairer than the one pro-
posed, If what 1 say is true, 1 cannof for
the life of me understand why there should
be sueh objection to these regulations. T
do not propose to enter into any more de-
tails. Members have suffieient knowledge
of the subject from the debates which took
place last session, and if they care to refresi.
their memories, they have the “Hansard” re-
ports to refer to. These regulations are
absolutely necessary in the interests of th-
natives themselves. The Act provides fer
certain things, and the regulations econsti-
tute the machinery by which these things
shall be earried out.

Hon. W, J. Mann: Do not those things
become automatic? Are there no regula-
tions leading up to them?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The indivi-
dual eoncerned would have to snbmit his
appeal in writing in one month.

Hon. W. J. Mann: To whom?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : To the Com-
missioner.

Hon. W. J. Mann: And the Commissioner
would call the board together?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The Commissioner has
no power to disallow a permit?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No.

Hon W. J. Mann: That seems fair.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: “The Com-
misstoner shall forthwith inform the Minis-
tev thereof and the Ministor shall, as soon
as veaconably may be, cause a board of
referencee to he constituted to hear and dn-
termine such appeal” Inelnded in the
machinery elauses are the following—

(i) Tt the uppellnnt fails, without reason-
able exeuse, to attend before the board of
reference at the time appointed for the hear-
ing of the appeal, such appeal shall be forth-
with dismissed: but if the board of reference
is satisfied that the failure of the appellant to
attend at the time appointed for the hearing
of the appeal is excusable, the board may ad-
journ the hearing of the appeal as it may
think fit.

(k) On the hearing of the appeal the hoard
of reference may either allow or dismiss the
appeal, and in every case the decision of the
board shall be final and binding upon the ap-
pellant and the Minister,

(1) Where the board of reference allows an
appeal the Minister ghall forthwith give effect
to the decision of the board in accordance with
the terms thereof; =ad where the board of
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reference has dismissed an appeal against the
revacation of a permit, the Minister shall forth-
with thereafter publish notification of such
revocation in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ as
required by Regulation 137,

There are one or two other c¢lauses that T
bave not read. 1 reiterate that the faet
that strong cbjection should be raised to
these regulations passes my understanding
and partienlarly that the people concernedl
should be the ones who are endeavouring to
have the regulations disallewed. I oppose
the motion and T hope members will sup-
port me in endeavouring to sccure the re-
tention of the regulations.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [5.30]:
1 do not intend to speak at any length, but
I do wish to explain my vote on this oe-
casion. [ shall deal first with Regulation
85, which has been so fully dealt with by
the Minister. Last time this and other re-
gulations were before the House on a
motion for their disallowance, I was taken
to task by many of my friends for having
voted tor Regulation 83, which allows the
Commissioner lo have a eertain proportion
of a native’s wages deducted and sent to
the department to be taken charge of.
I explained to my friends that unfortun-
ately the Act deals with the entire State,
and that when regulations were gazetted
they had to be wide enough to cover the
entire State. T have made inquiries re-
garding the present position under the re-
gnlation; aud I am told by the Commis-
sioner—moreover this is econfirmed by the
Minister in  charge of the department—
that in the whele of the North-West there
are only two wards afiected by the regu-
lation. Thev are two lads, aged 16 and 17,
employed in the Kimberleys. They are wards
of the BState, and half their wages is in
ecach ease sent down to the Commissioner,
who banks= the money in the native’s own
name for him,

Hon. H. Seddon: What about adults?

Hon. E. 1I. ANGELO: I say that those
are the only two natives affeeted by the
regulation in the whole of the North-West.
T want to make that elear, because it shows
how little some of my pastoral friends
knew of the faets when they thought 1 was
wrong in supporting the regulation on the
last oceasion of its coming |lefore the
House. T consider it an excellent regula-
tion. To me the Commissioner appears to

[COUNCIL.]

he acting in the way a wise father would
act in the e¢ase of children, Further, as the
Minister has assured us, the regulation af-
fects only wards.

The Chief Secretary: No. IHHowever, those
ave the only cases.

Hon. E. H, ANGELO: The only cases so
far as my Provinee is eoncerncd. 1 can
oniy g¢ by what has happened. In the
whole of the North-West, where we have
more natives employed than in the rest
ot the State, there are only two young lads
of 16 and 17 vears whose wages are in
any way aflected by that regulation.

Hon, C. T. Baxter: Being wards of the
State, they are under the regulation,

Hon. E. H, ANGELO: The money is
banked by the Commissioner in their own
names on their behalf. I repeat, we can
obly go by what has happened; and I am
assured that that is the present position.
My remarks vefer to the whole distriet
from Geraldton to the Kimberleys,

Hon. H. Seddon: Do you say that there
are no natives apart from those in your
eleetorate whose money has to be sent down
to the Commissioner?

Hon. E. H. ANGELOQ: The position is as
stated in my protest, so I am assured by
both the Minister and the Commissioner.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You must have mis-
uhderstood them.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I have not heard
of another ecase,

The Chief Secretary: What were you as-
sured of?

Hon, E. H, ANGELO: I was assured by
the Commissioner that in the North-West
there were only two wards affected by the
regulation,

The Chicf Secretary: But there are many
affeeted by it outside the North-West.

Hon, E, . ANGET.O: TYes I think I
made myself clear,

Hon. J. J. Ilolmes: Do you know that
the Commissioner can deduct np to 753 per
cont, of the wages?

Hon, E, TI. ANGELO: If he thinks it
necessary, However, as the Minister has
pointed out, the Commisioner is plared in
rharge of the important work of taking
carve of all natives in the State, ITe fune-
tiens under un Aet, and he has to frame
repnlations whieh enable him to earry out
his duties, T have no fault to find with Re-
rrulation 83. Now regarding the regulalion
a8 to permits for establishing missions: 1
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must also snpport the Commissioner’s
policy in that respect. The Minister has
stated reasons why it is necessary that the
Government should say when a new mis-
sion is to be established. On one aspeet of
the matter the hon. gentleman did not touch,
and I will do so briefly. May I say that I
went up fo the North 52 years ago and lived
there for many years, ineluding 20 years
on the Gascoyne. Probably I have seen
more of the native life of Western Awus-
tralia than has any other member of this
Chambler. On numgerous ‘oecasions—both
recently and years ago—7T have had talks
with natives on religious matters. In many
cases T have found that there is confusion
in their minds, and bewilderment, as to what
they are heing tawght. This applies
especially to nomad natives. A nomad
native gors to one mission and is taught
coerfain doctrines. He goes to another mis-
sion and is taught other doctrines, T
remember one native saying he went to a
mission where the father in charge took
him to church and talked a langnage which
was not English, “I no know what he talk.
Then I go to unother mission, and there they
make prayer out of hook different to other
fellow.” Then the native goes to yet another
mission, and thern also the teaching is
altogethor different.  Ts it not fair and right
for the department to declare that it is not
fo the native's benefit to receive these con-
flicting teachings?

Hon. A. Thomson:
people?

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: Does the hon.
member noderstand why there is all this
diffcrenee of religious opinion?

Hon. A. Thomsen: No.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I certainly do not
know. The department says, “Let the
Anglicans have their mission here, and the
Roman Catholics can go to another part of
the district, and the Presbyterians to yet an-
other, and so on.”

The Chief Seeretary: There are zones.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Yes, and that is
what the position should be until the
churches come together and prepare for the
natives a simple ritual covering the main
prineiples of the Christian religion. But I
fear we shall never get the churches to do
that.

Hon. C. F. Baxfer: The missions find all
the money.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

What about white
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Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Yo, they do not
all find all the money. The hon. member is
mistaken, Some missions find all the money;
others do not. It is undoubtfedly advisable
for the Government to have a say where
missions should be started. I come to a
further point. A good deal has been said
by people connected with religious bodies,
and also by Mr. Seddon, to the effeet that
no license should be required for teaching
the pgospel. 1 entirely agree with that.
Every person should be ahle to go out and
preach the Christian religion wherever he
50 desires. If I thought that that was not
being permitted, I would bave fo support
Mr. Seddon’s motion. However, I again
have the word of the Commissioner and of
the Minister confrolling the department, that
that is not the case at all, but that anyone
can go out and preach the gospel anywhere
provided he does not go on to & mnative
reserve, If anyone is to blame in that case,
Parliament is, because the Act distinetly
states, in Section 14, that it shall not be
lawful for any person other than a native to
enter or remain upon pr be within the
boundaries of a native reserve for any pur-
pose whatsoever unless he is a superintend-
ent or a person acting under his direction
or an inspector or a director authorised in
that behalf under the regulations. That
is why the regmlations are tframed en-
abling the Commissioner to allow pe_op_le to
go upon native reserves. The Commissioner
assures me that he has no objection what-
ever if he knows the person, but that he
certainly considers t his duty to the Gov-
crnment, to Parliament and to the people
of the State to be quite satisfied as to who
iz poing on native reservations. He has no
trouble whatever with the recognised mis-
sions controlled by churches. There it is
simply a matter of form. A church says,
“Mr. So-and-so is going to sueh a place”
and the Commissioner says, “All right.” But
the Commissioner has to be extremely eare-
ful to see who else goes on reservations and
is not connected with these religious bodies.
Perhaps it is a pity that the word “permit”
crept into the regulation. The objeet could
have been achieved in a much more friendly
manner by stating that the religious bodies
affected should write to the Commissioner
saying, “a Mr. So-and-so is leaving for such
and such a place”. The word “permit”
seems to stiek in the throats of many people.
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The Chief Secretary: What ahout the
word “license”?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: The Act distinctly
says what is to be done. Parliament has
laid down that no one can enter a native
reserve unless he first obtains the Commis-
sioner’s authority to do so. With all my
experience of the law, all my experience of
natives, hesides my experience of a good
many people who have gone on native reser-
vations under the pretence of doing their
duty by the natives from a religious aspect,
I am convineced that the vregulations are
quite correet. Therefore 1 regret that I
cannot support Mr. Seddon’s motion.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.43]: My remarks will be few,
but I want to draw the attention of the
House to some questions which T asked the
Chief Secretary on the 21st instant. My
first guestion was whether a eonference had
been called between the Honorary Minister,
then in charge of the Department of Na-
tive Affairs, and the mission and ehurch
organisations as to regnlations disallowed by
the Council. The reply was, yes. Another
question was how many persons attended
the conference, and the Chief Secretary in-
dicated their number and named them. My
last ¢question was what motions, if any, were
carried at the conference. The Minister's
reply referred me to the account of the
proceedings which appeared in the “West
Anstralian” of the 1G6th and 17th February
last, as well as the official account, eopies
of which were laid on the Table. I quote
from the report that or® the motion of Mr.
Tulloch the conference deeided that Regula-
tions 134 to 139A, relating to licenses and
permits in respeet of missions and mission
workers, be rejerted, and that the depart-
ment be asked to submif alternative pro-
posals. The motion was earried with only
three dissentients, The point T make, how-
ever, is that the depavtment apparently
trenfed the conference with scant respeet.

Hon. J. Cornell: There was not murh
Christian charity shown at it.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: In speaking on
the regulations last vear I snggested that a
conference should he held—a round-table
talk. I do not know whether the conference
I have mentioned resulted from that sug-
gestion; but the conference was held and,
to use Mr. Cornell’s words, a spirit of
Christian charity did not mark the proceed-
ings.

{COUNCIL.]

The Honorary Minister: It did on our
side, but not on the side of the churches.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: The department’s
attitude seems unbending. The resolution
I read was carried by 37 of 40 representa-
tive people.

