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The Minister for Lands: We are all bored!

The Minister for Railways: Can the mem-
ber for Swan suggest a hoard that would be
fairer!

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, I have indicated
that in my amendment. if the Commis-
sioner of Railways does not like the man
who is to be chairman, he may not accept
him. I have every respect for the Com-
missioner, but none for legislation that is
so lopsided.

The CHLAIRM AN: Order! The hon.
membher must not reflect upon legislation.

Mr. SAMPSON: The legislation has
neither a body to be kicked nor a soul to be
damned, so I am justified in damning this
Bill. What hope has the unfortunate local
authority in whose district the railway
crossing is located? If this provision is
made in the name of democracy, then-
without reflecting on the Minister-demo-
cracy has been given an entirely new name.
The provision proposes to give the Commis-
sioner power to close crossings by a major-
ity vote, when two of the three members of
the board are appointed by the Commissioner.

The Minister for Railways: They are not.
Amendment put and a division taken with
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Mir. Thorn: I wish you would be reason-
able.

The Chairman: I remind the member for
Toodyay that he must not reflect on the
Chair. This is my final warning to him on
that point.

Mr. Thorn: I am not reflecting, Sir.

Commnittee resumed.
Clauses 9 to 12, Title-agreed to.
Mir. SAMPSON: I move--
That the Bill be read a third time this day

six months.
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member may

not move Such a motion at this juncture.
He may do so on the motion for the third
reading.

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 9.29 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
(Teller.) p.m1., and read prayers.

Amiendmient thus negatived.

Point of Order.

Mr. Thiorn: Mr. Chairman, can you
advise mec how much time' the Standing
Orders allow for members to resume their
seats?7

The Chairman: A reasonable time.

QUESTION-PERTH HOSPITAL.

Lotteries Commnission Grant.

Hon' A. THOMNSON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Is the report appearing in the
"West Australian," dated the 26th Septem-
ber, correct, wherein the Premier states that
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a cheque for £20,000 has been paid by the
Lotteries Commission as a first instalment
toward the erection of the new Perth Hos-
pital? 2, What are the "certain conditions"
entered upon between the Commission and
the Government whereby the Lotteries Com-
mission has agreed to pay interest and sink-
ing fund upon £445,000, being the estimated
cost of the first sectiofi of the Perth Hos-
pital? 3, Will the same "certain condi-
tions" apply to all hospitals erected or pro-
posed to be erected in areas outside the
metropolitan area? 4, By what section of
the Lotteries Act do the Commissioners
pledge the future policy and financial opera-
tions of the Commission?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Prevention of illegal lotteries within
the State and alteration of system of con-
ducting lotteries, so as to enable the Com-
mission to assist the Perth Hospital with-
out impairing the assistance being given
to country hospitals. 3, The Commission as-
sists all country hospitals to the utmost ex-
tent that its finances will permit. 4, Sec-
tion 2.

QUESTION-METROPOLITAN MILK
BOARD.

Tabling of Balance Sheet.

Hon. J. A. DIMIMITT asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Has the balance sheet of the
Metropolitan Milk Board for the year 1937-
1938 been laid upon the Table of the
House? 2, If not, why not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. 2, It is regretted that through an over-
sight, due to the papers being referred back
to the Board for further comments, which
were not received before Parliament bad
risen, these papers were not laid on the
Table of the House last session. The mat-
ter is now rectified.

MOTION-WORKERS' COMPENSA-
TION ACT.

To Disallow Regulation.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Han. C. F. Baxter
(East) :-

That Regulation 19 nlde tinder the
Workers' Conilpensnitomi Act, 1912-1938, as pub-
lished in the ''Coverniu.' fl:zette'' on the

12th May, 1939, and laid on the Table of the
House on the 8th August, 1939, be and is
hereby disallowed.

HON. G. FRLASER (West) [4.36]: 1 shall
not hold nit the debate on this motion very
long. I should like to take this opportunity
to thank Mr. Baxter for having given me
a chance to Say a few words on the matter.
From the tone of the debate it appears to
me that members have a misconception of
the actual meaning of the regulation. The
view is apparently held that the regula-
tion has to do with the commencement of
the payment of compensation. Consequently,
many points have been introduced into the
debate that are entirely foreign to the pur-
pose of the regulation. Summned up, the re-
gulation actually provides that in the event
of the suspension of payment of compen-
sation to a worker already in receipt of
such payment, he will have power to demand
further payment within 24 hours of a claim
beingr made. That is the sum and substance
of the regulation, which protects the em-
ployer in the event of his being able to
produce a medical certificate in support of
his action in discontinuing payment. I ask
members whether they consider it right for
an employer, on his own initiative and with-
out the backing of medical evidence, to dis-
continue the payment of compensation to
an employee who has established a claim to
the money. The regulation seeks to prevent
that being done.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: The State In-
surance Office does it.

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not care who
does it; it is not right and should not be
done, and the regulation will prevent the
practice.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Twenty-four hours
will not afford much time for an inquiry.

Hon. G. FRASER: Why should a person
discontinue payment without first having ob-
tained medical support? When a person
claims compensation his ease is investigated.
and eventually the insurance company de-
cides that the claim is genuine and pays the
amount due to the claimant. But evidently
in the past some employers or insurance
colapanies, without receiving any profes-
sional advice, have ceased the weekly pay-
ments to employees.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Suppose a man
will not be examined?9

Hon. G. FRASER: It is no offence if
he will not be examined; but I have not
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known a case in which a mail has refused
to present himself for examination when re-
quested to doa so.

Honl. E. H. Angelo: You do not know
much about the rnattcr then.

Hll. G. FRASER: I have handled hun-
dreds of cases under the Workers' Compen-
sation Act, and I have not yet had an in-
stance in which a person has refused to
submit himself for examination upon being
requested to do so by an insurance company.
If he did not present himself, he would
expect payments to cease.

Honl. J. J. Holmes: That would not hap-
pen under this regulationi

Eon. G. FRASER: The regulation seeks
to give the employer the opportunity to cut
off the employee's wages if he has not pre-
sented a doctor's certificate.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker; Is there anything
in the regulations to say what shall be done
when a man does not submit himself to the
doctor?

Hon. G. FRASER: Not in this regula-
tionl.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: That is the
trouble.

Hon. G. FRASER: I knowv what trouble
w~ould befall a worker if, when ordered to
present hi'ms~elf before a medical Juan, he
refrainedl from doing so.

Hon. IH. S. W. Parker: You cannot order
him to go.

Hon. G1. FRASER: If a mann's money
was cut off he would practically be forced
to go. Most men have to submit them-
selves frequentl y for medical examination.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: If they fail to do
so, their money is cut off.

ion, G. FRASER: The worker will
always pre~cnt himself lost his money be
cut off. ThiP regulation will give the neces-
sary protection to those eoneernd.

Hon. If. S. W. Parker interjected.
The PRESIDENT: The honl. member will

have an opportunity to reply to Mr. Fraser.
Hon. G. FRASER: The regulation pro-

tects both the employer and the employee.
Evidently what has happened is that a man
who has been drawing pay weekly has sud-
denly been cut off from it. The regulation
gives the employer the right to take that
course provided medical evidence has been
obtained. I see no objection to the regua-
tion on that score. Many instances occur in
which a man receives payment by the month

and not by the week. The monthly inter-
val is altogether too long. The regulation
will cover that Phase.

Hon. J. M'. Maefarlane: Payment is made
according to the report.

Hon. G. FRASER: Generally speaking
men are not called up for medical examina-
tion every week; but wvhen a case has been
established payments are made weekly, fort-
nightly, or monthly.

Hon. J. If. Macf arlane: Payment is made
after the certificate is received.

Hon. G. FRASER: The regulation is
satisfactory, and I hope will he permitted to
stand.

Onl motion by Honl. G. W. Miles, debate
adjourned.

MOTION-NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT.

Yo 1)isallou; Regulations.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
thle following motion by Hon. H. Seddog
(North-East):

That Regulations Nos. 85, and 134 to 139.,
inclusive, made under the Native Admninis-
tration Act, 19051936, as published in the
''Goverinment Gazette"' on the 8th Septem-
ber, 1939, and laid on the Table of the House
oil the 12 th September, 1929, be and are
hereby disallowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. WV. H.
Kitson-West) [4.45]: The first regulation
that Mr. Seddon desires this House to dis-
allow is No. 85, which reads as follows-

The coammissioner may direct that so much
of the w~ages of any native, not exceeding
75 per cent, of the total, shall be paid to lhm
in t rust for such native in any manner lie
may think fit, and the wages shall be paid
by the employer accordingly.

OIn this occalion the honorable member did
not go to any great length in attempting to
justify the disallowance of the regulations.
Onl a precious occasion when these regula-
tioins were discussed by the Chamber, much
debate ensued concernig- No. 85. I wecnt
to a great deal of trouble to give the Rouste
information which I feel sure, in the opinion
of the majority of members, justified that
regulation. I do not intend at this time to
s peak at any great length upon the subject.
It ts neeessary* , however, I should inform tlie
House that while it is not a rule of the de-
pnrtinent to put this regulation into opera-
4jmn as far as adult natives are concerned--
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except on rare occasions--more often than
mot the rule is to put into operation this
regulation where wards of the department
are concerned. Members probably know that
all natives under 21 are wards of the De-
partment of Native Affairs. In many in-
stances, younger boys and girls particularly,
when sent out from various institutions into
employment, are required by the department
to agree-the: employers as well-that a cer-
tain percentage of their earnings shall be
paid into a trust account held in their name.
The reason for the 76 per cent. deduction
-it appears to be a large amount-is that
in many cases boys and girls earn only,
say, 7s. (id. or l0s. a week. It is the
department's view that both for boys and for
girls, pocket-money amounting to 2s. 6d.
a week is sufficient.

Hon. L. Craig: Have they to clothe them-
selves out of that?

The CHIEF "ECRETARY: They art
,clothed out of the trust funds.

Hon. L. Craig: Do the regulations say
that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They need
not state it. Usually the employer and the
-department agree what shall he provided,
particularly for the younger natives. In
practice the employer agrees with the de-
partment to pay into the fund a certain
proportion of the wages, and the money is
banked to the credit of the individual native
in a separate account in his name.

Hon. L. Craig: That applies to orphan
boys and girls.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.
Hon. t. Craig: Except that the orphan.

age has the money that in the case of the
natives is paid to the department.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The amount
varies in accordance with the particular or-
-phanage concerned. I can quote instances
showing that the hozn. member's remark does
not apply. I know of cases where it has
been insisted that a larger amount should
be paid to the orphanage, and this amount
has not necessarily gone into a trust fund
on behalf of the individual child.