Hon. J. Cornell:
unbending, too.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: That is sufficient
Jjustification for me to support the disallow-
anee of the regulations.

On motion by Hoen. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

Many of them were

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.

1, Industries Assistance Act Continuance.

2, Mortgagees’ Rights Restriction Act Con-
tinuance.

3, Financial Emergency Act Amendment.

4, Toodyay Cemeteries.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, W. H.
Kitson—West) [5.52]: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as is necessary to enable the Pro-
fiteering Prevention Bill and the War Funds
Regulation Bill to pass through all stages at
one sitting.

1 regret the necessity for having to intro-
duec such legistation, but experience guides
us in matters of this kind. Experience
shows that it is necessary to introduce
legislation to deal with the subject matters
of these two Bills. The question may be
asked why we seek authority to deal with
them at any one sitting of the House., All
I need say in reply is that after war was
declared the Prime Minister of the Cam-
monwealth—within 24 hours—notified the
Premiers of the States that he desired to
meet them in eonference in order to dis-
cuss matters eonneeted with the war. One
can well imagine the importance of the
questions requiring his attention and the
attention of the Premiers when I say that
within a few minutes of the opening of the
conference the Prime Minister introdueed
the subject of emergency legislation to deal
with profiteering.  The conference was
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«called so urgently that our own Premier
had to leave Parliament House by motor
to eateh a train that had already left
Perth, some distance further up the track.
That is my reason for asking that auth-
-ority be given to deal with these measures
irrespective of the Standing Orders. Every
day lost will make a considerable differ-
wnee to our people. The matter is entirely
in the hands of the House. If members de-
-cide there is no hurry for this legislation
of eourse I must submit to their will; but
I point out that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has made it clear that no time
should be lost in passing this legislation.
That should be sufficient justification for
the passing of the motion, All the other
States are following the Commonwealth’s
lead in this matter,

Hon. G. W, Miles: But not passing the
legislation at one sitting.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : As a matter
of fact, I believe a deputy commissioner
has heen appointed in each of the States.
My, Nicholson shakes his head.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is not so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Pre-
mier informed me just before we met this
afternoon that a deputy commissioner had
been appointed in each State. The hon.
member is aware that we nominated a cer-
tain gentleman te fill that position. He was
sent away hurriedly to Canberra to take
part in a conference at which the deputy
commissioners were to be present.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Minister refers
to the deputy commissioncrs appointed
under the Commonwealth Aet, which is a
totally different thing from the State Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member is right. A deputy commissioner
is acting for the Commonwealth,

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Minister in an
other place said he. was prepared to accept
amendments from this House. Why is it
necessary to rush the Bills through in a
day?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Apparently
there is some misunderstanding. Members
do not quite appreciate what the motion
really means. I have not said that the
Government is not prepared to consider
amendments; it will be only too pleased to
do so.
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Hon. G. W. Miles: And yet you desire
anthority to pass the legislation in one
sitting,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The motion
does not say that the Bills shall be passed
at this sitiing of the House.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: They could be
passed at the next sitting.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course
they conld.

Hon, G. W. Miles:
Standing Orders?

The CHIET SECRETARY: Let me sub-
mit this to the hon, member. To-morrow is
Thursday, and if we reach the Committee
stage tomorrow evening and the Standing
Orders are not suspended, then the third
reading cannot take place until next week,
which is Show Week. Possibly some delay
will ensue on that aceount.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:  The Profiteering
Prevention Bill will control the trade of
the State.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Bill is
complementary to the Commonwrealth legis-
tation. The Commonwealth considered it
to be neeessary to pass the legislation in
minntes, not hours. The Assembly suspend-
ed the Standing Orders to allow of the
measure passing through in one sitting.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is not mueh of a
guide.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If we sus.
pend the Standing Orders we shall be able
to deal with the measure in one sitting, just
as the House thinks fit. That is the posi-
tion. If T am wrong the President -wiil
correct me.

Hoen. L. B. Bolton: The Commonwealth
Aet applies to all the States equally. This
Bill applies to one State only. It may be
used to a disadvantage.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sar-
prised nt the hon. member. He is aware that
some of the States have already got this
legistation on their statute-book.  They
have price-fixing legislation, which is being
utilised by the Commonwealth in this con-
nection. For our part—I know I am not
dealing with the subject matter of the mo-
tion, as I suppose I should do—our inten-
tion is to utilise the same officers and ma-
chinery as are employed by the Common-
wealth. I submit the motion to the House
in the belief that members will agree that if

Why suspend the
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the Commonwealth Government consideis
this an urgenl matter we should consider
it urgent too.

Hon. H, 8. W. Parker: If the Standing
Ordeis are suspended, shall we be given
an opportanity to eonsicer the Bill over-
night hefore continuing the debate after
you have made your second reading speech?

The CUIEF SECRETARY: Certainly. I
thought 1 made it c¢lear that the Bill will be
entirely in the hands of hon. membhers. The
motion does not say that the Bill shall be
passed through all stages at this sitting, but
provides for its being passed through all
stages in any one sitting. That might be tomor-
row, ot next Tuesday, or a month hence. What
I am endeavouring to impress npon mem-
bers is that we should lose no time over the
matter. I think that shows the Government
is well aware of the nced for having legis-
Jation of this kind on the statute-book as
early as possible. When the Bill, in what-
ever form, is placed on the statute-book
rests entirely with hon. members and not
with the Government. For that reason I
feel I can move the motion in the confident
belief that the House will support it.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [6.2]:
While I find myself in aceord with the
Ieader of the House regarding the impor-
tance of legislation of this nature, I disa-
gree entirely with the rest of his statements.
The Profiteering Prevention Bill is one of
tremendons magnitude.  What will it de?
If passed, it must neecssarily lead to the es-
tahlishment of a hiz Government depart-
ment, the duties of which will be to eontrol
aheolutely the whole of the commerecial trade
of the Siate. From the time such an Act
receives the Royal assent, all people cen-
gared in commereial  purswits in Western
Australia will have fo how to the dictates of
the department,

Hon. 7. M. Maefarlane: And the Bill is
retrosnective,

Hon. C. . BAXTER: In addition to
that, as Mr. Maefarlane has stated, the ap-
plication of the Bill will he retrospective to
the 31st Avoust. The measure contains 34
clanses that will necessarily he very far-
reaching; vet we are asked to suspend
Standing Ovders. Days and days will he
required for ns to digest the measure and to
do jusfiee te it, If we rush it throngh, wo
shall probahly infliet great injury on the
commereial life of Western Australia; and
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that is not what is wanted, Did not the
Prune Minister declare that business should
be currivd on with as little disturhanee as
puessible in all trades and eallings? If we
tush the Bill through, what will he tlie ):osi-
tion?  One glance at the measure reveals
low dangerous it is. For eizht different
transaclivns, a person can bz fined £200 or
mnprispued tor six  months  with hard
lavonr or he snhjected to hoth penalties,

The Chief Seeretary: A fine of £2,000
would not he too heavy in some instances,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Some of the tran.
savhions are of only a minor character. A
eorporalion ean be fined £500. Are we to
deal lightly with matters of that kind? We
should not display any indeeent haste in
passing the Ball. The Prime Minister—
together with some Premiers of other States
- -was seized with the importanee of intra-
ducing such legislation; but I would point
out that the Prime Minister has taken action
that to a certain extent renders similar
action unneressary here. The House should
call a halt and then go very slowly, with a
view to aseertaining exactly what is oar
pusition. There may not be the slightest
need for the Bill to be placed on the statute-
book.

The Chief Sceretary: That is an interest-
ing statement from you.

Hon. . ¥. BAXTER: If the Chief See-
retary will wait a minute, he will under-
stand why I made the statement. Already
the Federal Government has made tremen.
dous strides in eontrolling prices and pro-
venting profiteering.  Section 59 (1) of the
Defenee (National Secarity General) Regn-
lations Statutory Rule reads as follows—

A MMinister, so far as it appears to him to
he necessary in the interests of the defence of
the Commonwealth or the efficient prosecution
of the war or for maintaining supplies and
mervices esgsential to the life of the eommun-
ity may hy order provide {a) for regulating
the production, trentment, keeping, storage,
movement, tramsport, distribution, sale, pur-
¢hase, use or consumption of essential articles,
and in particular for controlling the prices at
which the articles may be sold.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Where is that
from?

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: It is a Federal
statntory rule. That was an importani
matter diseussed at a eonference hetween the
Federal (Government and the State Premiers,
and the Federal Government has gone ahead
with it sinee. T saw in the Press that the
responsible Minister in this State said the
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Federal Government was controlling only 12
items.

Hon. J. Nichoison: The number has been
increased.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I will deal with
that in a moment., The Minister was prob-
ably correct when he made his statement,
but the list at present contains 58 items. It
will be well for me to read them to members
in order to indicate how far the Federal
Government has taken eoutrol, and to show
there is no rcason for a suspension of our
Standing Orders, or for us to evince any
haste in passing this measure, which ought
to receive mature consideration. The sched-
ule of goods the prices of which are con-
trolled by the Federal Government is as
follows :—

Piece goods, viz., cotton, silk, artifieial silk,
hessian and jute, bags and sacks, including wool
packs, Petrel, kerosene, fuel oil, crnde pet-
roleum, mineral lubricating; plate and sheet
metal, viz.,, tinned aluminium; dyes and dry
colours; tea, coffec and cocoa; erude asbestos;
cream separators; fertilisers; tractors; paper,
viz, absorbent (copying), blotting boards, ear-
bon and stencil, cartridge, electrical insulating,
feit, filter, fruit wrapping, newsprinting, parch-
ment, printing, sensitized surface, coated,
tissue, transparent, eellulose, wrapping, writ-
ing and typewriting, gummed, other paper;
fish in tins; rubber, crude; rubber tyres and
tubes; coal and coke; Portland cement; knit-
ting needles for hosiery manufaeture; building
materials, viz. bricks and tiles, timber—dressed
and undressed, door nnd window frames, ply-
wood wall and ceiling boards, iron and steel—
sheet, black galvanised, flat galvanised, corru.
gated, structural beams, galvanised troughing,
paints and varnishes, lime, plaster of paris,
paper hangings, builders’ hardware, sanitary
articles of earthenware; leather; flexible shaft-
ing and easing for same. (This order also pro-
vides that the prevailing price of petrol, fuel
oil, crude petroleum, mineral lubicating oil
shall be a3 defned in prices order of eighth
plug the actual amount of additional duty paid
in respeet of such goods as a result of Customs
or excise proposals introduced to House of Re-
presentatives on Priday, 8th September, 1939.%

Baking powder; candles; cornflonr; dates;
plain and self-raising flour; (ried and canned
fruits; infants and invalids? foods; fish paste;
jams and fruit jellies; eanned meat, extract of
meat; matches; mitk and eream, viz. con-
densed, concentrated and powdered, including
powdered skim milk; castor oil; olive oil; oat-
meal, wheatmeal and other prepared breakfast
foods, consisting of processed grain; biscuits:
rice; sago; salt; household soaps; tapioea;
eanned and dried vegetables; cream of tartar:
tartaric acid and citri¢ acid; bicarbonate of
soda; bread; butter; butchers’ skewers; saus-
age casings; reaper and binder twine; drugs
and chemieals, viz. bismuth, carbonate, phena-
zone, sodium bromide, ammonium bromide, potas-
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sium bromide, sodium jodine, potassium iodine,
potassium  eitrate, sodium salicylate, methyl

sulicylate; sugar; surgical lint gauzes and
bandages; cotton wool. medicated or other-
wise; eamphor; glyeerine; mercury; linsecd

oil; wire netting.

The Federal Government has practieally
covered the whole field already. The man
selected to represent the Federal Govern-
ment in this State is a Western Australian
Government employee. Why should we
in this State display indecent haste with
a Bill covering matters already being
dealt with by the Federal authorities? We
know very well that it is not the opera-
tion of such an Aet that will be effective;
it is the moral effect of the mere existence
of the Act that will count. The knowledge
that there is such a measure will keep people
up to the mark and prevent profiteering.
The moral effect is the most important as-
pect of every Aet of Parliament. I think
1 am right in saying that during the whele
period I have been in this Chamber, this
is the first occasion on which I have raised
objection to a motion of this character. I
regret that such an action has been foreed
upon me, but I eannot sit here and ailow
motions of this deseription to go throngh
and a Bill like this fo be submitted without
raising some protest. It is all right for the
Minister to say that it rests with the House
as to when the Bill is considered, but there
is not the slightest need for the suspension
of Standing Orders, and I hope members
will not agree to the motion. I trust we
shall be able to give quiet consideration fo
the Bill hefore it is placed on the statute
book. If the Federal Government is going
into the matter to the fullest extent, why
should we pass a redundant Aet?
Hon. W. J. Mann interjected.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That may be so
but the Commonwealth is taking action
Here is a eopy of its work. The Federal
(Government hae seen fit to take the matter
into its own hands; so why shonld we agree
to this legislation?

Hon. H. Tuckey: The Federal eonirol is
not operating in this State yet, is it?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It'is operating in
every State of the Commonwealth. Officers
of the Federal Department are dealing with
the matter every day. The work here will
he taken over by Mr. White. The Federal
Government’s action will result in unifor-
mity throughout the Commonwealth. and
that is much better than each State attend-
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ing fo its own price-fising. Uniformity,
placing all engaged in commercial puarsuits
on an equal footing throughout the Com-
monwealth, is very desirable, Many people
in commereial life here transact mueh of
their business in the Eastern States; and
if they are able to transact such business
under uniform priee-fixing legislation. mnch
worry and expepse will be obviated.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [6.14]: I
propose te support Mr. Baxter's ohjection
to the suspension of the Standing Orders.
If there were any nced for this rush, I
would be found supporting the Minister.
In view of the faet that if this legislation
is passed its provisions will be retrospective
to the 31st August, I do not consider that
the Bill should be rushed through, as is
being proposed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Before tea I was
saying there was no need to rush this legis-
lation through, owing to the fact that what-
ever we did would be retrospective to the
31st Aongust last. We shall not burt any-
one or do anyone harm if we make a
proper study of the Bill, and deal with it
under the Standing Orders. The measure
is practically a repetition of that which
this House rejected last scssion. Very little
difference is noticeable between the two.
The Bill was rejected by 19 votes to eight,
making 27 votes; you, Mr. President, would
have made the 28th; and two other mem-
bers paired. The whole House, therefors,
was interested in the voting, and the Bill
was thrown out. Whilst I admit it may be
neeessary to pass legislation of this kind to
satisfy the publie, I hold that, as the Fede-
ral (Government is dealing with the matter
in a comprehensive manner, we should not
finalise this Bill until we know where the
Federal legislation will begin and end, and
we ascertain what is beine done in the other
States. The Bill as presented to us will
bankrupt those traders in Western Australia
who comply with its conditions. We cannot
afford to have our traders bankrupt, for
that would mcan the bankruptey of the
State, Confusion may arise, because any
legislation we pass mnst be subordinafe to
Federal legislation; and our legislation
must harmonise with that passed in the other
States; otherwise we shall have confusion
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unending. In any cvent there must be some
determining date, cither the end of the war
or =0 many months after the end of the war.
That date must be fixed by the Federal
Government and the Governments of the
States. Jf we rush this Bill through,
eomplications impossible to rectify will
arise. When we ascertain how far the Fede-
ral authorities are going with their legis-
lation, and what the other Parliaments of
Australia are doing, we must bring our
legislation into line. From that point of
view nothing can be lost and everything
gained by delaying this Bill antil we know
where we are, more especially as anything
we do is retrospective to the 3lst Aungunst
last.

T understand the Bill proposes that one
man shall control all price fixing in West-
ern Australia. So far as we know, he
is also to be the officer controlling profi-
teering as defined by the Federal legis-
lation. T defy any ome man to con-
trol the trade of this or any other
State. The Government has not considered
the effect of placing the control of this
business in the hands of one man. I am
not talking without my book. It may not
be generally known that for eight years I
served a hard apprenticeship with univer-
sal traders in this State. I sold everyihing
from dungaree trousers, turkey twill under-
clothes, epsom salts, dynamite, and
Beecham’s pills to split sheoak shingles.
No one who has handled shingles in a
stack will forget having done so. I know
from experience the difficulties that will
arise nnder the Bill, especially if we have
interests of a conflicting nature in the
different States. Were I a merchant in
South Australia and found that an article
in Western Ausiralia was fixed at 4s. 2
lb. or 4s. a yard as the maximum price, and
at 5s. in South Awustralia, I would present
a cheque to the merchant here for the whole
lot. Should he refuse to accept my cheque
he wonld be punishable by law.

The Chief Secretary: Not at all.

The PRESIDENT : We are not discussing
tbe Bill at this stage.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : T am combating the
arpuments of the Chief Secretary as to
urgency. I have shown that this Bill must
be apalysed from A to 2, furned upside
down and jinside out before we can convert
it into an equitable measure. After study-
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ing the Bill and the conditions, I can
honestly say that if I were in business in
this State, with a thousand lines such as
sonie merchants and retail shops carry, I
would rather go out of it than attempt lo
cairy on, restricted as I would be by the
provisions of this measure.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Not if the Prime
Minister told you to keep going?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Whatever legisla-
tion we pass applies not to this State alone
but to the whole of Australia, because of
the intra-State trade conditions under
which we work. Unless we harmonise our
legislation with that of the ofher States,
confusion will be inevitable. We are told
this Bill is designed to prevent profiteering.
In my opinion the greatest profiteers—
they are not provided for in this Bill—
are members of the medien) profession, and
unionists who, after getting an award from
the court framed on the evidenee supplied,
refuse to earry on without an jncrease of
wages, and sometimes secure the support
of the Government in their efforts, If this
House thinks it ean pass a fair Bill, it will
do so in its own time. Last session a simi-
lay measure was debated from all parts
of the Chamber. True, we were not then
faced with war conditions. That Bill was
debated and defeated. The Honorary Min-
ister, who was in charge of it, made a
reply te the debate cceupying only half
a page of ‘‘Hansard.”’

Hon. J. Cornell: He showed good sense
in doing so.

Hen. J. J. HOLMES: He pointed out
that the only necessity for the Bill was that
it had been part of the Labour platform
for the previous 15 years. I admit that in
war time we must make sacrifices, but this
is not the time when we should rush through
this House legisiation that may eripple
one section of the community to the ad-
vantage of another. From the Prime Min-
ister down, everyone has said, ‘‘Business
as usnal.”’ The Government has said, **Con-
tinne employment.’’ How eould this House
expect, after rushing legislation of this
kind through without proper consideration,
that merchants, robbed of their profis,
wonld continne to provide employment and
be solvent at the end of the war? I propose
to say no more, exeept that I oppose the
motion.
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HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[7.43]: The few vemarks I have to make L
will precede by an emphatic assarance fo
the Chief Sceretary that so far as T am con-
cerned, or any other member of this Cham-
her iz concerned, there is no desire to do
anything to impede the passing of legisla-
tion that is deemed by this House to be traly
urgent and necessary to meet the present
erisis in which the nation is involved. I
also say emphatically that the last thing any
of us desires iz to give an opportunity to
any persons or person to make a profit out
of the calamity of this war.

The Chief Secretary: It is being done at
Tresent.

Hon. J. NICFHOLSON: I have been as-
sared by people engaged in various locak
industries that as a body they are not seex-
ing to practise the art of profiteering, but
on the other hand are sccking to adhere, so
far as cirecumstances permit, to those prices
which ruled on the date set out in the Bill
We all know that to warrant such a motion
the essential element of urgeney must be dis-
closed. The Minister has said that on the
outbreak of war, an immediate summons.
was sent by the Prime Minister to the Pre-
miers of all the States to attend a confer-
ence at which decisions would bhe reached
regarding the legislation necessary in view
of the existing crisis. Such a course of
action was quite appropriate and proper on
the part of the Prime Minister and it was
what was expected of bim. The Chief Sec-
retary also pointed out that one of the first
matters mentioned at the conference was
profiteering.  That, too, was quite proper
and appropriate, and constituted a phase
that would probably oceur to every member
of this Chamber.

The Chicf Secretary: Not according to
the discunssion to-night.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have heard
nothing so far to suggest justification for
the Minister's assertion. I feel sure he can
rely on a full measure of support for any
Bill introdueed for the important purpose
fhat the measure he will ask us to consider,
seeks to achieve. With others who have
spoken, I helieve members are entitled to
give expression to certain views they hold,
which they have sought to indicate to-night,
from the standpoint of urgency. 1 cannot
see that the question of urgeney arises in
this State. On the other hand, if we rush
legislation through it may be destructive of
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the very puorpose that the Premier, %3
Ministers and every member of Parliament
have sought to urge, namely, the mainten-
ance in motien of the wheels of industry,
If we were to rush the levislation through,
we mizht impede progress and development
and retard employment.  We should seek to
prevenl ax much dislocation of trade as pos-
sible,  That is the proper rourse to pursne.
If such a measure as that in contemplation
is rushed through, I am afraid it may be
attended with Jdizastrous  results, such as
those T have indieated. That would be harm.
ful to the Government and to the State, and
especially disastrous to those engaged in all
forms of industry. Viewing the matter as
I do, T cannot possibly agvee to the motion
before the House.

T would like to he able to tell the Minis-
ter that T endorse the views he expressed,
but he has my assurance that my earnest
endeavour will be to do what T ean to ensure
that profiteering is avoided, without causing
damage to industry and employment. I have
studied the problem and I realise there are
many reasons that ean be advanced—proh-
ably it would be improper to deal with them
in discussing the motion—with full force and
effect when the Bill is under consideration.
T hope the Minister will allow the measure
to he dealt with in the ordinary way. I am
sure that when all the arguments have been
advanced, he will be convineed that wisdom
attaches to the deferring of such an import-
ant picce of legislation for wise considera-
tion. Even assumine the House agreed to
the motion and the Bill were deait with, the
House could still exercise certain rights of
guidance respeeting the measure itself. How-
ever, to unduly rush the Bill through wonld
be most unwise, partienlarly when it could
he dealt with in the ordinary course. If we
deal with it precipitately, mistakes will pos-
sibly he made, involving harmful effects that
could not be rectified until the mischief had
been done. IHolding such views, T must re-
cord my vote azainst the moftion.

HON. J. CORNELL (Scuth) [7.51]: Re-
ference was made at the outset to the re-
jection of the price-fixing legislation last
session. I voted azninst that Bill. 1 now
realise—I am not a Jeremigh—and I hope
other members will appreciate the fact too,
that we are livine under the shadow of a
great war.  In the final analysis we shall
probably be lncky if we emerge from the
period of hostilities with onr worldly good=.
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The two esventials that are really important
are our liberty and the right to live our nor-
mal lives. At a time when the nation is
under the shadow of war the element of urg-
ency is present. That fact cannot be dis-
puted. Price-fixing legislation finds no place
in my estimation in normal times; but in
the abnorinal period of wav, it does. T have
in mind the expericnee during the Great
War, Despite protests to high heaven, cer-
tain parties Aid prostitute their trading tq
their mutual advantage. T have yet to learn
that human nature has altered. When the
opportunity offers, advantage will be taken
to advance sclfish interests. That is all T
desire to sayv regmrding the question of pro-
fitcering.