Hon. L. Craig: Do orphanages clothe the
children?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In the in-
stances of which I speak, all the trust ac-
counts are audited by the Auditor General.
Where the wages are more than 7s. 6d. or
10s. a week and keep-they may amount to
30s. or even £3 a week-the pcrcentag

agreed upon is naturally much lower. The
percentagc paid into the trust fund may
be 25 or even 10, as the Commissioner or
the department may determine.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Is the money paid to
the native when he reaches 21 years of age?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As I previ-
ously explained, immediately the native
reaches the age of 21 years the account is
transferred to him, if he so wishes. In some
instances there is no desire that that course
shall he adopted. Members will agree that
the department is not likely to make state-
ments of this kind unless they are abso-
lutely correct; and I say emphatically that
it is in the best interests of natives, par-
ticularly those who are wards of the depart-
ment, that there shall be a cheek, in the
direction I have indicated, upon the money
they earn. One or two persons have been
sufficiently interested to prosecute inquiries
at the office of the Commissioner of Native
Affairs regarding the application of the
regulation under discussion, as well as of
other regulations. I have not yet met
one individual who, having made personal
inquiries along these lines, has not been
absolutely satisfied with the methods adopt-
ed. Notwithstanding that fact, the House
is asked to consider a motion to disallow
a regulation because something may hap-
pen! That the authority provided in the
regulation should be given to the Commis-
sioer of Native Affairs is absolutely neces-
sary, although the authority is not exer-
cised with regard to adults, except On rare
occasions. In one or two instances the de-
lpaItnuenlt has had knowledge that the em-
ployer was not carrying out his obligations
and was not paying the wages agreed upon.
We niust always remember that the de-
partment exists for the protection of the
nativ e, and in instances such as I have men-
tioned the Commissioner has insisted that a
certain percentage-be ill 20, 25, or 50 per
cent., it matters not--shiall be paid into the
trust account on behalf of the native con-
cerned. By that means the department en-
sure., that the native shall receive the pay-
muent to which he is entitled. There have been
odd eases where the department has been sat-
isfied that the natives concerned were not
sufficiently careful regarding their wages. In
order to protect them and, in some instances.
their relatives~, the department has insisted
that a percentage of the wvages shall be p~aid
hiite trust accounts. I could talk for an hour
or more on instances of that description, and
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so I say that the regulaition is absolutely
necessary. That does not mean that should
the regulation be approved, every native
wvill be called upon to pay a certain per-
centage of his wvages into a trust account,
but that the department will have the right
to protect the interests of natives concerned
should the necessity arise to do so.

Let me deal with another aspect of this
particular regulation and make a compari-
son between what obtains here sad the prait-
tice elsewhere. Queensland is probably the
State most comparable to Westerni Australia
fromt the standpoint of the number of
natives under the care of the department.
In the northern State an entirely different
system operates. Ant Arbitration Court
award covering natives has been issued. I
can imagine some members of this Housec
who from time to time have employed
natives, holding lip their hands in honror at
the thought of an Arbitration Court award
for natives! In Queensland, instead of the
department being able to arrange for a per-
centage of natives' wvages being paid into
trust funds, the whole of the money earned
by aborigines has to be paid to the depart-
ment. Contrast that with the position in
Western Australia! Again I remind mem-
bers that when discussing this important
question, or when viewing the regulations
as a whole, they must hear in mind that the
Department of Native Affairs was estab-
lished for the protection of natives.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: What access has the
Queensland native to the fund to which von
refer?

The CHIEF SECRETARY; A certain
percentage is taken fromt the moneyv paid
into the fund and is used in the interests of
the natives generally. As a result, a huge
sum has been accumulated, and that enables
the Queensland department to do many
times more for these people than we can
possibly do for the natives in Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The fund in Queens-
land amounts to over £300,000.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
sure of the total amount, but I believe it is
over £250,000.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Then the native in
Queensland does not receive any of the
money at all?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. The em-
ployer must pay the full wage to the de-
partment, which retains a percentage for

the purpoPse of making provision for the
aborigines generally. The individual native
is entitled to whatever balance there may
be in his account. When members regard
as rather strange a provision under which
we endeavour to protect natives by a re-
gulation such as that under discussion,-I
think some were rather inclined to listen
to certain representations by Mr. Seddon
-1 hope they wvill consider both sides of
the question amid reach a decision that the
regulation in question is essential. I can
speak with considerable experience regard-
ing thme application of that and other re-
gttiatiomis. I was not in charge of the De-
partmeint of Native Affairs for a few years
without having many unusual and, in some
instances, very strange experiences. I can
vouch for the accuracy of my statement
that I do not know of one instance where
a complaint has been lodged regarding
mtoney Paid into a trust account in com-
pliance with the regulation, whether that
complaint was lodged by the native him-
self or by someone acting on his behalf, in
which time complainant has not been quite
satisfied with the position when explained
to him. The department has quite a con-
siderable organisation dealing with the
affairs of natives who have trust accounts.
kept for them. There are officers whose
duty it is to visit the various stores in the
metropolitan area to buy the requirements
of the natives. In most instances they can
biuy under better conditions than the
natives themselves could possibly hope to do.
We have letters of thanks and congratu-
lation from scores of aborigines who have
expressed the appreciation of what the
departmental officials have done on their
behalf. If the regulation in question is
disallowed, the department will not be em-
powered to carry on work of that descrip-
tion.

The other provisions that Mr, Seddon
seeks to have disallowed are Regulations
134 to 1:39 (a) inclusive. There is no
necessity for me to read them.
Members have read the regulations for them-
selves, and know the purport of them. First
of ali, it is provided that before a mission
can be established, it is necessary that a per-
mit be obtained from the department. We
go further and provide that whoever shall
be in charge of a mission shall also obtain
a permit from the department before assum--
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ing, control ot that inibsiou. Other regula-
tions providle that those engaged in the mils-
sion tivid shall also have a permit if they
wish to carry on their work with the natives.

Agood deal has been said about the iniquity
of this proposal, and there has been a lot
of unfair propaganda spread through this
State, the Eastern States, New Zealand and
the Old Country. 1 wish to assure the
ifouse that nothing has occurred since the
LaLst disc'us;qon that took place on the subject
of these regunlations to alter the opinion of
the Government concerning the necessity for
thenm. Let me deal first of all with the es-
tablishmnent of a is~sion. One would assume
from the remarks of 'Mr. Seddon that no
person, no matter who he might be, would
have the right to establish a mission
-wherever he pleased and under whatever con-
ditions he liked, so tomg as there was to he
-Government supervision. There have been
instances within reet times of establishedi
missions complaining that other persons ha.-e
endeavoured *to start nIissions and have Vk-
tempted to take from the already-established

iko~ion% the natives that were there. ELI,'-

sI'er, some of those people (lid not bear the
best of characters, and I think that those
mnembers of this House who have a fairly
good knowledge of the North will not re-
quire me to give to this House information
about the lparticular places or individuals
concerned. Suffice it to say that there are
concrete instances of men who lperhaps were
not assneiated with any, -;hall f say, recog-
nisril ission authority, going through the
North country aind claimling that they were
mniqsionaies;,, and because they made that
claim, the ,y consider-ed they were entitled fn
do t Ing n some "Nases that no self-re;pet-
injg individual would attempt to do any-
where rise.

lion. J_. .1. Holme":
his collar on back to
he 'permitted to gvo
nninmst the natives.

Because a man puts
front, he should not
anywhere he likes

Tie CHIEF SECRETARY: I agree with
the honorable mnembr, and so I supifoqe be
u-ill he in sympathy with the regmulations in
quiesion and wilt agree that they are
nve-ny The honrable, member put th"
yos;ition pithily in his interjection. Becauni
an indivilnal dceribes himself as a mi-,sion
worker or a missionary, does not neeszarily
mean that he is; a most desirable ;nerf-on for
work amongswt the natives. 313-. Seddon said
that there ;hould be no distinction in respect

to the teaching of the Gospel amongst t."e
natives. 1 cannot quote his remarks word
for word, but I think that is the substance of
what he said. It was something to the
effect that no matter who the individual
might be, or what he was professing to
teach, there should he no distinction. Later
on he qualified this statement by addin;,
"So long as they were Christians."

Hon. H. Sedldon: On a point of ext laWn-
tion. I contended that it was a recogniised
principle of the British Empire that
there shouild be no interference with ei-
gious teaching, and later I spoke of teaching
the Christian religion. That is differen't
from what the Chief Secretary has said.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I thought I
had qualified my remarks with reference to
the honorable member's statement. Sup-
pose a Chinese who had been in this countr
for a few years decided to become a mii-
sion1ary and11 that he intended to teach, not
the Christian religion, but sonmc other reii-
gion, would the honorable member say tlidt
that Chinese would be entitled to go nloit4
to the natives- in the North and] spread hi-;
particular Gospel!~

Hon, H. Seddon: I said a member of the
Britishi Empire.

The CITIEF SECRETARY: I (10 not
intend to deal at length with that point,
except to sayv that the department hag had
niany years, experience onl these question,.
It has no objection to mnissions being estab-
lished in places where it is recog-nised that
they can be of some value and so long u
they are nsot conteting against sonmc athe"
established mission. In instances of that
kind, missxionaries will not enconnter much
objection from the department. That is a
reasonable attitude to adopt. On the other
hland, if :1 mirion is established in a district
aind someone else comes along with the ob-
ject of enticing naqtives from that mission,
the department -will prevent him from doing
so. Then there is the person that an hon.
member referred to, the person who more
or less has an asstociation with some estab-
lished society, and who goes to the back
country. I have the utmost respect for
some of thos-e men; I know them, but there
airc others for whom I have nothing but the
greatest contempt. While T wnq in
charge of the Department of Native Affairs,
individuals; of that type had extreme
difficulty, in ge(ttin-x a permit to enable them
to associate with the natives, as; they aire
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empowered to do once they are recognised
as miisionarics. Let it not be forgotten
that wve do not interfere with religious
teaching in any shape or form. All we have
to do in connection with these regulations
is to see that those engaged in mlission work
are men and women of good character,
people whuj carn be relied upon to do a
fair thing by the natives. I think this is
apt to be overlooked, that with the amend-
ment of the Native Administration Act the
same power was given to missions and mis-
sionaries a., is held by the Child Welfare
Department, and all that we are askingf of
members of missions is that those concerned,
or the people employed by them, shall he
subject to conditions similar to those applied
to our own officers. I remind members that
these missions are given authority to teaeh
native -hildren, and authority to establish
hospitals. and in fact to do everything that
is done for white children by our own State
Welfare Departmicnt. I think I said
enough last session, when dealing with these
regulations, to give members food for thought
in that particular connection. And so it
does seemn to me that if members support
M1r. Seddon in his desire to disallowv the
regulations in question, they should have
due regard as to what the results might be.