As to the suspension of the Standing
Orders, T do not know that the Minister has
heen wise in seeking the approval of the
House for snch a proposal. What is the
position? If any vital consideration were
ontstanding, the second reading of the Bill
eonld be put through to-night. There is the
safegnard in the Standing Ovders that en-
ables their suspension to be approved with-
out notice provided that 16 members rise
in their places in support of the suggestion
of mrgeney. After the second reading stage,
the House automatically resolves itself inte
Committee and, if no amendments are made,
the report of the Committee ean he adopted
at onee, the third rveading stage being taken
at the next sitting, The Minister will agree
that two davs only are in the balanee. In
the cirenmstances, I do not know that he
would be wise to press the motion to a
division. The other point to he stressed
is that, notwithstanding the Standing Orders
being suspended—T do not think for one
moment that the Minister will desire to push
the Bill throurgh unduly—the House will still
be master of itsolf, and even though the
AMinister might not like it, members conld
still adjourn the debate, That is the acinal
position. I shall vote for the suspension of
the Standing Orders if the Minister calls
for a division, but T do not think that eonrse
is worth while. If there were anv rteal
urgeney ahout the matter—

Hon. J. M. Macforlane: We wonld zll re-
spond and put the Bill through all stages.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Of course, if the
Minister should prove adamant, seeing that
it is not usual to take the business out of
the hands of the Government, he mav have
his way. Nevertheless, the matter is in the
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hands of members themselves. If the Minis-
ter wishes to push the Bill through and mem-
bers do not desire that course o he fol-
lowed, they can decide the issue for them-
selves.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Mectropolitan-
Suburban) [7.57]: All members will be in
complete sympathy with any measure that
seeks to prevent exploitation of the present
international sitnation. We are all an-
tagonistic to the unserupulous trader who
may seek fo secure exeessive profits under
the conditions obtaining today. The Federal
Government has legislative power to fix
prices and has already exercised it in respeetl
of about 53 commodities. We may reason-
ahly expect that the Federal authorities will
continue to fix prices and gradually bring
more aud more commeodities under that
heading. It is a matter of common know-
ledge that the Federal Government has ap-
pointed a Price Fixing Commission and has
established deputy commissioners in each
State. Assuming that the Bill under con-
sideration becomes an Aef, the traders in
Western Australia will be in the unfortun-
ate position of having to operate under dual
control.

Hon. J. Cornell: Nothing of the sort!

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Federal Act will
over-ride State legislation.

Hon., J. A. DTMMITT: In that event, is
there any necessity for the measure in ques-
tion?

The PRESIDENT: I must ask the hon.
member not to discuss the Bill, but to con-
fine his attenfion to the motion to decide
whether or not the Standing Orders sball
be suspended.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT : Parliament should
not be precipitate in discussing this ques-
tion, but should await action by the Federal
authorities and a lead from the larger
States. As far as T have been able to as-
certain, and despite what the Chief Secre-
tary stated, it would appear that no other
State has forecast similar legislation. I
have a number of telegrams showing what
the other States have done. New South
Wales states, “Nothing definite has been
done bat there is some talk of price-fixing.”
Queensland telegraphs, ‘“Price-fixing has
heen in foree in Queensland for years. See
Profiteering Prevention Aect, 1920." South
Aunstralia’s position is, “Price-fixing, anti-
profiteering legislation contemplated but
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nothing definite done yet.” Tasmania wired,
“State undertaking to implement Common-
wealth policy; no State legislation exeept
as to rent contemplated at present.” Vie
toria wired, “Legislation referred o has
been mentioned in the newspapers but only
generally; nothing definite so far” I
wish to make my position elear, that 1 am
completely in acecord with the principle of
the prevention of profiteering but I contend
that there is no urgent need for the suspen-
sion of Standing Orders and therefore 1
shall vote against the motion.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [8.2]: I c¢on-
fess T cannot follow the reasoning of some
of the previons speakers in opposing the
motion, The way I look at the position iz
that it does not matter whether we pass
the motion tonight or net; it will not
necessarily follow that we must pass the
Bill tonight, tomorrow, next week or the
week after. T cannot see that the passing
of the motion tenight will have the effect
that some members fear. If by tomorrow
evening members are satisfied that every-
thing is all right, and the way is clear for
the measure to be passed, well, they ean
assist to pags it then. I shall support the
motion,

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli.
tan—Suburban) [8.3]: The Chief Secretary
mentioned in his opening remarks that the
Prime Minister had declared that profiteer-
ing would be dealt with by legislation im-
mediately. That was the information that
was given to us on the declaration of war.
Since then, however, there does not appear
to have heen the same urgency, and as
there is eo-ordination with the Common-
wealth, it would be far better for us not
to rush through legislation that the Gov-
ernment proposes to submit, How do we
know that the Commonwealth will not
take full control of all commodities? We
might be putting np legiclationthat would
prove detrimental to many of our indus-
iries, and we must not forget that we have
been told, not only by our own Minister for
Industries but by the Prime Muuster as
well, that we must confinue to develop
our industries and keep our people em-
ploved. Therefore to attempt to rtush
through legislation as the Government pro-
poses to do might prove harmful. T shall
oppose the motion.
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HON. ¢. H. WITTENOOM (South-
East) [8.4]: While I intend to support the
motion, I express regret that the Chief See-
retary thinks fit to attempt to rush the
measure through, I cannot see any reason
for haste; & week or so would not make
any difference. The Profiteering Preven-
tion Bill can be submitted to ws and we
should be permitted to deal with it in the
ordinary way, We have been told that the
Commonwealth has already passed legis-
lation of this type and in that event it
would not make any difference if the Gov-
ernment of our State held up its legisla-
tion to deal with profiteering for a liitle
while. I eonsider it wrong to ask the Honse,
which is composed mostly of business men,
to consider a Bill like this and pass it at
one sitéing.

The Chief Seerctary: There is no sueh in-
tention.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: Any way we
are asked to deal with it very quickly.

Members: No, we are not,

Hon. J. Cornell: But we eounld do so
if we liked,

Hon. C. H, WITTENOOM: We are asked
to deal with the matter in a hurried way. 1f
I may be permitted 'to read the motion, I
would draw attention to the words “‘to
pass the Profiteering Prevention Bill and
the War Funds Regulation Bill through all
stages at any one sitting” So we
are told it will have to be done at the one
sitting.

Hon. J. Cornell; No; we ean disemss it
for a month if we like,

Hon., C. H. WITTENOOM: In any case
we must deal with the question of profit-
eering. We do not want a repetition of
what took place during the last war, and
I desire that the Government shall have
power to stop anything in the nature of
profiteering, as it comes to light. But we
should not deal with the subject with any
haste because we do not want to injure any
person. Our sole desire should he to stop
profiteering.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (XMetropolitan)
[8.7]: Briefly, I may be permitted to
give my reasons for opposing the motion
to suspend the Standing Orders, Like other
members, I readily agree that in times like
the present we require something in the na-
ture of price-fixing methods; but notwith-
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standing the reply to my interjection by the
Chief Secretary, I am firmly convineed that
that is more a Federal matter, and the Fed-
cral Government, having taken the initia-
tive, it wonld have been better to delay the
question until sach time as we knew what
action was being taken by the Common-
wealth. Then onr Parhament eould proceed
with the legislation suggested by the Govern-
ment. Msinly for that reason, and becaunse
I consider Fedeval price-fixing would be
better for our industries, I shall oppose the
motion.

HON, E, E. ANGELO (Xorth) [88}:
We have the assurance of the Chief Secre-
tary that we are to have whatever time we
consider necessary to discoss the Bill. I
think T can visnalise what the Chief Secre-
tary is out for in submitting the motion.
Povhaps if we pass the second reading and
the Committee stage of the Bill after it has
been submitted to us, then nnless we pass
the motion for the suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders we will have to defer the third
reading until the next sitting on Tuesday.
1f the motion is agreed to, the Bill can pass
throngh its vavious stages tomorrow, and
it ean be proclaimed and ecome into opera-
tion straight away. I shall support the
motion.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West—in reply) {8.9]: At the risk
of raising the ire of some members for con-
tinuing this discussion a little longer, I feel
that the matter should not go to a vote
without my replying to some of the state-
ments that have been made. Certainly this
motion has given members the opportunity
te express their views on the question of
the urgency or otherwise of profiteering
legislation. One member suggested that we
should wait until the Federal Government
finalised its arrangements with regard to
what it intended to de respecting profiteer-
ing. I may point out that the Common-
wealth Government wasted no time, very few
minutes in faet, in passing the Act; but that
was only an Act to provide for certain regu-
lations, without consulting Parliament at
all. Those regulations are now being put
into forece. The Government of this State
has not attempted to take power of that
kind, but is presenting a measure to Parlia-
ment, In another place the same procedure
was adopted as I am submitting to the
House to-night. While it is our desire to
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have the Standing Orders suspended, the
object is not to stifle criticism or to pre-
vent amendments being moved by members.
I desire to know whether some members
stand on the side of profiteering that is
already operating in the State, or whether
they stand on the side of the people who
arc cnfitled to be protected. Some members
raised the question of urgency. I ask those
members whether they are in Iine with their
colleagues elsewhere, or in line with the
Prime Minister. Are they in line with their
own party, which held a meeting only a day
or two ago, and earried a resolution that
there should be no delay in the passing of

a measure of this pature? We ean-
not do what the Federal Government
has done, and that is the reasom for
the legislation that we are submitting.

One of the resolutions agreed to at the con-
ference between the Prime Minister and the
Premiers of all the States was that they
should submit legistation to their respective
Parliaments for the purpose of controlling
prices, that the State Parliaments should
pass any legislation considered necessary.
Now by means of this legislation we are
endeavouring to impleraent what was
agreed upon at that conference by our own
Premier, Some members have said that theré
is no need for urgency in the passing of
the Bill. Is it not a faet that there ave
many traders in this eommunity who do
not know where they stand regarding legis-
lation of this kind, and that they are ask-
ine that the position be elarified as early as
possiblo?  Their desire is to know what
they ean do. What is the use of saying
that therc is no urgency about a matter of
this kind during war time? I tell the
House that with regard to profiteering
the Federal Government has taken the
proper attitude, and it has been pleas-
ing to hear from members expressions
of appreciation in that eonnection; but
the Federal Government does not intend
to deal with every commodity. That has
been indicated very clearly, and it is neces-
sary that we in this State have ecomplemen-
tary legislation in order to deal, as early as
possible, with those commeodities not covered
by Federal acfivities. There is no reason
for entering into a lot of defall on a motion
of this kind. I do not suppose it matters to
the Government whether the House agrees
to this mofion for the suspension of Stand-
ing Orders or not. I believe that a majority
of members will assist, as far as lies in their
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power, to get this legislation through, but
why should we have a delay of even 24 hours
unpecessarily? There has been a delay of
about a couple of hours in discussing this
motion—a delay that might well have been
obviated.