Ever sinice there has been in this State
an Aborigines Department, later known as
the Department of Native Affairs, it has9
been an offence for any person to be found
on a native reserve without a permit. We
have been particularly lenient towards those
who profess to be mission workers, and we
have never taken exception to their going
on reserves. We have never asked that
they should have authority, provided of
course we knew that they were operating
there. Except in those cases where we have
had information concerning- a certain type
of individual and the practices that
ivore being- carried out, authority to enter
reserves has not been withheld. If these par-
ticular regulations are disallowed, we shall
have to fall back upon the Act, and the
Act says that nobody, except the superin-
tendent of reserves, shall he entitled to go
on the reserves without written authority.
Is the department to take that particular
aiction and prosecute those men simply
because a wrong idea may exist about the
regulations, an idea that they are interfer-
ing with the teaching of the Bible? There
is no truth whatever in that, and I have

the assurance of the Commissioner that
since he has been Commissioner of Native
Affairs, he has not heard any complaint
regarding the teaching of the Gospel, unless
some member would] like to quote that the
deportment has taken exception to certain
individuals% continuing to engage in mission-
arv effort.

Hon. J. J. Holines: By that you mean
undesirable men.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In the
opinion of the department 2fen who aire not
suited for the work and undesirable from
the point of view of character.

Hon. E. HI. Angelo: The Comissioner of
Native Affairs would have to get the M,%inis-
ter's authority before taking action.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There atre
instance,, where the Commissioner has had to
take action without delay. Probably the
Minister's authority was obtained after-
wards. Even in those cases he has not the
power to remove an individual except by
lprosteutioli. The regulations the hon. mem-
ber de~sires to disallow will overcome that
dilliulty. All thait we ask is that before a
mission is established, a permit shall be
obtained fromn the department, and having
secured that we say to those engaged in the
work, that they too must have a permit. The
regulations are not framed because these
people are preaching the Gospel, but
because they are being given permits under
the Act to deal. with the natives who are
being looked after by particular missions
or missionaries.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Have you authority
to cancel the permits ait present?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, these
permits can be cancelled, and in order to
meet the desires of what I thought and
still believe was a majority of the organi-
sations engag-ed in missionary effort
amiongst the natives, we have provided for
an aIppeal hoard. Therefore I cannot un-
derstand why there should he any objection
to the regulations. In ninety-nine eases
out of a hundred the ranting of a per-
mit would he purely a formal iffatter. Take
an Anglican mission; there has been a
good deal of complaint about one or two
employees of Anglican missions at various
times, just as there have been complaints
about employees of other missions. Sup-
pose the Archbishop of Perth submitted to
the Commissioner of Native Affairs that
he was engaging a certain individual, say,

$25
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for the Forrest River Mission, and the
Commissioner, knowing the individual and
his or her character, suggested that the
services of somebody else should be secured
because the individual proposed was not
satisfactory from the departmental point
of view: The Archbishop would naturally
want to know the reason, and the Coxumis-
sioner would tell hint. I venture to say that
the Archbishop would adopt the attitude,
"'Very wvell, if that is the case, it is some-
thing of which we have no knowledge, and
we shall be only too plensed to substitute
another individual. " That is what would
take place. Suppose, on the other band,
the Commissioner of Native Affairs did not
know the individual concerned, he would
accept the Archbishop's word and issue a
permit, and if the individual proved un-
satisfactory front a departmental point of
view, the Commissioner, through the Min-
ister, of eourst, would cancel the permit.

Hon. L. Craig: Or see the Archbishop
again.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Certainly.
In the event of the Arobbishop, the or-
ganisation or the church being dissatisfied,
'we provide, by Regulation 139A, for an
appeal board. The following is the con-
stitution of the appeal board:-

W"here any person has been refused a per-
mit as a superintendent or manager of a
mnission or mission worker, or, being the holder
of a permit as a superintendent or manager of
amission, or mission worker, has received noti-

fication of the revocation of such permit, then,
notwithstanding ainythinag to the contrary con-
tained in Regulations 135 to 138, both inclu-
sire, of these regulations, such person shall,
suhjeet to this regulat ion, have a right of ap-
peal1 to a I)oaIrd of refe-rence against such re-
fosal or revocation, and the following pro-
visions shall apply:-

(a) Te person desiring to appeal shall,
within one month after Ihe -refusal of the
permit or after the receipt by him of the
notification of tbe revocation of his permit, as
the ease may be, servo uponi the Commissioner
in writing under his hand notice of appeal
stating therein the grounds of such appeal.

(b) Upon receipt of such a notice of ap-
peal, the Commnissioner shall forthwith inform
the Minister thereof, and the Minister shall,
as soon as reasonably may be, cause a board
of reference to be constituted to bear and de-
termine such appeal.

(e) A board of reference for the purposes
of this regulation shall consist of five persons,
namely-

(i) The Commissioner of Native Affairs or
Ms deputy;

(ii) one person nominated by the governing
body of the Church of England it-
Perth;

(iii) one person nominated by the governing
body of the Roman Catholic Church
in Perth;

(iv) one person nominated by the governing
body of the Presbyterian Church in
Perth; and

(v) one person nominated by the governing
bodies of all the nonconformist
ahurehes in Perth acting together as
one body for the purposes of making
such nomination.

Then follow machinery clauses.
Hon. G. W. Miles: What could he fairer-7
Trhe CHIEF SI'C;..ETAR1Y: The board

would consist of representatives of the
vari. ous religious bodies actively engaged.
ifl mfissionatry efforts among the natives,
plus the Commissioner of Native Affairs.
What could be fairer? Yet Ave find repre-
sentatives of one or more missionary or-
ganisations disseminating propaganda re-
garding what might be termed the iniquity
of these regulations, If I remembher rightly,
when I dealt with the disa[lowanete of re-
gulations last session, I was called upon
to speak for several hours. Whenever this
subject is introdnced, I can s.till find
it possible to talk for hours, but on this oc-
casion I do not pro pose to no so.

Hon. H S. W. Parker:- Do the missions
receive any (.iovcrnment funds?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Most of the
missions, not all, are subsidised on the basis
of so ich per head, generally speaking,
but not for all inmnates. The amount in-
volved iq a few thousand pounds a year-
This is not as much as we would like to
give, but is the best we have been able to
do.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Tn any event the na-
tives would receive the benefit of the fewr
thousands of pounds?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of coilrse.
I again submit to mnembers that, even though
there may be objection to the individual
occupyi. ng the position of Commissioner of
Native A~ff airs, he is the bead of a depart-
mnent and has a statutory responsibility to
look after the interests and affairs of the
natives in this State. He has had many
ye-ars of erperienee; he has a very efiient
staff, and his field officers would compare1
I believe, more than favou-rably with many
of those engaged in the mission work. Be-
fore we disallow regulations of this kind we
should have some regard for the viewpoint
of the department. I have heard members
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in this Chamber express remarks derogatory
,of the Commissioner, but I venture to assert
the time will come-and I think it is not
far distant-when mnt eters will realise that
whatever the Commissioner has endeavoured
to do in matters of this kind, he has done
in the interests of the natives. The Coin-
missioner is not likely to he much longer
in the service of the State; he is approach-
ing the retiring age. Therefore it cannot
be suggested that he is proposing these
regulations with the object of ensuring that
conditions will be made easier for himself
or of securing more power than he has had
heretofore.

Many of the regulations to which excep-
tion w~as taken last year on the ground of
the Commissioner's being called upon to do
certain things have been amended to pro-
vide that the Minister shall do those things.
Personally, I do not agree with the altera-
tion, bnt it has been made.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It means the same
see-saw.

The C11IEF SECRETARY: It will give
the Minister more work.

Hon. E. BI. Angelo: And will place more
responsibility on the Minister.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, because
-in all such cases the Minister accepts the
responsibility, at any rate, when any serious
question is involved. 31r. Seddon referred
to the Canberra conference and quoted reso-
lutions of the conference that he thought
justified his motion for the disallowance ot

the regulations. I think the tables can be
turned on the honourable member. What does
be know of the discussions at the conference
held iii Canberra? He is aware that the
details of the discussions have not been pub-
lished.

Hon. H. Seddon: The resolutions have
-been published.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Some of the
resolutions have been published, and the re-
solutions quoted by the honourable member,
-in my opinion, support these regulations
rater than having the opposite effect, as
-was suggested by him. Surely there is no
-hardship in requiring a mission organisation
to submit to the department, which is res-
ponsible for all natives under 21-and most
of the inmiates of missions are under 21-
the names of persons proposed to be em-
ployed, not necessarily to preach the Gospel,
"but in the various undertakings that re-
,present part of the missions' activities. We

have already provided by regulation that if
the Commissioner is of opinion that a per-
mit should not be issued, an appeal can bu
made to a board of reference, and no hoard
could possibly be fairer than the one pro-
posed. If what 1 say is true, I cannot for
the life of me understand why there should
be such objection to these regulations. T
do not propose to enter into any more de-
tails. Members have sufficient knowledge
of the subject from the debates which took
place last session, and if they care to refres.
their memories, they have the "Hansard" re-
ports to refer to. These regulations an'
absolutely necessary in the interests of th
natives themselves. The Act provides fo-
certain things, and the regulations consti-
tute the machinery by which those things
shall be carried out.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Do not those things
become automatic? Are there no regula-
tions leading up to them?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The indivi-
dual concerned would have to submit his
appeal in writing- in one month.

Hon. W. J. Mann: To whom?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: To the Com

missioner.
Hon. W. J. Mann: And the Commissioner

would call the board together?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.
Hon. W. J. Mann: The Commissioner has

no power to disallow a permit?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: No.
Hon W. J. Mann: That seems fair.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: "The Com-

mnissioner shall forthwith inform the Minis-
ter thereof and the Mlinister shall, as soon
as reavonably may be, cause a board of
reference to be constituted to hear and do-
termine such appeal." Included in thd-
machinery' clauses are the following--

(i) If the appellant fails, without reason-
able excuse, to attend before the hoard of
reference at the time appointed for the hear-
ine of the appeal, such appeal shall be forth-
with dismissed; but if the board of reference
is sntisfied that the failure of the appellant to
attend at the time appointed for the hearing
of the appeal is excusable, the board may ad-
Jour,, the hearing of the appeal as it may
think fit.

(k) On the hearing of the appeal the board
of reference ay either allow or dismiss the
appeal, and in every ease the decision of the
board shall be final and binding upon the 5%p.
pellant and the Minister.