I have already said that members will be
given an opportanity to introduce any
amendwments desired. To Mr. Wittenoom T
point out thai when he read the motion, he
missed out a most important word. The
motion does not ask for the suspension of
Standing Orders in order that the Bill might
he passed through all its stages at the pre-
sent sitting.

Hon. J. Cornell: One sitting .

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, it says
“at any one sitting.” As has often been made
clear, the business of the House is always in
the hands of the House, and would be even
if the motion were agreed to. Therefore,
why quibble about it? Surely if we can
do some good by saving 24 or 48 hours, we
should do it! I have reached the stage
when I simply inform the House that the
State Government, in conjunetion with the
Commonwealth Government, is very anxious
indecd to have these facilities, which can be
given only by means of legislation, to deal
with profiteering at the earliest possible
moment. That is the sole reason for the
motion T have moved. If we took Mr.
Holmes's advice, and waited until the Com-
monwealth Government definitely decides
how Far it is going with price-fixing, I do
not know what would happen.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We would have umi-
formity,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member might prefer that to the Gov-
ernment’s method. Mr. Dimmitt read tele-
grams from the other States, including one
from Tasmania. True, it suggested that so
far the Tasmanian Government has no in-
tention of introducing legislation of this
kind. The point is that, under the Com-
monwealth legislation, the Tasmanian Gov-
ernment can, by regulation, take the right
to deal with any commodity.

Hon. J. Cornell: By regulation? -

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, That
is what the Tasmanian Government pro-
poses to do. We do not consider that that
method is necessary or desirable. We pre-
fer to have onr own legislation in order to
deal with commodities not covered by Fe-
deral legislation at any partieular time. Of
course, our legislation will be complemen-
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tary to the Federa! law, and if any commo-
dity is included in the Federal proclama-
tions or regulations, that commodity will
auntomatically be taken -from the eontrol of
the local price-lisxing commission. We pro-
pose to utilise the serviees of the assistant
commissioner appointed for the Common-
wealth, and as 1 mentioned when moving
the motion, we infend to use the same ma-
chinery. Why there should be all this
quibbling as to whether we should or should
not suspend Standing Orders passes my
comprehension.  Still, it has given some
members of the House an opportunity to
air their views, which T do not think are in
conformity with the views generally ex-
pressed by representative members of the
ecommunity.

Question put and passed.

BILL—WAR FUNDS REGULATION.
Leave to Introduce.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. WW. H.
Kitson—West) [8.20]: I move—

That leave be given to introduce a Bill for
an Act to regulate the raising or collection of
money for war funds, and to make provision
for the administration and control of moneys
raised wholly or partly by private subserip-
tion for purposes connected with the present

war and for purposes incideatal thereto or con-
sequent thereon,

Let me explain that the self-same conditions
apply to this measure. I am not desirous
of rushing the Bill through at this sitting
of the House, but in view of the experience
in previous years, particularly during the
period of the last war, it is essential that
we shounld have this lerislation as soon as it
can be passed.

Question put and passed.

First Reading.
Bill introduced and vead a first time.

As te Second Reading

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In view of
the faet that Standing Orders have been
suspended, I think T shall he in order in
moving the second reading at this stage.

The PRESIDENT: In view of the motion
just passed for the snspension of Standing
Orders, the Minister will be quite in order in
proceeding.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. WW. H.
Kitson—West) [8.22): in moving the
second reading said: This is not a long

[COUNCIL.]

Bill—it contains only 13 clauses—but it is
important, and I hope members will agree
with my contention that not only is legis-
lation of the kind necessary but also that
the contents of the Bill are necessary. The
measure speaks for itself and ealls for little
explanation. However, I shall deal with its
provisions briefiy. The Bill has been brought
forward to ensure the exercise of proper
supervision over patriotic funds that might
be raised in connection with the war. The
administration of the proposed Aet will be
in the hands of the Chief Secretary, and
any person desirous of conduneting an appeal
in aid of a war fund will be required first
to obtain permission from the Minister.
This provision, however, will not apply ta
any general appeal that might be made to
the public at a public meeting.

When a fund is established, it shall be
incumbent upon the trustees to furnish to
the Minister, within 30 days, a written state-
ment setting out full particulars of the
nature of the fund. These particulars will
include details of the objects of the fund,
the name, address and deseription of the
trustees and administrative officers, the
name of the trustees’ bankers, and any other
particulars that may be required. At any
time the Minister may require further state-
ments to be furnished setting out details of
the amount of monev or goods held and dis-
tributed, the persons to whom the distri-
hations have been made, obligations in-
curred by the trustees, and other matters.
Provision is made for the andit of aecounts
by the Auditor General or his officers, wheo
will forward to the Chief Sceretary a report
of each examination. It does not follow thatl
the Auditor General or his staff will con-
duet the audit. He mighi be satisfied with
the audit of a reputable firm of chartered
accountants. T the Minister so direets the
report may he published in any newspaper

The Governor may, by proclamation, vest
any war funds in the Chief Secretary if
satisfied that there has been mal-administra-
tion, or if a three-fourths majerity of the
trustees have consented to the transfer. We
also provide for the transfer of funds mo
longer renuired for the purposes for which
they were originally raised. Money so
transferred shall he—

{a) applicd by the trusters to other pur-
poses connected with the present
war;

{h) vested in some other fund; or
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(¢) transferred to the Chief Seeretary for

allotment.

Before the Governor issnes any proclama-
tion in this connection, approval of the
transfer must he secured by way of a resolo-
tion passed by both Houses of Parliament.
The other clauses to which 1 have not
referred are of a machinery character.
Members will appreciate that, after the
experience gained during the last war, we
are anxious to obviate a reeurrence of some
things that then took place.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: Did I understand you
to say there will be no supervision of money
collected at publie mectings?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No permit
will he required in order to 1nake an appeal
at a publie meeting.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And there will be no
contrcl over the money collected?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I did not
say that. The Bill provides that before a
fund may be opened, application must be
made to the Chief Secretary for a permit.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Then all Red Cross
bodies will have to make application?

Hon. J. Cornell: No.

The CHIEF SECRETAHRY: Yes, all
societies.

Hon_ J. Nicholson: I think you will find
that the Red Cross Society will not be
covered by this Bill

The CHIEF SECRETARY, I think the
Red Cross Society will be covered. That,
however, is a recognised organisation, and
there will be no difficulty about its obtain-
ing a permit. We are not afvaid of what
will happen in regard to the Red Cross
Society, or one or two similar organisa-
tions.

Hon. H, Tuckey: But they will have to
ecomply with this law?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. We
are conecrned about the activities of people

“hot authorized by the Red Cross or other

socicty, and we are taking steps to ensure
that practices previously indulged in, many
of which I eould enumerate, are not re-
sorted to on this oceasion. I move—
That the Bill be now read a seeond time.
On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.
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BILL—METROPOLITAN MILEK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) {8.31]:
This is merely a continuation Bill. In this
Chamber the Milk Board has been discussed
frequently, and I am sure the general
opinion is that the board has done good
work. It has operated now for about seven
vears. It came into being when the metro-
politan milk supply was in a chaotic ¢on-
dition, and has altered that chaotic eondi-
tion to an orderly condition. There is a
general admission that the supply of milk
to the metropolitan area is not controlled
as closely as it will be at some Puture date,
when we may hope to sce the zoning system
in force. However, that will take time and
take money. All that the Bill proposes to
do is to continue the board’s eperations for
another five years, give it another five years
of life. That is the longest term which has
vet been granted to the board. Originally
it had one year’s life. That was extended
to three vears. The present Bill proposes
to extend the peried to five years. Thus
the board’s operations will cease in 1944
if Parliament desires that it shall not exist
longer, Without adding more, I hope hon.
members will support the Bill, because the
beard has done good work,

HON. W, J. MANN (South-West)
[8.33]: The only feeling I have about the
Bill is that it should provide for a five-
vearly period. The board has justified it-
self, and I should have preferred to see
the parent Act made permament. As my
colleague, Mr. Craig has just indieated, the
board—although at times we have not seen
eye to eye with it in some directions, and
although there has been dissatisfaction in
some quarters, most of which has been
cleared away—has undoubtedly placed milk
distribution in the metropolitan area in a
position one hundred per cent. better than
that prier to the passing of the Aet. T feel
sore members will realise that today any-
thing which would prevent the continua-
tion of the better eonditions prevailing
would be simply disastrous. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion for the
second reading of the Bill. At the same
time I repeat that T am sorry the Aect is
not to be made permanent.
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HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [8.34]: I regret extremely
that the Bill before the Chamber is merely
a continuation measure. The proposal to
continue the Aet is proof that the board
has done good work, but I hold that a grave
injustiee is being done by not granting
recognition to a highly important section
of the milk industry. Some consideration
should be extended to a section not pro-
vided for on the bhoard at all. T would
gladly have supported a Bill bestowing per-
manency on the hoard. While supporting
the second reading of the Bill, I can only

voice my protest against the lack of reecog-
nition.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [8.35]: Be-
fore the Bill passes the second reading, T
wish to enter an emphatie protest against
the farcical exeention of that part of our
Standing Orders which permits a measure
to be made temporary. This Bill itself is
absolutely fareical. It is the only Bill of
a temporary character going beyond one
year. It is mot comparable to the lotteries
legislation or the finaneial emergency enact-
ment. Those are temporary measures from
year to year. Originally the term of the
Metropolitan Milk Act was intended to be
seven years. By way of reconciling con-
flicting interests, another place made the
torm five years. That, I emphatically re-
peat, is absolutely farcical. The measvre
should either he made permandnt or tbe
wiped ont. My object in making these pro-
tests is that a similar exploitation may not
again be tried on the dog.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—FPROFITEERING PREVENTION.
Second Reading.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [8.39] in moving the second
reading said: On this Bill we have already
had a2 fair amount of discussion today. It

[COUNCIL.)

may be some satisfaction to Mr. Holmes if
I mention that there is a period attached
to the measure. The Bill seeks to prevent
profiteering in commodities during the con-
tinuance of the war and for a period of six
months thereafter. KExperienee has shown
that the abnormal conditions prevailing dur-
ing a period of emergency, are all too fre-
quently utilised by a certain class of indi-
vidunal for the purpose of profiteering at the
expense of the community. I am pleased
that the fact is acknowledged, implying that
legislation such as this is needed. Practices
of that character, whether viewed from an
ethical or economic standpoint are strongly
to be condemned in peace time. At
a time when the country is engaged in
hostilities, they are doubly wundesirgble;
for apart from promoting a sense of in-
jury in the eommunity, they undoubtedly
tend to underntine the stability of the
price structure. That of course, is what
Myr. Holmes, Mr. Nicholson and others de-
sire to prevent, This measure has been
brought forward in aeccordance with a de-
cision rcached by the conference of Pre-
miers that met in Melbourne earlier in the
month to discuss measures to be taken to
meet the situation brought about by the
declaration of war. As I have stated earlier,
the conference decided that legislation
should he introduced without delay for the
purpose of controlling prices and prevent-
ing profiteering during the war. In this
connection, the conference pnssed ten re-
solutions, as follows:—

1. That existing Commonwealth and State
ingtrumentalities for fixing prices be as far
aa possible retained, subject to the deter-
minations of the Commonwealth Prica Con-
trolling Authority.

The conference had in mind the necessity
for legislation of this kind.

2, That the Prices Commissioner in

Queensland be appointed as agent for the Com-
monwealth in Queensland,
That State has had prices fixing legislation
for many years, and the fact that it has
operated suecessfully is evident from the
gelection of the Queensland Prices Fixing
Commissioner as the Commonwealth’s
agent.