(1) Where the board of reference allows an
appeal the Minister shall forthwith give effect
to the decision of the board in accordance 'with
the terms thereof; nmd where the board of
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reference has dismissed an appeal against thne
revocation of a permit, the Minister shall forth,-
with thereafter publish notification of such
revocation in the ''Government Gazette'' as
required by Regulation 137.
There are one or two other clauses that I
have not read. 1 reiterate that the fact
that strong objection should be raised to
these regulations passes my understanding-
and particularly that the people concernel
should be the ones who are endeavouring to
have the regulations disallowed. I oppos
the motion and I hope members will sup-
port me in endeavouring to secure the re-
tention of the regulations.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [5.30]:
1 do not intend to speak at any length, but
I do wish to explain my vote on this oc-
casion. I shall deal first with Regulation
85, which hans heen so fully dealt with by
the Miinister. Last time this and other re-
gulations were before the House on a
motion for their disallowance, I was taken
to task by many of my friends for having
voted fcr Regulation K5, which allows the
Commissioner to have a certain proportion
of a native 's wages deducted and sent to
the department to be taken ebarge of.
I explained to my friends that unfortun-
ately the Act deals with the entire State,
and that when regulations were gazetted
they had to be wide enough to cover the
entire State. I have made inquiries re-
garding the present position uinder the re-
golation; and I am told by the Commnis-
sloner-noreover this i., eoitied by the
Minister in charge of the department-
flint in the whole of the North-West there
are only twi, wards affected by' the regu-
lation. They are twoe lads, aged 16 and 17,
employed in the Kimberleys. They airc wards
of the State, and half their wages I .s in
each case, sent down to the Commissioner,
who bank., the money in the nati ve, own
name for him.

lon. If. Seddon: What about adults?

lion. F. 11. ANGELO: I say that those
are the only two natives affected by the
regulation in the whole of the North-West.
I want to make that clear, because it shows
how little some of my pastoral friends
knewv of the facts when they thought I was
wrong in supporting the regulation on the
last occasion of its coming before the
House. I consider it an excellent regula-
tion. To me the Commissioner app~ears to

Ie aeimn- ill tile way a wise father would
act in tile case of children. Further, as the
Minister has assured us, the regulation af-
fects only wards.

The Chief Secretary: No. However, those
are the only cases.

lion. E. HI. ANGELO: The only cases so
far as lay Province is concerned. I can
only go by what has happened. In the
whole of the North-West, wvhere we have
more natives employed than in the rest
of thme State, there are only two young lads
of 16 and 17 years whose wages arc in
any way affected by that regulation.

lion. C. P. Baxter: Being wards of the
State, they are under the regulation.

lion. E. 11. ANGELO: The money is
banked by the Commissioner in their own
nlames on1 their behalf. I repeat, wve can
only go by what has happened; and I am
assured that that is the present position.
My remarks refer to the whole district
from Geroldton to the Kimberleys.

Hon. H. Seddon: D~o you say that there
are no natives apart from those in your
electorate whose money has to be sent down
to the Conunissionrr

HOn. E3. H. ANGELO: The position is as
.stated in liy protest, so I am assured by
hoth the Mlinister and the Commissioner.

HOn. C. F. Baxter: You must have mis-
understood thenm.

HOn. E3. H. ANGELO: I have not heard
of another ease.

The Chief Secretary: What were you as-
sured of?

lon. E3. 11. ANGELO: I was assured by
the Commissioner that in the North-West
there were only two wards affected by the
regulation.

The Chief Secretary: But there are many
affected by it outside the North-West.

Hon. E. 11. ANGELO: Yes. I think I
made Myself clear.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you know that
the Commissioner can deduct up to 753 per
cent, of thme wages?

lon. E. II. ANGELO: If he thinks it
necessary. However, as the Minister has
pointed out, the Commisioner is placed in
charge of the important work of taking
care of all natives in the State. Ile fune-
tiCls milier noi Act, and lie Ilas to frame
reilations, which enable him to carry ouat
his duties. I have no fault to find with Re-
gulation 85. -Now regarding the regulation
as to permits for establishing missions: I
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must also support the Commissioner's
policy in that respect. The Minister has
stated reasons why it is necessary that the
Glovernment should say when a new mis-
sion is to be established, On one aspect of
the matter the hon. gentleman did not touch,
and I will (10 so briefly. May I say that I
went tip to the North 52 years ago and lived
there for many years, including 20 years
on the Gascoyne. Probably I have seen
more of the native life of Western Aus-
tralia than has any other member of this
Chamber. On nuiprous 'occasions--both
recently and years ago-I have had talks
with natives (on religious matters. In many
cases I have found that there is confusion
in their minds, and bewilderment, as to what
they are being taught. This applies
especially to nomiad natives. A nomad
njative -loes to one mission and is taught
pertain doctrines. He goes to another mis-
sion and is taught other doctrines. I
remember one native soayvng he wvent to a
mission where the father in charge took
him to church and] talked a language which
was not English. "I no know what he talk.
Then I g-o to another mission, and there they
make prayer out of boo0k different to other
fellow." Then1 the native goes to yet another
mission, and there also the~ teaching is
altogether different. Is it not fair and right
for the department to declare that it is not
to the native's beneft to receive these con-
flicting teachings?

Hon. A. Thomson: What about white
people?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Does the hon.
member understand why there is all this
difference of religious opinion?

Hon. A. Thomson: No.
Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I certainly do not

know. The department says, "Let the
Anglicans have their mission here, and the
Roman Catholics can go to another part of
the district, and the Presbyterians to yet an-
other, and so on."

The Chief Secretary: There are zones.
Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Yes, and that is

what the position should be until the
churches come together and prepare for the
natives a simple ritual covering the main
principles of the Christian religion. But I
fear we shall never get the churches to do
that.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The missions find all
the money.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: No; they do not
all find all the money. The hen. member is
mistaken. Some missions find all the money;
others do not. It is undoubtedly advisable
for the Government to have a say where
missions should he started. I come to a
further point. A good deal has been said
by people connected with religious bodies,
and also by Mr. Seddon, to the effect that
no license should he required for teaching
the gospel. I entirely agree with that.
Every person should be able to go out and
preach the Christian religion wherever he
so desires. If I thought that that was not
being permitted, I would have to support
Mr. Seddon's motion. However, I again
have the word of the Commissioner and of
the Minister controlling the department, that
that is not the ease at all, but that anyone
can go out and preach the gospel anywhere
provided be does not go on to a native
reserve. If anyone is to blame in that case,
Parliament is, because 'the Act distinctly
states, in Section 14, that it shall not he
lawful for any person other than a native to
enter or remain upon jor e within the
boundaries of a native reserve for any pur-
pose whatsoever unless he is a superintend-
ent or a person acting under his direction
or an inspector or a director authorised in
that behalf urder the regultions. That
is why the regulations are Tramned en-
abling the Commissioner to allow people to
go upon native reserves. The Commissioner
assures me that he has no objection what-
ever if he knows the person, but that he
certainly considers it his duty to the Gov-
ernment, to Parliament and to the people
of the State to be quite satisfied as to who
is going on native reservations. He has no
trouble whatever with the recognised mis-
sions controlled by churches. There it is
simply a matter of form. A church says,
"MNr. So-and-so is going to such a place,"
and the Commissioner says, "All right." But
the Commissioner has to be extremely care-
ful to see who else goes on reservations and
is not connected with these ireligious bodies.
Perhaps it is a pity that the word "permit"'
crept into the regulation. The object could
have been achieved in a much more friendly
manner by stating that the religious bodies
affected should write to the Commissioner
saying, "a Mr. So-and-so is leaving for such
and such a place". The word "prmt
seems to stick in the throats of many people.
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The Objet Secretary: What about the
word "license"7

H1on. E. 11. ANGELO: The Act distinctly
says what is to be done. Parliament has
laid down that no one can enter a native
reserve unless ho first obtains the Commis-
sioner's authority to do so. With aUl my
experience of the law, all my experience of
natives, besides my experience of a good
many people who have gone on native reser-
vations under th pretencte of doing their
duty by the native., from a religious aspect,
I am convinced that the regulations are
quite correct. Therefore I regret that I
cannot support "Mr. Seddon's motion.

HON. J. A. DWUMITT (MIetropolitan-
Suburban) [6.43]: My remarks will be few,
hut I want to draw the attention of the
House to some questions which I asked the
Chief Secretary on the 21st instant. My
first question was whether a conference had
been called between the Honorary Minister,
then in charge of the Department of Na-
tive Affairs, and the mission and chuirch
organisations as to regulations disallowed by
the Council. The -reply was, yes. Another
qu~cstion was how many persons attended
the conference, and the Chief Secretary in-
dicated their number and named thenm. My
last question was what motions, if any, were
carried at the conference. The Minister's
reply referred me to the account of the
proceedings. which appeared in the "West
Australian" of the 16th and 17th February
last, as well as the official account, copies
of which were laid on the Table. I quote
from the report that o# tthe- motion of M1r.
Tulloch the conference decided that Regula-
tions 134 to 139A, relating to licenses and
permits in respect of missions and mission
workers, be rejected, and that the depart-
ment be asked to submit alternative pro-
posals. The motioni was carried with only
three dissentients. The point T make, how-
ever, is that the department apparently
treated the conference with scant respect.

Hfon. J. Cornell: There was not much
Christian charity shown at it.

H[on. J. A. DTMIMITT: Tn speaking on
the regulations last year I suggested that a
conference should be held-a round-table
talk. I do not know whether the conference
I have mentioned resulted from that s-,n
gestion; but the conference was held and,
to use Mr. Cornell's words, a spirit of
Christian charity did not mark the proceed-

The Honorary Minister: It did on our
side, hut not on the side of the churches.

Hon. J. A. DfLIMITT: The department's
attitude seems unbending. The resolution
I read was cardied by 37 of 40 representa-
tive people.

Hon. J. Cornell: Many of them were
unbending, too.

lion. J. A. DI'M3HTT: That is sufficient
justification for me to support the disallow-
nnt'c Of the regulations.

On mnotion by Hon. H1. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

BILLS (4)-FIRST READING.

1, Industries Assistance Act Continuance.
2, Mortgagees' Rights Restriction Act Con-

tinuance.
3, Financial Emergency Act Amendment.
4, Toodyay Cemeteries.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

MOTION-STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [5.52]:- I move-

That so mnuch of the Standing Orders be sus-
penided as is necessary to enable the Pro-
fiteerin g Prevention Bill and the War Funds
Regalation Bill to pass through all stages at
one sitting.

I regret the necessity for having to intro-
duce such legislation, hut experience guides
us in matters of this kind. Experience
shows that it is necessary to introduce
legislation to deal with the subject matters
of these two Bills. The question may he
asked why we seek authority to deal with
them ait any one sitting of the House. All
I need say in reply is that af ter war was
declared the Prime Minister of the Com-
monwealth-within 24 hours--notified the
Premiers of the States that he desired to
meet them in conf erence in order to dis-
cuss matters connected with the war. One
can well imagine the importance of the
questions requiring his attention and the
attention of the Premiers when I say that
within a few minutes of the opening of the
conference the Prime Minister introduced
the subject of emergency legislation to deal
with profiteering. The conference was
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-called so urgently that our own Premier
had to leave Parliament House by motor
to catch a train that had already left
Perth, some distance further up the track.
That is myv reason for asking that Buth-
uority be given to deal with these measures
irrespective of the Standing Orders. Every
-day lost wvill make a considerable differ-
-ee to our people. The matter is entirely
in the hands of the House. If members de-
'cide there is no hurry for this legislation
-of course I must submit to their will; but
I point out that the Commonwealth G4ov-
-erment has made it clear that no time
should be lost in passing this legislation.
'That should he sufficient justification for
the passing of the motion. All the other
States are following the Commonwealth's
lead in this matter.

Hon. (3. W. Miles: But not passing the
legislation at one sitting.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As a matter
,of fact, I believe a deputy commissioner
has been appointed in each of the States.
iMr. Nicholson shakes his head.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is not so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Pre-
mier informed me just before we met this
afternoon that a deputy commissioner had
been appointed in each State. The hion.
member is aware that we nominated a cer-
tain gentleman to fill that position. He was
sent away hurriedly to Canberra to take
part in a conference at which the deputy
commissioners were to be present.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Minister refers
to the deputy commnissioners appointed
-under the Commonwealth Act, which is a
totally different thing from the State Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hion.
member is right. A deputy commissioner
is acting for the Commonwealth.

Ron. G3. W. Miles: The Minister in ant
other place said he was prepared to accept
amniidments from this House. Why is it
-necesqiary to rush the Bills through in a
dayI

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Apparently
there is some misunderstanding. Members
,do not quite appreciate what the motion
really means. I have not said that the
Government is not prepared to consider
amendments; it will be only too pleased to
do so.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And yet you desire
authority to pass the legislation in one
sitting.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The motion
does not say that the Bills shall be passed
at this sitting of the House.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: They could be
passed at the next sitting.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course
they could.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Why suspend the
Standing Orders?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Let me sub-
mit this to the hion. member. To-morrow is
Thursday, and if we reach the Committee
stage tomorrowv evening and the Standing
Orders arc not suspended, then the third
reading cannot take place until next week,
wvhich is Show Week. Possibly some delay
will ensue on that account.

Hion. J. J. Holmes: The Profiteering
Prevention Bill will control the trade of
the State.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Bill is
complementary to the Commonwealth legis-
tation. The Commonwealth considered it
to be necessary to pass the legislation in
juinutes, not hours. The Assembly suspend-
ed the Standing Orders to allow of the
measure passing through in one sitting.

Holl. J. Nicholson: That is not much of a
guide.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If we sus-
pend the Standing Orders we shall be able
to deal with the measure in one sitting, just
as the House thinks fit. That is the posi-
lion. If I amn wrong the President will
correct me.

Hoa. L. B. Bolton: The Commonwealth
Act applies to all the States equally. This
Bill applies to one State only. It may lie
used to a disadvantage.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sur-
prised at the lion. member. He is aware that
sonic of' the States have already got this
legislation on their statute-book. They
have price-fixing legislation, which is being
utilised by the Commonwealth in this con-
nection. For our part-I know I am not
dealing with the subject matter of the mo-
tion, as I suppose I should do-our inten-
tion is to utilise the same officers and ma-
chlinery as are employed by the Commron-
wealth. I submit the motion to the House
in the belief that members will agree that if



[COUNCIL.]

the Commonwealth Government considers
this anr urgent matter we should consider
it urgent too.

lion. 11. S. W. Parker: If the Standing
Orde; s are suspended, shall we be giveb
an opportunity to consider the Bill over-
night before continuing the debate after
you have made your second reading speech?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Certainly. I
thought I made it clear that the Bill will be
entirely in the hands of hon. members. The
motion does not say that the Bill shall be
passed through all stages at this sitting, but
provides for its being passed through aUl
stages in any one sitting. That might be tomor-
row, or next Tuesday, or a month hence. What
I am endeavouring to impress upon mnem-
bers is that we should lose no time over the
matter. I think that shows the Government
is wvell aware of the need for having letis-
lation of this kind on the statute-book as
early as possible. When the Bill, in what-
ever form, is placed on the statute-book
rests entirely with hon. members and not
with tile Government. For that reason I
feel I can move the motion in the confident
belief that the House will support it.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East) [6.2):
While I find myself in accord with the
Leader of the House regarding the impor-
tance of legislation of this nature, I disa-
gree entirely with the rest of his statements.
The Profiteering Prevention Bill is one of
tremnendous magnitude.. What will it doe!*
If nassed, it must necessarily lead to the es-
tablishment of a big Government depart-

nt, the duties of which will be to control
absolutely the whole of the commercial trade
of the Sfate. From the time such an Act
reeives the Royal assent, all people enl-
unaed in commercial pursuits in Western
Anusrnlia will have to how to the dictates of
the department.

H~on .. %f. 'Maefarlane: And the Bill is
retrospective.

in. C. F. 13AXTER: In addition to
that, as Mr. 2racfarlane has stated, the ap-
plication of the Pill will he retrospective to
the 31st August. The measure contains 34
clases that will neessarily be very far-
reaching; vet we are asked to suspend
Standing Orders. Days and days will be
required for us to dligest the measure and to
do justicep to it. If we rush it throughl, we
.shall probably inflict grreat injury on the
commercial life of Western Australia; and

that is not what is wanted. Did not the
1'rune Minister declare that business should
be c-arried on with as little disturbance as
1pu...ible in all trades and callings? If we
rush the Bill through, what will be time posi-
tion ! One glance at the measure reveals
how dang-erous it is. For eighbt different
transactions, a person can ha finied i£200 or
imprisonled for six months with hard
labour or be subjected to both p~enalties.

The Chief Secretary: A fine of £2,000
would all Ibe too heavy in some instances.

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: Some of the treen
sa,.-tiorns arc, of only a minor character. A
corporation call be fined L500. Are we ta
deal lightly with matters of that kind? We
shiould not display any indecent baste in
passing the Bill. The Prime Minister-
together with some Premiers of other States
- -was% seized with the importance of intro-
ducing such legislation; but I would point
out that the Prime Minister has taken action
that to a certain extent renders similar
action unnecessary here. The House should
call a halt and thien go very slowly, with a
view to ascertaining exactly what is our
position. There may not be the slightest.
need for the Bill to be placed on the statute-
book.

The Chief Secretary: That is an interest-
ing ntatement from you.

Honi. C. F. BAXTER: If the Chief See'-
rerarv will wait a minute, he will under-
stand why I made the statement. Airead v
the Federal Government has made tromei.
douq strides in controlling prices and pri-
venting- profiteering. Section 59 (1) of thme
Defence (National Security General) Regu-
lations Statutory Rule reads as follows-

A Minister, so far as it appears to him to
lip necessary in the interests of tbe defence of
thle Commonwealth or thep efficient prosecution
of the wvar or for maintaining supplies and
services essential to the life of the commun-
ity may by order provide (a) for regulating
the production, treatment, keeping, storage,
movement, transport, distribution, sale, pur-
chase, uise or consumption of essgential articles,
and in particular for controlling the prices at
which the articles 'nay be sold.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Where is that
from?

lion. C. F. BAXTER: It is a Federal
statatory rule. That was an important
mu1.tter discussed at a conference between the
Federal Government and the State Premier-,
and the Federal Government has% grone ahead
with it since. I saw in the Press that the
responsible Minister in this State said the
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Federal Government wats controlling only 12
items.

Ron. J. Nicholson: The number has been
increased.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I will deal with
that in a moment. The Minister was prob-
ably correct when hie made his statement,
but the list at present contains 58 items. It
will be wvell for me to read them to members
in order to indicate how far the Federal
Oovcrnment hais taken control, and to show
there is no reason for a suspension of our
Standing Orders, or for us to evince any
haste in passing this measure, which ought
to receive mature consideration. The sched-
ule of goods the prices of which are con-
trolled by the Federal Government is as
follows:

Piece goods, viz., cotton, silk, artificial silk,
hessian and jute, bags and sacks, including wool
packs Petrol, kerosene, fuel oil, crude pet-
roleuni, mineral lubricating; plate and sheet
metal, viz., tinned aluminium; dyes and dry
colours; tea, toffee and cocoa; crude asbestos;
cream separators; fertilisers; tractors; paper,'viz. absor-bent (copying), blotting boards, car-bon and stencil, cartridge, electrical insulating,
felt, fltter, fruit wrapping, newspriating, parch-
mnent, printing, sensitized surface, coated.
tissue, transparent, cellulose, wyrapping, writ-
ing and typewriting, gummed, other paper;
lisli in tins; rubber, crude; rubber tyres and
tubes; coal and coke; Portland cement; knit-
ting needles for hosiery manufacture; building
materi!as, viz- bricks and tiles, timber-dressed
and undressed, door- and window frames, ply-
wood wvall and ceiling boards, iron and steel-
sheet, black galvanised, flat galvanised, corru-
gated, structural beams, galvanised troughing,
paints and varnishes, lime, plaster of paris,
paper hangings, builders' hardware, sanitary
.articles of earthenware; lenther; flexible shaft-
ing and casing for same. (This order also pro-
rides that the prevailing price of petrol, fuel
oil, crude petroleum, mineral lubicating oil
shall be as dened in prices order of eighth
plus5 the actual amount of additional duty paid
in respect of such goods as -a result of Customs
or excise proposals introduced to House of Re-
presentatives on Friday, 8th September, 1939.3

Baking powder; candles; cornflour; dates:
plain and self-raising flour; dtried and canned
fruits; infants and invalids' foods; fish paste;
jams and fruit jellies; canned meat, extract of
mneat; matches; milk and cream, viz, con-
densed, concentrated and powdered, including
powdlered skimi milk; castor oil; olive oil; oat-
meal, wheatmeal and other prepared breakfast
foods, consisting of processed grain; biscuits;
rice; sago; salt; household soaps; tapioca;
canned and dried vegetables; Cream of tartar:
tartaric acid and citric acid; bicarbonate of
soda; bread; butter; butchers' skewers; saus-
age casings; reaper and binder twine; drugs
and chemicals, viz, bismuth, carbonate, phea-
zone, sodium bromide, ammnonium bromide, potas-

siumi biromuide, Eodliuu, iodine, potassium iodine,
potassium citrati', Sodium salicylate, Methyl
sulleylate; sugar; surgical lint gauzes and
bandages; cotton wool. medicated or other-
wrise; cailplor; glycerine; mercury; linseed
(oil;, wire nietting.