3. That in the five other States Prices
Commissioners be mnominated hy the State
Governments for appointment as Agents for
the Commonwealth.

4, That the Apeats of the Commonwealth
in the States shall exercise sveh powers and
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functions as are conferred on them by the
Commonwealth, and shall consult with State
instrumentalities dealing with fixation of
prices, and make recommendations to the
Commonwealth Priee Controlling Authority
concerning the prices of commodities referred
to the Prices Commissioner by the Commou-
wealth Governmeat,

There we have another proof of the desire
for co-operation between Commonwealth
and State instrumentalities,

5. That State Price-Fixing Authorities be
free to take such action as the State Govern-
ments  think fit outside the price coutrol
scheme in operation by the Commonwealth.
It is recognised that the Commonwealth
scheme will not cover all phases of the sub-
Ject.

6, That the co-operation of trade asso-

ciations and of consumers in all States be
sought in implementing the scheme of price
eontrol.
This Government is ¢xtremely hopeful of
seeuring the co-operation of all assoeiations
and firms inferested in or connected with
these matters.

7. That the Commonwealth Government

will congider requests by the States to refer
to the Commonwealth Price Controlling Au-
thority the questiorn of fixing the price of
any commodity specified by the State.
On that point I may wmention that the Tas-
manian Government has already taken ac-
tion in regard to rents, by way of regu-
Iation,

8, That the scope of price fixation include

rationing of commodities where supplies are
deficient.
There is not only the question of prices to
consider, but also the question of supplies.
That covers the point raised by Mr. Holmes
when he raid that some person or other in
another State might desire to purchase the
whole of a commodity in this State, because
the price here was lower.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Does not paragraph
(b) of Clause 14 insist that the storekeeper
shall sell any ecommodity on demand¥

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member will find certain amendments on
“the Notice Paper dealing with the question
of what is a reasonable quantity. It is not
desirable on the second reading to enter into
too great detail. In Committee I shall be only
too pleased to give the hon. member all the
information I can.

9. That the scheme of price eontrol in-
clude the consideration of quality in relation

to the price charged, and where the Prices
Commissioner is satisfied that goods of in-
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ferior quality are being sold at excessive
prices he may deiermine a lower price for

such goods. .
10. That States at present without an-

thority to control prices or rentala should
pass legislation considered necessary for that
purpose.

This Bill represents the legislation which
we consider to be necessary in the existing
cirenmstances. Control of prices by the Com-
monwealth will be restricted to a compara-
tively small number of commodities. It is
interesting to note that between 50 and 60
avticles have been brought nnder the Com-
monwealth scheme, I feel sure it will not
be long before the number of commodities
coming within the seope of the Common-
wealth seheme will be considerably increased,
that is, if the war continues. A much larger
number, [ think, will be dealt with under
State legislation. TIn view of the faect that
our intention is to utilise the services of the
Commonwealth officer and his staff, we shall
have that uniformity which some memher
said he considered was necessary. I am in
rveecipt to-night of a communication from the
goentleman appointed to act as Commissioner
in this State on behalf of the Common-
wealth  authorities, in which he indiecates
some of the methods that will be adopted.
While I eannot enumerate them now, they
cover many of the objections that have been
raised and also abjeetions which I feel sure
will he raised during the pnassage of the
Bill. When arrangements are completed, I
believe the State will be asked to undertake
the financial responsibility of providing ac-
commodation for some of the staff of the
Commonwealth Prices Commission. That is
by the way, bui it is another indication of
the co-operation which is being asked for
and which T can unhesitatingly say is being
very willingly given where it is possible for
the State to give it.

Hon. J. Cornell: And, above all, neces-
sary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. Com-
monwealth control will be exercised chiefly
in respect of commodities regarded as es-
sential for defence purposes, and foodstuffs
and materials of overseas origin. The opera-
tions of the complementary State legisla-
tion will extend to all essential commodities
not bronght within Commonwealth control.
The Bill proposes to set up machinery to
ensure adequate contrel of prices during the
continuance of hostilities and for a period
of six months thereafter. Commodities or
substances within the ambit of the Wheat
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Products (Prices Fixation) Aet, 1938, or
any essential or other article covered by
the regulations made under the Common-
wealth Defenee Aet, 1903-1909, are specifie-
ally excluded from the operations of the
proposed legislation, The reason is that the
persons who deal with those matters are
specialists and can he depended upon te do
the right thing. Apart from these excep-
tions, the provisions of the Bill extend to
the following :—
(a) Articles of food or drink,
{(b) Firewood and other fuel,
{¢) Clothing,
{d) Articles nsed in the preparation of the
foregoing,
(e) Agricultural implements (except trac-
tors) and sceds for sowing,
(£) Any public utility,
(g) Freight and transport charges, and
(h} All goods and services rendered to the
public which are declared by pro-
clamation te be commodities for the
purpese of the proposed Aect.
Hon. C. F. Baxter: Why except tractors?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Becanse
tractors are covered by Commonwealth
legislation. Provision is made for the
appointment of a commissioner of prices,
who shall be subjeet to the direc-
tion and control of the Minister. The duties
of the commissioner as to investigations are
set out in Clause 11. He will be required to
investigate and report to the Minister from
time to time what should be the maximum
selling price of any commodity for the whole
of the State or for any particular part of
the State. The Bill aunthorises him, infer
alia, to investigate and report upon the fol-
lowing matters:—

(1) The state of prices of any commodity

in the State or in any part thereof,

(2) The quantity, sitnation, demand, sup-
ply, or possession of any eommodity,

(3) The means or suofficiency and cost of
the supply or transport of any com-
modity,

(4) The probable requirements of the
people of the State in regard to any
commodity,

{(6) Any nct or attempt by any person to
raise or maintain the price of any
commodity, and,

(6) The nceessity or advisability of the
exercise of any powers conferred by
the Aect,

Until such time as the Governor, acting
on the adviee of the eommissioner, pro-
claims the maximum price or prices at
whieh any commodity may be sold, it will be
an oftence for any wholesaler or retailer tv

[COUNCIL.]

sell such commodity at a price higher than
that current on the 31lst August, 1939.

Almost 8 month has elapsed since the 31st
August. Trade is being condueted, and the
longer this legislation is delayed the more
difficult it will be for traders and consumers
to ascertain their position. Adjustments
may have to be made in respeet of a com-
modity, and if there should be inordinate
delay in the passing of the measure, one
can well anderstand the difficalty that will
arige in giving redress to people entitled to
it, whether they be traders or consumers.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Where is the com-
missioner now?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I believe he
is back in Western Australia,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: He arrived this
morning.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : T received 2
report from him this evening. Every effort
is being made to instal him in office without
delay. The Bill also provides that it shall
he unlawful for any trader to refuse to sell
a commodity at a declared price. There is,
of course, the question whether a trader
should be compelled to sell all his stoek
at a particular price. As members are
aware, the Minister who will be controlling
this legislation has already had a conference
with persons baving trading intercsts. He
was certainly under the impression that he
had disabused their minds regarding some
difficulties which they expeet to avise under
this measure. If we are to believe what we
read in the Press this morning and heard
from some members this evening, the Minis-
ter apparently has not soececded quite to
the extent that he thought he had. How-
ever, he has given an assurance, which T am
prepared to carry out, that this Chamber
will have every opportunity of considering
amendments that may he moved. At the
same time, T again express the hope that
members will assist me to get the legislation
through with as little delay as possible,

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Yon mentioned
profiteering was going on mow. Can you
give us some idea of the nature of it?

The (HIEF SECRETARY: T do not
think T would be justified in giving the
information I bave. T say without hesita-
tion that in some eases prices have been
raised far heyond what one would considec
—without investigation—to be reasonablo.

Hon, J, Nicholson interjected.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: Soppose 1
was supplied with goods and paid a par-
ticular price for them, and that then a delay
of a month or two months occurred before
the prices commissioner eculd act, in the
event of the commissioner finding that the
price charged was too high, what redress
would I have?

Hon. L. Craig: He might be a retailer
und have ve-sold the goods.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of cours:.
Consequently, there is real urgency for the
passage of the Bill. The report of the com-
missioner states that provision will be made
for consideration of many matters that may
arise, such as increase in cost overseas, in-
crease in eost of transport and so on.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Insurance, etc.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The ques-
tion of replacement has also been exercising
the commissioner’s mind. The Bill provides
that it shall be unlawful for any trader to
refuse to sell & commodity at the declared
price. Illegal concessions, refusals to deal,
and monopolies of proclaimed commodities
are prohibited wunder Part IIL. Dealings
such as these are contrary to public in-
terest and will render offenders liable to the
general penalty sct out in Clanse 29.

The Bill proposes to vest in the commis-
sioner all the powers, rights and privileges
of a Roval Commission. He will have the
the power to issme orders to take evidence,
and 1o the cxercise of any of his functions
to aet in conjunction with any person or
body appointed and acting under any Act
of the Commonwealth or of any State hav-
ing objects similar to those of this measure.
He will also be empowered to delegate an-
thority for the making of investigations
either to some organised body or some in-
dividual who has an expert knowledge of a
particular eommodity or commedities undear
consideration. The provisions are such as
should prove pmenerally satistactory. Of
course it is impossible for legislation of this
kind to please everybody.
~ Hon. J. A. Dimmilt: Is that declegation
‘of authority expressed in the Bill?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think the
lon. member will find there is authority
for it. Thus many of the ohjections some
members wonld like to press against this
legislation will be overecome. The commis-
sioner will be authorised to demand returns
of proclaimed ecommodities from traders,
and, in certain cases, he will have power of
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entry and seizure. The remaining provisions
are of a machinery nature and relate, inter
aulia, to snch matters as— (1), Power to pub-
lish information, (2), Obstructing and simi-
lar oifences, (3), Bribery and fraud on wit-
nesses. (4), Dismissal by employer of wit~

ness. (5), Recovery of penalties and for-
feiture. (6}, Offences by corporations and.
so on. It may be recalled that shortly after-

the outbreak of the war in 1914, Parliament
passed the Control of Trade in War--
time Aet, a measure with a purpose
similar to that of the present Bifll.
T was not in the House at that time, but
am given to understand that members ap-
proved of the principles contained in the
measure, and I therefore anticipate the
Hounse will not object to the principles of
this Bill. While it would be futile to in-
dulge in prognostication regarding the
foture trend of hostilities, it does not re-
quire any effort of the imagination to real-
ise, even at this stage, that the conflict

. may resolve itself into a long war of attri-

tion, It is necessary therefore that every
endeavour should bhe made to ensure that
essential requirements for eivil purposes
ate made available to the public and to in-
dustry in sufficient quantities and at rea-
sonable prices. The importance of this
particnlar aspect of the defenee needs of
a conntry has been recognised by the Gov-
ernments of each of the combatant nations.
In Australia, for example, we find that the
Federal Government has made regulations
in pursnance of powers contained in the
Defence Act, which provides for the gene-
ral control of industry, They provide, inter
alia :—

A Minister, so far a3 appears to him to be
necessary in the interests of the defence of
the Commonwealth or the efficient prosecu-
tion of the war, or for maintaining supplies
and services essential to the life of the com-
munity, may hy order provide—

(a) for regulating the production, treat-
ment, Keeping, storage, movement,
transport, distributien, snle, pur-
chase, nse or consamption of essen-
tial artieles, and, in partienlar, for
controlling the pricea at which the
articles may be sold;

(b) for regulating the carrying on of any
undertaking engaged in essential
work, and, in particular, for con-
trolling the charges which may be
made by the undertakers in respect
of the doing of any work by them;

(e) for regulating, restricting or prohibit-
ing the preduction, importation,
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treatment, keeping, storage, trans-
port, distribution or sale of articles
other than essential articles;

(d) for requiring persons carrying om, or
employed in connection with, any
trade or business specifiel in the
order to produee to the authority or
person su specified any books, ac-
counts or other documents relating to
that trade or business, and for re-
quiring any persons to furnish to the
authority or person specified in the
order such estimates or returns as
that Minister considers it desirable
to obtain for the effectual exercise
of any of his powers uunder para-
graphe (a), (b) and (¢) of this sub-
regulation; and

(e) for any incidental and supplementary
matters for which that Miniater
thinks it expedient for the purposes
of the order to provide, including, in
particolar, the entering and inspee-
tion of premises to which the order
relates by persons authorised in that
behalf by a Minister, with a view
to securing compliance with the
order.