The Federal Government has practically
covered the whole field already. The man
selected to represent the Federal Govern-
ment in this State is a Western Australian
Government employee. Why should we
in this Stale display indecent haste with
a Bill covering matters already being
dealt with by the Federal authorities? We
know very well that it is not the opera-
tion of such an Act that will he effective;
it is the moral effect of the mere existence
of the Act that will count. The knowledge
that there is such a measure will keep people
up to the mark and prevent profiteering.
The moral effect is the most important as-
lpect of every Act of Parliament. I think
1 am right in saying that during the whole
period I have been ini this Chamber, this
is the first occasion on which I have raised
objection to a motion of this character. I
regret that such an action has been forced
upon me, but I cannot sit here and allow
motions of this description to go through
and a Bill like this to he submitted without
raising some protest. It is all right for the
Minister to say that it rests with the House-
as to when the Bill is eonsidered, but there
is not the slightest need for the suspension
of Standing Orders, and I hope members
will not agree to the motion. I trust we
shall be able to give quiet consideration to
the Bill before it is placed on± the statute.
book. If the Federal Government is going
into the matter to the fullest extent, why
should we pass a redundant Act?

Hen. W. 3. Mann interjected.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That may be so

but the Commonwealth is taking action
Here is a copy of its wvork. The Federal
Government has seen fit to take the, matter
into its own hands; so why should we agree
to this legislation?

ion. H. Thckey: Tbe Federal control is
not operating in this State yet, is it?

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: It'is operating in
every State of the Commonwealth. Officers
of the Federal Department are dealing with
the matter every day. The work here will
be talken over by 'Mr. White. The Federal
Government's action will result in unifor-
mity throughout the Commonwealth. and
that is much better than each State attend-
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ing to its own price-fixing. Uniformity,
placing all engaged in commercial pursuits
on an equal footing throughout the Com-
monwealth, is very desirable. Many people
in commercial life here transact much of
their business in the Eastern States; and
if they are able to transact such business
under uniform price-fixing legislation. much
worry and expense will be obviated.

HOW. 3. 3. HOLMES (North) [6.14]: I
propose to support -Mr. Baxter's objection
to the suspension of the Standing Orders.
If there were any need for this rush, I
would he found supporting the Minister.
In view of the fact that if this legislation
is passed its provisions will be retrospective
to the 31st August, I do not consider that
the Bill should be rushed through, as is
being proposed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. J. HOLMNES: Before tea I was
saying there was no need to rush this legis4-
lation through, owing to the fact that what-
ever we did would be retrospective to the
31st August last. We shall not hurt any-
one or do anyone harm if we make a
proper study of the Bill, and deal with it
under the Standing Orders. The measure
is practically a repetition of that which
this House rejected last session. Very little
difference is noticeable between the two.
The Bill was rejected by 19 votes to eight.
making 27 votes; you, 'Mr. President, would
have made the 28th; and two other inem-
hers paired. The whole House, thereforis,
was interested in the voting, and the Bill
wats thrown out. Whilst I admit it may be
necessary to pas legislation of this kind to
satisfy the public, I hold] that, as the Fede-
ral Government is dealing with the matter
in a comprehensive manner, we should not
finalise this Bill until we know where the
Federal legislation will begin and end, and
wve ascertain what is beino done in the other
States. The Bill as presented to us will
bankrupt those traders in Western Aus.tralia
who comply with its conditions. We cannot
afford to have our traders bankrupt, for
that would mean the bankruptcy of the
State. Confusion may arise, because any
legislation we pass must be subordinate to
Federal legislation; and our legislation
must harumonise with that passed in the Other
States; otherwise we shall have confusion

unending. In any event there must be some
determining date, either the end of the wrar
nr so many months after the end of the war.
That date must be fixed by the Federal
Government and the Governments of the
States. If we rush this Bill through,
complications impossible to rectify will
arise. When we ascertain how far the Fede-
ral authorities are going with their legis-
lation, and what the other Parliaments of
Australia arc doing, we must bring our
legislation into line. From that point of
view nothing can he lost and everything
gained by delaying this Bill until we know
where we are, more especially as anything
wve do is retrospective to the 31st August
last.

I understand the Bill proposes that one
man shall control all price fixing in West-
ern Australia. So far as we know, he
is also to be the officer controlling proi-
teering as defined by the Federal legis-
lation. I defy any one man to con-
trol the trade of this or any other
State. The Government has not considered
the effect of placing the control of this
business in the hands of one man. I am
not talking without my book. It may not
be generally known that for eight years I
served a hard apprenticeship with univer-
sal traders in this State. I sold everything
from dungaree trousers, turkey twill under-
clothes, epsom salts, dynamite, and
eecham's pills to split sheoak shingles.

No one who has handled shingles in a
stack will forget having done so. I knowv
from experience the difficulties that will
arise under the Bill, especially if we have
interests of a conflicting nature in the
different States. Were I a merchant in
South Australia and found that an article
in Western Australia -was fixed at 4g. a
lb. or 4s. a yard as the maximum price, and
at 5s. in South Australia, I would present
a cheque to the merchant here for the whole
lot. Should he refuse to accept my cheque
he would be punishable by law.

The Chief Secretary: Not at all.

The PRESIDENT: We are not discussing
the Bill at this stage.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am combating- the
arguments of the Chief Secretary as to
urgency. I have shown that this Bill must
be analysed from A to Z, turned upside
down and inside out before we can convert
it into an equitable measure. After study-
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ing the Bill and the conditions, I can
honestly say that if I were in business in
this State, with a thousand lines such as
some merchants and retail shops carry, I
would rather go out of it than attempt to
carry on, restricted as I would be by the
provisions of this measure.

Hon. J. M.I Macfarlane: Not if the Prime
Minister told you to keep going9

Hon, 3. J. HIOL3MES: Whatever legisla-
tion we pass applies not to this State alone
but to the whole of Australia, because of
the intra-State trade conditions under
which we work. Unless we harmonise our
legislation with that of the other States,
confusion will be inevitable. We are told
this Bill is designed to prevent profiteering.
In my opinion the greatest profiteers-
they arc not provided for in this Bill-
are members of the medical profession, and
unionists who, after getting an award :from
the court framed on the evidence supplied,
refuse to carry on without an increase of
wages, and sometimes secure the support
of the Government in their efforts. If this
House thinks it can pass a fair Bill, it will
do so in its own time. Last session a sini-
lar measure was debated from all parts
of the Chamber. True, we were not then
faced with war conditions. That Bill -was
debated and defeated. The Honorary Mmin
ister, who was in charge of it, made a
reply to the debate occupying only half
a page of "Hansard."

Ron. J. Cornell: He showed good sense
in doing so.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: He pointed out
that the only necessity for the Bill was that
it had been part of the Labour platform
for the previous 115 years. I admit that in
war time we must make sacrifices, but this
is not the time when we should rush through
this House legislation that may cripple
one section of the community to the ad-
vantage of another. From the Prime Min-
is ter down, everyone has said, "Business
ats usual." The Government has said, " Con
tinue employment' How could this House
expect, after rushing legislation of this
kind throug-h without Proper consideration,
that merchants, robbed of their profits,
would continue to provide employment and
be solvent at the end of the wart I propose
to say no more, except that I oppose the
motion.

HON. J. NIOHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[7.43] : The few remarks I have to make I
will precede by ant emphatic assurance to.
the Chief Secretary that so far as I am con-
cerned, or any other member of this Chain-
her is concerned, there is no desire to do.
anything to impede the passing of legisla-
tion that is decenod by this House to he truly
urgent and necessary to meet the present
crisis in which the nation is involved. I1
also say emphatically' that the last thing any
of us desires is to give an opportunity to,
any persons. or person to make a profit out
of the calamity of this war.

The Chief Secretary: It is being done at
present.

Ron. J. 'NICHOLSON: I have been as.
so red by peopie engaged in various local
industries that vs a body they are not seetc.
ing to p~ractise0 the art of profiteering, but
on the other hand are seeking to adhere, so
far as circumstances peninit, to those prices
w-hich ruled on the date set out in the Bill.
We all know that to warrant such a motion
the essential element of urgency must be dis-
closed. The Minister has said that on the
outbreak of war, an immediate summonsa.
was sent by the Prime Mfinister to the Pre-
micra of all thc States to attend a confer-
ence at which decisions% wouild be reacheid
regarding the legislation necessary in view
of the existing crisis. Such a course of
action was quite appropriate and proper on
the part of the Prime Minister and it was
what was expected of him. The Chief Sec-
retary also pointed out that one of the first
matters mentioned at the conference wan
profiteering. That, too, was quite proper
and appropriate, and constituted a phase
that would probably occur to every member
of this, Chamber.

The Chief Secretary: Not according to
Ihe discussion to-night.

Hon. .1. NICHOLSON: I have heard
nothing so far to suggest justification for
the MIinisters assertion. I feel sure he can
rely on a full measure of support for any
Bill introduced for the important puirpoia
thant the men sure he wvill ask us to consider,
seeks to achieve. With others who have
spoken, I believe members are entitled to
give expression to certain views they hold,
which they have sought to indicate to-nighit,
from the stand point. of urgency. I cannot
see that the question of urgency arises in
this State. On the other hand, if we rush
legislation through it may be destructive of
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the very purpose that the Premier, £i
MNiners and every member of Parliament

have sought to urge, namely, the mainten-
ance in motion of the wheels of industry.
If we wvere to rush the legislation through,
we aug-ht impede progress and development
and retard employment. We should seek to
lrevent .as much dislocation of trade as po i-

sible. That is the proper course to pnrsu-.
If such a measure as that in contemplation
is ru-4ied throughb, I am afraid it may be
attendcd with jlisistrous results, such a,-.
those I Inure indicated. That would be harm-
ful to the Government and to the 'State, andi
especiailly disartrous to thosec engaged in all
forms of industry. Viewing the matter as
I do, I cannot po.;sibly agree to the motion
lbefore the House.

I -would like to lie able to tell the Minis-
ter that I endorse the views hie expressed,
but he has Jay assurance that my earnest
endeavour will be to do w'hat I can to ensure
that l)rofiteering is avoided, without causing
damange to industry and employment. I have
studied the problem and I realise there are
many- reasons that can he advanced-prob-
ablY it would be improper to deal with them
ill discussing the motion-with full force and
effect when the Bill is; under consideration.
I hope the Minister will allow the measure
to be dealt with in the ordinary way. I am
sure that when all the arguments have been
advanced, he will be convinced that wisdom
attaches to the deferring of such an import-
ant piece of legislation for wise considera-
tion. Even assuming the House agreed to
the motion and the Bitt were dealt with, the
House could still exercise certain rights of
guidanc respecting the measure itself. How-
ever, to unduly rush the Bill through would
be nin4 unwise, particularly when it could
be dealt with in the ordinary course. If we
deal with it precipitately, mistakes wilt pos-
sibly he made, involving harmful effects that
could not be -rectified until the mischief had
ben dlone. Holding such views, I must re-
cord my vote against the inotion.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [7.511: R~e-
ferenve was made at the outset to the re-
jection of the price-fixing legislation last
session. I voted against that Bill. I now
realise-I am not a Jeremiah-and I hope
other members wvill appreciate the fact too,
that we are living under the shadow of a:
great war. In the, final analysis we shall
pirobably be lucky if -we emerge from the
period of hostilities with our worldly goods.

The two essentials that arc really important
are our liberty and the right to live our nor-
mat lives. At a time when the nation is
under the shadow of war the element of urg-
ency is present. That fact cannot be dis-
puted. Price-fixing legislation finds no iplate
in) my estimation in normal times; but in
thev almornial period of war, it does. I have
in mind the experience during the Great
Wari. Despite protests to high heaven, cer-
tamn parties did prostitute their trading tq
their mutual advantage. I have yet to learn
that human nature has altered. When the
opportunity offers, advantage -will be taken
to advance setlfis-h interests. That is all I
desiro to say regarding the question of pro-
fiteering.

As to the suispension of the Standing
Orders. I do not know that the Minister has
been wise in seeking the approval of the
House for suich a proposal. What is the
position? If any vital consideration were
outstanding, the second reading of the Bill
could be Put through to-night. There is the
safeguard in the Standing Orders that ein-
ables their suspension to he approved with-
out notice provided that 16 members rise
in their places, in support of the suggedion
of urgency. After the second reading stage,
the Hous-e automatically resolves itself into
Committee and, if no amendments are made,
the report of the Committee can he adopted
ait once, the third reading stage being taken
at the next sitting. The Mtinister will agree
that two days only are in the balance. In
the cirecuTUtaneSv, I do, not know that he
would be wise to press the motion to a
division. The other point to he stressed
is that, notwithstanding the Standingr Orders
being suspended-i do not think f or one
moment that the 'Minister will desire to push
the Bill througrh undluly-the House will still
he master of itse;lf, and even though the
-Minister might not like it, inenmbers could
still adjourn the debate. That is the actual
position. I shall vote for the suspeuizion of
the Standing Orders if the 'Minister rails
for a division, but I do not think that course
is worth while. If there were any real
uirgoey ahout the matter-

H~on. J1. ML. Macfarlane: We wouldl all re-
spondl and put the Bill through all stages.

Hfon. J. CORNELL: Of course, if the
Mlinister shlould prv adamant, seeing that
it is not usual to take the business out of
the hands, of the Government. he mar hanve
his war. Nevertheless, the matter is in the
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hands of members themselves. If the Minis-
ter wishes to push the Bill through and mem-
bers do not desire that course to he fol-
lowed, they can decide the issue for them-
selves.

HON. J. A. DIhMhUTT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [7.57]: All members will be in
complete sympathy with any measure that
seeks to prevent exploitation of the present
international situation. We are all an-
tag-onistic to the unscrupulous trader who
may seek to secure excessive profits under
the conditions obtaining today. The Federal
Government has legislative power to fix
prices and has already exercised it in respect
of about 53 commodities. We may reason-
ably expect that the Federal authorities will
continue to fix prices and gradually bring
more and more commodities under that
heading. It is a matter of common know-
ledge that the Federal Government has ap-
pointed a Price Fixing Commission and has
established deputy commissioners in each
State. Assuming that the Bill under con-
sideration becomes an Art, the traders in
Western Australia will he in the unfortun-
ate position of having to operate under dual
control.

Hon. J. Cornell: Nothing of the sort!
Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Federal Act will

over-ride State legislation.

Hon. J. A. DfIMITT: In that eventI is
there any necessity for the measure in ques-
tion?7

The PRESIDENT: I must ask the hon.
member not to discuss the Bill, but to con-
fine his attention to the motion to decide
whether or not the Standing Orders shall
bt suspended.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: Parliament should
not be precipitate in discussing this ques-
tion, but should await action by the Federal
authorities and a lead from the larger
States. As far as I have been able to as-
certain, and despite what the Chief Secre-
tary stated, it would appear that no other
State has forecast similar legislation. I
have a number of telegrams showing what
the other States have done. New South
Wales states, "±Nothing definite has been
done but there is some talk of price-fixing."
Queensland telegraphs, 'Price-fixing has
been in force ih Queensland for years. See
Profiteering Prevention Act, 1920." South
Australia's position is, "Price-fixing, anti-
profiteering legislation contemplated but

[311

nothing definite done yet." Tasmania wired,
"State undertaking to implement Common-
wealth policy; no State legislation except
as to rent contemplated at present." Vie
toria wired, "Legislation referred to has
been mentioned in the newspapers but only
generally; nothing definite so far." I
wish to make my position clear, that I am
completely in accord with the lprinciple of
the prevention of profiteering but I contend
that there is no urgent need for the suspen-
sion of Standing Orders and therefore I
shall vote against the motion.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [8.2]: 1 con-
fess I cannot follow the reasoning of some
of the previous speakers in opposing the
motion. The way I look at the position is
that it does not matter whether we pass
the motion tonight or not; it will not
necessarily follow that we must pass the
Bill tonight, tomorrow, next week or the
week after. I cannot see that the passing
of the motion tonight will have the effect
that some members fear. If by tomorrow
evening members are satisfied that every-
thing is all right, and the way is clear for
the measure to be passed, well, they can
assist to pass it then. I shall support the
motion.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli.
tan-Suburban) [8.3): The Chief Secretary
mentioned in his opening remarks that the
Prime 'Minister had declared that profiteer-
ing would be dealt with by legislationt im-
mediately. That was the information that
was given to us on the declaration of war.
Since then, however, there does not appear
to have been the same urgency, and as
there is co-ordination with the Common-
wealth, it would be far better for us not
to rnsh through legislation that the Gov-
ernment proposes to submit. How do we
know that the Commonwealth wvill not
take full control of all commodities? We
might be putting up legislation'that would
prove detrimental to many of our indus-
tries, and we must not forget that we have
been told, not only by our own Ktnister for
Industries but by the Prime Miister as
well, that we must continue to develop
our industries and keep our people em-
ployed. Therefore to attempt to rush
through legislation as the Government pro-
poses to do might prove hannful. I shall
oppose the motion.
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HON. 0. H. WITTENOOM (South-
East) [8.4]: While I intend to support the
motion, I express regret tbat the Chief Sec-
retary thinks fit to attempt to rash the
measure through. I cannot see any reason
for haste; a week or so would not make
any difference. The Profiteering Preven-
tion Bill eart be submitted to us and we
should he permitted to deal with it in the
ordinary way. We have been told that the
Commonwealth has already passed legis-
lation of this type and in that event it
would not make any difference if the Gov-
ernment of our State held up its legisla-
tion to deal with profiteering for a little
while. I consider it wrong to ask the Rouse,
which is composed mostly of business men,
to consider a Hill like this and pass it at
one sitting.

The Chief Secetary: There is no such in-
tention.

Hon, C. H. WITTENOOM: Any way we
are asked to deal with it very quickly.

Members: No, we are not.
Hon. 3. Cornell: But we could do so

if we liked.
Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: We are asked

to deal with the matter in a hurried way. If
I may be permitted 'to read the motion, I
would draw attention to the words "to
pass the Profiteering Prevention Bill and
the War Funds Regulation Bill through all
stages at any one sitting." So we
are told it will have to be done at the one
sitting.

Hon. J. Cornell: No; we can discuss it
for a month if we like.

Hop. C. H. WITTENOOM: In any case
we must deal with the question of prof it-
eering. We do not want a repetition of
what took place during the last wvar, and
I desire that the Government shall have
power to stop anything in the nature of
profiteering, as it comes to light. But we
should not deal with the subject with any
haste hecause we do not want to injure any
person. Our sole desire should he to stop
profiteering.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[8.7]: Briefly, I may he permitted to
give my reasons for opposing the motion
to suspend the Standing Orders. Like other
members, I readily agree that in times like
the present we require something in the na-
ture of price-fixing methods; but notwith-

standing the reply to my interjection by the
Chief Secretary, I am flirmly convinced that
that is more a Federal matter, and the Fed-
eral Government, having taken the initia-
thve, it would hare been better to delay the
question until such time as we knew what
action was being taken by the Common-
wealth. Then our Parliament could proceed
with the legislation suggested by the Govern-
ment. Mainly for that reason, and because
I consider Federal price-fixing would be
better for our industries, I shall oppose the
mnotion.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [8.8]:
We have the assurance of the Chief Secre-
tary that we are to have whatever time we
eonsider necessary to discuss the Bill. I
think I can visualise -what the Chief Secre-
lary is out for in submitting the motion.
Perhaps if we pass the second reading and
the Committee stage of the Bill after it has-
been submitted to us, then unless we pass
dli( motion for the suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders we will have to defer the third
reading until the next sitting on Tuesday-
If the motion is agreed to, the Bill can pass%
through its various stages toinorrow, aLid
it can be p~roclaimcd and come into opera-
tionl straight away. I shall support the
mnotion.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. WV. H.
Kitso n-West-in reply) [8.91: At the risk
of raising the ire Of Some members for con-
tinuing this discussion a little longer, I feel
that the matter should not go to a vote
without mny replying to some of the state-
ments that have been made. Certainly this
motion has given members the opportunity
to express their views on the question of
the urgency or otherwise of profiteering
legislation. One member suggested that we
should wait until the Federal Government
finalised its arrangements with regard to
what it intended to do respecting profiteer-
ing. I may point out that the Common-
wealth Government wasted no time, very few
mninuites in fact, in passing the Act; hut that
was only an Act to provide for certain regu-
lations, without consulting Parliament at
all. Those regulations are now being put
into force. The Government of this State
has; not attempted to take power of that
kind, but is presenting a measure to Parlia-
ment. In another place the same procedure
was adopted as I am submitting to the
House to-night. While it is our desire to
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have the Standing Orders suspended, the
object is not to stifle criticism or to pre-
vent amendments being moved by members.
I desire to know whether some members
stand on the side of profiteering that is
already operating in the State, or whether
they stand on the side of the people who
are entitled to be protected. Some members
raised the question of urgency. I ask those
imembers. whether they are in line with their
colleagues elsewhere, or in line with the
Prime Minister. Are they in line with their
ownt party, which held a meeting only a day
or two ago, and carried a resolution that
then' should he no delay in the passing of
a mleasure of this nature? We can-
not do what the Federal Government
has done, and that is the reason f or
the lezislation that we are submitting.
One of the resolutions agreed to at the con-
ference between the Prime Minister and the
Premiers of all the States was that they
shoul1d Submit legislation to their respective
Parliaments for the purpose of controlling
prices, that the State Parliaments should
pass any legislation considered necessary.
Now by means of this legislation we are
eudeavouring to implement what was
;ng-red upon at that conference by our own
Premier. Sonic members have said that ther
is no need for urgency in the passing of
the Bill. Is it not a, fact that there arc
many' traders in this community who do
not know where they stand regarding legis-
lation of this kind, and that they arc ask-
in~r that the position he clarified as early as
possiblo? Their desire is to know what
they ran do. What is the use of saying
that there is no urgency about a matter of
this kind during war time? I tell the
House that with regard to profiteering
the Federal Government has taken tho
proper attitude, and it has been pleas-
ingy to hear from members expressions
of nlvpreeiation in that connection; hut
the Federal Government does not intend
to deal with every coiniodity. That has
been indicated very clearly, and it is nece3*-
sarv that we in this State have complemen-
tar' legislation in order to deal, as early as
possible, with those commodities not covered
by Federal activities. There is no reason
for entering into a lot of detail on a motion
of this kind. I do not suppose it matters to
the Government whether the House agrees
to this motion for the suspension of Stand-
ing Orders or not. I believe that a majority
of members will assist, as far as lies in their

power, to get this legislation through, but
why should we have a delay of even 24 hours
unnecessarily? There has been a delay of
about a couple of hours in discussing this
motion-a delay that might well have been
obviated.