This measure will deal with the elass
of essential goods not covered by the Fede-
ral price-controlling authority, and to
avoid over-lapping, the State Commis-
gioner will co-operate to the fullest ex-
tent with the Commonwealth body. Natur-
ally much more eould be said on the second
reading; but I am sure members recognise
the need for our getting down to tintacks.
When we reach the Committee stage—
which I do not propose to attempt to reach
tonight—I shall be in a position to give
any information desired by members. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolifan-
Suburban) [9.6]: I hope the Chief Secre-
tary will realise that the few comments I
propose making are intended to be of a
construetive nature. There are certain diffi-
culties in operaling a measure of this sort
and I am basing my remarks upon experi-
ences I have gained in my own business.
I hope that in my previous observations I
meade it clear that I am completely in accord
with the principle of prevention of profit-
eering. T would like to point out to the
Chief Secretary, however, that all goods
now coming from America have already in-
creased in cost. At the end of last month
merchants landed from a boat ealled the
“Somersot” thousandsof lines manufac-
tured in America. They were paid for in

[COUNCIL.]

New York at a conversion rate of 4 dollars
66 cents to the pound sterling. A boat
known as the s.s. “Ward,” due to arrive at
the end of this week, contains many thous
ands of articles of United States manufae-
ture, Many are goods similar to those
landed a month ago. The conversion rate
of that shipment will be 4 dollars 2
eents. This exchange drop will mean an
inerease of approximately 22 per cent. in
the cost of those goods, plus exchange on the
Aifference—that is, Dbetween Australian
currency and sterling—plus increased
freights and increased war risk insurance,

So that all those commodities will
arrive in Western Australia in
about & week’s time at a cost some-

where between 23 and 28 per cent.
higher than that which applied to similar
commadities which arrived a month ago. A
similar eondition will prevail in regard to
goods from England, In my particular
business we have had notifications, from five

* English manufacturers, of price increases

ranging from 10 per cent. to 45 per cent.
When one realises that prices which have
advanced from 10 to 45 per cent. have to
bear an added cost of 25% per cent. for
exchange—and duties up to 45 per cent. on
the added costs—

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: And inereased
freight and insurance.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: Yes. In the cir-
eumstances are readily understood that
many goods imported from England will
cost from 50 to 70 per cent. more than
similar goods cost a month ago.

Hon. J. Cornell: But the Commissioner
will take all those facts into consideration.

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT: I will deal with
that matter shortly. In my business we have
had notifieations from eight Australian
manufaeturers of inereases varying from 10
to 30 per cent. The point I make is that
merchants and shopkeepers here have abso-
lutely no contro! over those increases. What
is going to happen when those goods arrive
in Western Australia at the greatly in-
creased prices? It will not be possible to
sell them at anything exeept the prevailing
price, which will he the price roling on the
31st August. The alternative facing the
merchant will be to apply to the Commis-
sioner for permission to increase his priees.
But members will realise that there are hun-
dreds of merchants landing thousands of
lines, so that there will be hundreds of
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thousands of items in respect of which the
merchants will find it necessary to apply for
permission to inerease prices.

Hon. J. Cornell: They had to do it in
1914,

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I am inelined to
think that the price-fixing commissioner will
be so inundsted with applications and so
snowed under with requests for priee in-
creases that a very long time will elapse
before he will be able to grant the necessary
permission. That is the danger I foresee.
If weeks or months pass before the priee-
fixing commissioner ean deal with these
numerous applications, the merchants will
be compelled to leave the goods for which
they have paid high prices nailed up in the
criginal cases until such time as permission
to inerease prices is obtained. A merchant
would not dare to scll at the old price be-
cause he would show a loss and he could not
sell at the new priee becauvse it would be an
offence against the Act. I am afraid, there-
fore, that this legislation will break down
of its own weight.

Hon. W. J. Mann: What alternative do
you suggest?

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT : The alternative 1
suggest is that the merchant be allowed to
fix his own price and let Clause 11 of this
Bill police the Act. Clause 11 states—

The commissioner may at his own disere-

tion or at the request of any member of the
public, upon good cause shown and shall,
when required so to do by the Minister, in-
vestigate and report to the Minister upon all
or any of the following matters:—
The ‘‘following matters’’ deal with prices,
quantities, ete.  This would relieve the
price-fixing eommissioner from the need
for fixing prices. He would merely investi-
gate complaints against unduly high pricing
of goods. That is the alternative I suggest
in reply to the question raised by Mr.
Mann,

Hon. L. Craig: He would investigate com-
plaints that prices were too high.
Hon. JJ. A, DIMMITT: Yes.
gested process wonld be reversed.

Hon. L, B, Bolton: QOtherwise he would
not interfere?

Hon. J. Cornell: That is all right for the
chap that is selling goods.

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: I would say it
was all right for the chap who was buy-
ing, too. When all is said and done com-
petition is the best price leveller I know
of, or the commereial community knows of,

The sug-
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I am glad the Chief Seeretary intends to
amend paragraph (b) of Clause 14 to make
better provision as to what constitutes o
reasonable quantity. That is a sound move.
Without thai amendment the position
would be anything but satisfactory. The
Chief Secretary may not know that some
of the greatest offenders in the matter
of hoarding are Government departments,
of one or two of which he is in control.

The Chief Secretary: Would you suggest
the Police Department or the Eduecation
Department ?

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: The departments
may not now be under the control of the
Chiet Seeretary, but in the past fortnight
some of them have ordered supplies greatly
in excess of those called for under contracts
for the whole of the previous year. The
provision to whieh T refer will give traders
an opportunity to regulate their sales.

Hon., J. J. Holmes: Or ecall the kettle
hlack.

Hon., J. A, DIMMITT: I trust my re-
niarks will be borne in mind. Whea the Bill
is in Committee, 1 will move certain
amendments to deal with the situations I
have outlined. Meanwhile the measure has
my support,

HON. H. 8. W. PAREKER (Metvopoli-
tan-Suburban) [917]: The Bill as it is
drawn seems to me unworkable. Certain
things have tn he prescribed, certain regu-
lations passed, “Government Gazettes” is-
sued, proelamations made, and so many aets
performed that it will he impossible to
bring anyone to book for an offence under
the Act. T have only just reccived a copy
of the measure, and have not heen able
to go thoroughly into it. From what I have
seen of it, I am satisfied it will be entirely
unworkahle. It also contains many flaws,
which the Chief Secretary may be sble to
explain.

The Chief Secretary:
find it unworkable.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I ecannot
understand why there should be brought be-
fore us a Bill almost identical with one that
was rejected last year. In effect, it is the
more ohjectionable. If a person insults the
office boy of the commissioner, he will be
liable under this Bill to six months’ im-
prisonment and to a fine of £200. That
provision was eontained in the Bill of last
year, but an amendmen{ was made in an-

First of all you
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other jlace, so that people would not be
rendered linhle to a penalty for insnlting the
eommis-ioney or any of his officers. Should
anyone insult the commissioner referred to
in thi~ Bill, he may go to a place far more
important than a eoncentration eamp. Who-
ever cames into contact with any commis-
sioner will nndoubtedly insult him should he
hear the remarks, In 1919 a very effective
Prices Regulation Act, No. 53, providing
for the regwlation of the price of all food-
stuffs and necessary commodities, both whole-
sale and retail, was passed. That measure
stood the test to which it was subjected.
It contained one or two flaws of which the
Crown Law Department was aware. I was
an officer of the department at that time
and had to attend the commission and take
action under the Act. The measure was very
effective, except for one little flaw, which is
repeated time and again in the Bill before
us. As this legislation is so urgent, it is
a pity not to adopt the law of 1919. That
wave practically everything required, and did
wot eontain matters that this House has
found so objectionable. Tt seems that in
the Bill hefore us rents can be included, al-
though they are not mentioned.

The Chief Secretary: Thev are dealt with
in a separate Bill.

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: In the event
ot that Bill not going through, the matter
may be dealt with in this one. The measure
before us will apply to all goods, wares or
merchandise, or services rendered to the pub-
lie, or vther things which by proelamation
are deelared to he commodities to whieh the
Act appliecss. T do not know whether a
house is u commodity. I assume members
of the Government know about the Ae¢t of
1919. TUnder that measure nothing except
{oodstuffs and neeessary commodities was
referred fo. [ doubt whether “necessary
cvommodities within the meaning of the Aet”
would cover rent.

Hon. J. Cornell; There were not s0 many
motor ears in thnse days either.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I do not know
that it is necessary to fix the price of motor
cars. T shall not oppose the second reading
of the measure. The Chief Seeretary sur-
prised me when he said that profiteering
was being indulged in now. T have made
jnnuiries and have been unable ko ascertain
that anyone was profiteering. That speaks
well for the loyalty of the people at large.

Hon. G. Fraser: There were one or two
seriows attempts,

[COUNCIL.}

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: I have not
heard of them.

The Chiet Seevetary: In paper, for in-
stance.

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: Not an ounce
of paper is made in this State. ¥hat could
this Bill do in regard to profitcering over-
seas? If members know of any instance
of profiteering it is their bounden duty to
make it public, and thus show their loyalty
to their country. In these cirecumstanees,
no one is more disloyal than is the profiteer.
If members know of such cases, they should
inform the House and invoke our aid. There
is no need to hide the names of such pro-
fiteers. We should blazon them forth. Some-
times we hear whispers that so-and-so is
profiteering, but on investigation this is
found to be incorrect. Many commodities
have gone up in price, and must do so, The
greatest profiteer at present is the gold
miner, whe is receiving an extra 8d. per
shift owing to war eauses having sent up
the price of gold. I know of nothing that
tends to rectify that anomaly. Half the
extra price of gold is being taken by the
Federal Government in the form of a tax.
This means that 50 per eent, of the in-
creased price s being taken hy the Federal
authorities.

Hon. J. Cornell:
gone up?

Hon. H. 8§ W. PARKIER: The miner
obtains bis inerease as if the companies
were getting the full price for their gold,
irrespective of the fact that throngh the war
the ecost of mining has increased consider-
ably by rcason of the increased cost of
overseas eomunodities requived for the pro-
duction of gold.

Hon. G. Fraser: The law of the
gives the miner that inerease.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Yes, but the
Government is asking for the passing of a
law to prevent profiteering, and I am ask-
ing for this other point to be included.

The Chief Secretary: You are not quite
correct in your statement.

Hon, H. S. W. PARKER: I have no wish
to say anything that is incorrect, but that is
the way I read the Bill. Perhaps the Chief
Secretary will correet me if I am wrong.

Hon. L. Craig: The price of gold is based
on the London price,

Hon. H, 8. W. PARKER: I agree that
profiteering of every deseription should he
stoppeil, whenever possible, and [ will do
anvthine T ean do to assist the Government

How much has wool

lant
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to that end. I trust that the Government
in turn will endeavour to keep down the
price of commodities, and will not allow
departments to hoard commodities, as we are
told they are deing.

The Chief Secretary: You should unot be-
lieve everything you hear.

Hon, H. 8. W. PAREER: L have heard
outside this Chamber that the greatest hoard-
ers are Government departments that are
buying up commodities.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: I do not blame
them.

Hon. H. §. W. PARKER : Within reason
it is the duty of the departments to pur-
chase the commodities they require, but will
the Government apply this Bill to public
utilities and State trading eoncerns?

The Chief Secrefary: Can you not {yust
the Government to do the right thing?

Hon, H. 5. W. PARKER: It should
apply to all State trading concerns. Unless
it does so, I fear that perhaps members of
the Government will not appreciate to th
full the significance of what traders have to
put up with,

HON. T. MOORE {(Central) [9.28]: 1
have a few remarks to offer on this impor-
tant Bill. The world has just eommeneced
2, great struggle and no one knows how long
it will last, or what its effect will be. We
can only judge what is likely to oceur frow
what happened during the previous war.
We know that profiteering occuired then.
Prevention is better than euve. It is wiser
to prevent prices f{rom rising than to
endeavour fo bring them down when they
have gone up. That is

why I am
pleased the Government has intreduced
this measure, for by means of it
we may bhe able to keep prices where

they are or as near- to that as possible
I realise how verv diffienlt that will he; but
if a commissioner is set up to deal with
price fixation, his duty will be to take into
consideration all the applieable factors. T
helicve every member of this House appre-
ciates that the commissioner appointed wilt
act, as every such officer in the past has
acted, so as te be fair to all eoncerned.
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: He will have to
live up to the requirements of the Act,
Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, and he fair. Do
not let us raise bogeys about what are really
little wmatters. There is one important
phase to be taken into consideration. Befors
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the present war is terminated we shall have
to call upon a large number of men to give
up their exeellent salaries and put up with
low rates of wages. That is what is hap-
pening even to-day. Has that aspeet been
mentioped? On the other hand, we are
afraid that someone who is dealing in goods
and is likely to do pretty well out of the
business, may not get every little bit to
which he is entitled. Bigger faectors than
that have to be considered. Many of our
men will be drawn from their present means
of livelihood and will have to give up ever
so0 much more. They will have to run all
the risks that war entails. We must see to
it that their wives and families are not the
vietims of profiteering. We should eon-
cern ourselves with matters of that descrip-
tion, and not become so agitated regarding
the intercsts of some little merchants who
may be called upon to make minute saeri-
fices before we emerge from the present
war. Mr. Dimmitt’s argument fell very
short of my point of view. His idea was
to allow merehants to sell their goods at
what rates they thought fit, and if any cus-
tomer were overcharged he could apply for
a refund. Does not Mr. Dimmitt appreciate
how that would conflict with the Federal
provision? Such an arrangement wonld
mean that the commissioner wonld have to
act in one way under the State legislation,
and adopt quite another course under the
Federal law. T have had a lengthy ex-
perience in publi¢ life, and I am sure that
the Government will aet fairly. All will
depend upon the good sense of the com-
missioner, and I helieve the Government will
select a man possessing the necessary quali-
eations to enable him adequately to fill the
post. A man of that deseription will see
to it that injustice is done to no one. When
we get down to bedroek, we must appre-
ciate the fact that we are always afraid of
what is likely to happen, that someone may
be appointed to a position in which he
will not aet fairly. Why cannot members
tealise that under our democratic system we
have to put trust in the man appointed to
do the j0b? T am perfeetly certain that the
oficer selected will aet fairly, and as
promptly as possible, in order that prices
may be kept down to a reasonable hasis
and not be permitted to increase wnduly.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: But priees can-
not he kept down. They ave increasing
every dav.
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Hon. T. MOORE: 1 emphasised that the
commissioner would keep prieces down as
much as possible. Naturally prices will in-
crease, particularly those applying to goods
from overseas. No commissioner wonld at-
tempt to keep such oprices down To
attempt to do so would stifle trade
altogether.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane; We would have
another depression.

Hon. T. MOORE: Such an action would
be absolutely ridiculous. On the other
hand, I do not want the lessons gained dur-
ing the past war to be ignored completely.
Cnfortunalely, in every walk of life there
are those who, when they see an opportunity
to make money, are only too ready to avail
themselves of the advantage. That is what
we must prevent. That is why the Bill has
been introduced. I appeal to the good sense
of members to consider the measure as it
stands, and not raise small bogeys. We are
up against a very stiff proposition, particu-
larly when we view it in the light of what
happened during the Great War. The pre-
sent hostilities represent a greater calamity
than that whiech we had to face in 1914 and
the sueceeding four years. When we .are
apt to take a selfish view regarding the little
things that may happen to us, I urge mem-
bers to eoncentrate on the mueh greater issne
of what is to happen to the great bulk of
our people. After all, it will be the people
who will have to give up a tremendous lot
while the present struggle lasts, We must
conserve their interests. Do not let us worry
abont the small sacrifices that others may
have to make in their respective spheres, I
support the second reading of the Bill.

HON, J, CORNELL (South) [9.35]: In
offering a few remarks on the Bill, the
second reading of which I shall support,
I desire to emphasise that price-fixing is
one of the small phases of the struggle con-
fronting the State. I rather regret the
facetious remarks of Mr. Parker, and I do
not think he meant half what he said.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: What do you
mean ¢

Hon. J. CORNELL: I refer to the hon.
member’s selection of little details of the
Bill which, after all, can be dealt with dur-
ing the Committee stage.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: You will be more
astounded when you read the Bill.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am discussing the
prineiple underlying price-fixing and the
necessity for it. Whether adequate pro-
vision has been made in the Bill is a matter
to be ascertained when considering the Bill
in Commiitee. I was astounded to hear
certain remarks regarding the element of
danger likely to arise from undue injuries
inflicted upon the mercantile section of the
community. The Bill represents an entirely
better proposition than the Federal Aect
under which the Commonwealth adopts an
attitude worthy of Hitler or Mussolini and
says to the States, “Yon must do this.”
Tasmania has fallen into line, but in this
State Parliament has been asked to mould
the price-fixing machinery. The major
phase of the struggle with which we are
eonfronted is what I desire to emphasise.
In the Great War man-power was the main
consideration. If any member has followed
the history of Germany during the last 10
years, he must conclude that man-power will
again be the deciding factor in the present
war. What sacrifices are we to ask men to
make? Tonight we have seen members, in
fear and trembling, commenting upon the
possibility of traders being interfered with
by price-fixation. They will say to the
younger members of the community,
“You must shoulder a gun to preserve
our liberties.” That is the phase to which
I have regard. Thousands of men in this
State will be required to give up wages,
home-life and all they hold dear, and will
willingly do so, in order to take up arms
to preserve the liberties we now enjoy.
That is where the great sacrifice will be
made. As one who had the experience him-
self in 1914-18 and even since the Great
War, I assert that in many instances those
who made the sacrifice in the earlier confla-
gration have had a very raw deal. That
section of the community has no hesitation
in saying that if the man power of this
eountry is to be conseripted, so must be the
wealth and material advantages others en-
Joy. That is the consensus of opinion of
the Returned Soldiers’ League of Australia.
All sacrifices must be on an equal basis. If
men are asked to bear arms and give up all
in defenee of liberty, others must share
equally in the sacrifice. That is the point
of view to which I subseribe, and I trust
that members generally will take the longer
view and in the present instance they will
trust—the administration must be sympath-
etic—the man on whom will be imposed the
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duty of determining what is a fair price for
any particular commeodity.

The suggestionr advanced by Mr. Dimmitt,
that the traders themselves should exercise
that power and that those who depart from
what is right and fair should be brought to
book, carries no weight with me. That is
what happened in Australia during the
previous war. At that time it was a case
of “Go for your life and devil take the
hindermost.” The only ones to derive any
benefit from that war were those who sup-
plied the requirements of the commuanity
in general. The prineciple involved in price-
fixing is that machinery shall be set up to
ensure that there shall be equality of saeri-
fice in relation to the sale and purchase of
goods. That is what is behind the introdue-
tion of the Bill. Without more ado, I sup-
port the second reading, but I throw out
this warning that unless safeguards are pro-
vided in the interests of those bearing arms
in the present war, so that the lessons
learnt during the Great War may not have
been forgoiten, there is an organisation in
the Commonwealth that will raise in the
minds of young men prepared to enlist, the
suggestion that they shall think hard and
long hefore doing sa.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: Yon do not sug-
gost that anyone would do that?

Hon. J. CORNELL: T do. The statement
has been made authoritatively that there is
& job to be done. We must see to it that
wrong is righted and ensure that there shall
be no ineguality of sacrifice imposed upon
the men who may be asked to aceept the
tajor risks. We should mould our ideas
and direct all our efforts in directions that
will not militate against the interests of
those constituting the main faector in the
decision of the issnes confronting the nation,
the man-power that alone will seeure victory.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, debate
adjourned.

ITouse adjourned at 9.45 p.m.

851

Tegislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 27th September, 1939,

PagE

Qumtiona 'I'raﬂie Act, waggons ond trallers, I.leen.aa "
Metl‘o’B:u tan "Mllk Act, Board's balance Eheet. 852
Motlon ; fiic Act, todisallow regulation .. .. B52
Bills ; Industries Assistance Act Contlnunnoe, SR. .. 882
L(urt.gngeea Rights Restriction Act Continuance, 852
Flnnnclnl Fmergency “Act Amendment. 88, .. 862
Toodyay Cemeterles, 3R. ... ... 852

Railway Level C:osalnga, Toport .
Bullders' Registration, 2B l(J:om a58
Agrieultural Bank Act Artendment {No. 2).

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TRAFTFIC ACT.
Waggons and Trailers, License Fees, etc.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that a number of
farmers now transport their produce and
superphosphate cither on farm waggons or
on pneumatic-tyred trailers which are drawn
by tractors on the roads leading to the
sidings? 2, Is he aware that the annual
license fee on a horse-drawn farmer’s wag-
gon for example {a) with 4-inch tyres to
carry up to 4 tons is £1 9s. and (b) with
5-inc¢h tyres to carry up to 7 touns is £2 10s,,
while the license fees on such waggons used
as trailers behind pneumatie-tyred tractors
are stated to be £12 3s. and £25 13s, re-
spectively, to which must be added the
license for the tractor, which of 60 power
weights and at a farmer's half rate costs a
further £7 10s5.? 3, Is it not a fact that
there is comparatively little difference be-
tween the damage done to a road by a wag-
gon drawn by horses and the same waggon
drawn by a pneumatie-tyred tractor? 4, Is
he aware that the license fee for a pneun-
matie-tyred trailer to ecarry 4 tons ig at
farmer’s reduced rate £6 15s. a year? 5, As

. both types of vehicle when drawn by trac-

tors are used only for short periods of the
year, and in view of the great disparity in
license fees, and the number of farms on
which tractors have displaced horses, will he
agree to o substantial reduction of the fees
and amend the Traffic Act this session in
order that such reduetion may be effected?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The proportion of this class of traffie is
velatively small. 2, The figures £1 9s, and £2
10=. should be £1 and £1 15s., being farmers’
vehicles, 3, Yes. 4, Yes. 5, The subject
i® receiving consideration,