I have already said that members will be
given an opportunity to introduce any
amendments desired. To Mr. Wittenoom T
point out that when he read the motion, he
missed out a most important word. The
motion does not ask for the suspension of
Standing Orders in order that the Bil might
be passed through all its stages at the pre-
sent sitting.

Hon. J. Cornell: One sitting.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, it says

"at any one sitting." As has often been made
clear, the business of the House is always in
the, hands of the House, and would be even
if the motion wvere agreed to. Therefore,
why quibble about it? Surely if we call
do some good by saving 24 or 48 hours, we
should do it! I have reached the stage
when I simply inform the House that the
State Government, in conjunction with the
Commonwealth Government, is very anxious
indeed to have these facilities, which can be
given only by means of legislation, to deal
with profiteering at the earliest possible
moment. That is the sole reason for the
motion T have moved. If we took Mr.
Holmes's advice, and waited until the Com.-
mon-wealth Government definitely decides
how far it is goinig with price-fixing, I do
not know what would happen.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We would have uni-
±ormity.

The CHIEF SECRETARY; The hon.
member might prefer that to the Gov-
ernment's method. Mr. Dimmitt read tele-
grams from the other States, including one
from Tasmania. True, it suggested that so
far the Tasmanian Government has no in-
tention of introducing legislation of thig
kind. The point is that, under the Com-
monwealth legislation, the Tasmanian Gov-
ernment can by regulation, take the right
to deal with any commodity.

Hon. J. Cornell: By regulation?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. That

is what the Tasmanian Government pro-
poses to do. We do not consider that that
method is necessary' or desirable. We pre-
fer to have our own legislation in order to
deal with commodities not covered by Fe-
deral legislation at any particular time. Of
course, our legislation will be complenen-
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tary to the Federal law, and if any eommo-
dity is included in the Federal proclama-
tions or regulations, that commodity will
automatically be .taken -from the control of
the local price-fixing commission. We pro-
pose to utilise the services of the assistant
commissioner appointed for the Common-
wealth, and as I mentioned when moving
the motion, we intend to use the same ma-
chinery. Why there should be all this
quibbling as to whether we should or should
not suspend Standing Orders passes my
comprehension. Still, it has given some
mnembers of the House an opportunity to
air their views, which I do not think are in
conformity with the views generally ex-
pressed by representative members of the
community.

Question put and passed.

BIIJJ-WAR FUNDS REGULATION.

Leave to Introduce.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.

Kitson-West) [8.20]: 1 more-
That leave be given to introduve a Bill for

an Act to regulate the raising or collection of
money for war funds, and to make provision
for the administration and control of moneys
raised wholly or partly by private subscrip-
tion for purposes connected with the present
war and for purposes ineideatal thereto or con-
acquent thereon.
Let me explain that the self-same conditions
apply to this measure. I am not desirous
of rushing the Bill through at this sitting
of the House, hut in view of the experience
in previous years, particularly during the
period of the last war, it is essential that
we should have this legislation as soon as it
can be passed,

Ques;tion put and passed.

First Re-ading.

Bill ilntIoduced and] read a first time.

As to Second Readinug
The CHIEF SE"CRETARY: In view of

the fact that Standing Orders have been
suspended, I think I shall be in order in
moving the second reading at this stage.

The PRESIDENT: In view of the motion
just passed for the suspension of Standing-
Orders, the 'Minister will be quite in order in
proceeding.

Second Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. IV. PT.

Kitson-West) [8.221 : in moving the
second reading said: This is not a long

Bill-it contains only 13 clauses-but it is
important, and I hope members will agree
with my contention that not only is legis-
lation of the kind necessary but also that
the contents of the Bill are necessary. The
measure speaks for itself and calls for little
explanation. However, I shall deal with its
provisions briefly. The Bill has been brought
forward to ensure the exercise of proper
supervision over patriotic funds that might
be raised in connection with the war. The
administration of the proposed Act will be
in the hands of the Chief Secretary, and
any person desirous of conducting an appeal
in aid of a war fund will be required first
to obtain permission from the Minister.
This provision, however, will not apply to
any general appeal that might he made to
the public at a public meeting.

When a fund is established, it shall be
incumbent upon the trustees to furnish to
the Minister, within 30 days, a written state-
ment setting out full partkulars of the
nature of the fund. These particulars. will
include details of the objects of the fund,
the namne, address and description of the
trustees and administrative officers, the
name of the trustees' bankers, and any other
particulars that may be required. At any
time the Minister may require further state-
ments to be furnished setting out details of
the amount of money or goods held and dis-
tributed, the persons to whom the distri-
hutions hare been made, obligations in-
curred by the trustees, and other matters.
Provision is made for the audit of accounts
by the Auditor General or his officers, who
will forward to the Chief Secretary a report
of each examination. It does not follow that
the Auditor General or his staff will con-
duct the audit. He might be satisfied with
the audit of a reputable firm of chartered
accountants. If the 'Minister so directs the
report may he published in any newspaper

The Governor may, by proclamation, vest
any war funds in the Chief Secretary if
sati~ed that there has been mal-administra-
tion, or if a three-fourths majority of the
trustees have consented to the transfer. 'We
also provide for the transfer of funds no

longer required for the purposes for which
they were originally raised. Money so
transferred shall be-

(am) applied by the trusters to otlher jur-
poses Connccte~l With the present
war;

(1i) restedi in some other fund; or



[27 SEPTEMBER, 1939.] 841

(c) transferred to the Chief Secretary for
allotment.

Before the Governor issues any proclama-
tion in this connection, approval of the
transfer must be secured by way of a resolu-
tion passed by both Houses of Parliament.
The other clauses to whieh I have not
referred are of a miachinery character.
Members will appreciate that, after the
experience gained during the last war, we
are anxious to obviate a recurrence of somec
things that then took place.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Did I understand you
to say there will be no supervision of money
collected at public meetings?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No permit
will be required in order to make an appeal
at a public meeting.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And there will be no
control over the moneyv collected?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I dlid not
say that. The Bill provides that before a
fund may be opened, application must be
made to the Chief Secretary for a permit.

Hon. B. Tuekey: Then all Red Cross
bodies will have to make application?

Hon. J. Cornell: N-\o.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, al
societies.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I think you will find
that the Red Cross Society will not be
covered by this Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY. I think the
Red Cross Society will be covered. That,
however, is a recognised organisation, and
there will be no difficulty about its obtain-
ing a permit. We are not afraid of what
will happen in regard to the Red Cross
Society, or one or two similar organisa-
tions.

Hon. H. Turkey: But they will have to
comply with this law*'

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. We
are concerned about the activities of people
not authorised by the Red Cross or other
society, and we are taking steps to ensure
that practices previously indulged in, many
of which I could enumerate, are not re-
sorted to on this occasion. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

BILL-METROPOLITAN MILK ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) (8.31]:
This is merely a continuation Bill. In this
Chamber the Milk Board has been discussed
frequently, and I nam sure the general
opinion is that the board has done good
work. It has operated now for about seven
years. It came into being when the metro-
lpolitan milk supply was in a chaotic con-
dition, and has altered that chaotic condi-
tion toI an orderly condition. There is a
general admission that; the supply of milk
to the metropolitan area is not controlled
as closely as it will be at some future date,
when we may hope to see the zoning system
in force. However, that will take time and
take money. All that the Bill poposes to
do is to continue the board's operations for
another five years, give it another five years;
of life. That is the longest term which has
yet been granted to the board. Originally
it had one year's life. That was extended
to three years. The present Hill proposes
to extend the period to five years. Thus
the board's operations will cease in 1944
if Parliament desires that it shall not exist
longer. Without adding more, I hope hon.
members will support the Bill, because the
board has done good work.

HON. W. J. MAR11 (Southi-West)
[8.33]: The only feeling I have about the
Bill is that it should provide for a five-
yearly period. The board has justified it-
self; and I should have preferred to see
the parent Act made permament. As my
colleague, Mr. Craig has just indicated, the
board-although at times we have not seen
eye to eye with it in some directions, and
although there has been dissatisfaction in
sonic quarters, most of which has been
cleared away-has undoubtedly placed milk
distribution in the metropolitan area in a
position one hundred per cent, better than
that prior to the passing of the Act. I feel
sure members will realise that today any-
thing wvhich would prevent the continua-
tion of the better conditions prevailing
would be simply disastrous. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion for the
second reading of the Bill. At the same
time I repeat that I am sorry the Act is
not to be made permanent.
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HON. 3. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [8.341: 1 regret extremely
that the Bill before the Chamber is merely
a continuation measure. The proposal to
continue the Act is proof that the board
has done good work, but I hold that a grave
injustice is being done by not granting
recognition to a highly important section
of the milk industry. Some consideration
should be extended to a section not pro-
vided for on the board at all. I would
gladly have supported a Bill bestowing per-
manency on the board. While supporting
the second reading of the Bill, I can only
voice my protest against the lack of recog-
nition.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [8.35]: Be-
fore the Bill passes the second rending. I
wish to enter an emphatic protest against
the farcical execution of that part of our
Standing Orders which permits a measure
to be made temporary. This Bill itself is
absolutely farcical. It is the only Bill of
a temporary character going beyond one
year. It is not comparable to the lotteries
legislation or the financial emergency enact-
ment. Those are temporary measures from
year to year. Originally the term of the
Metropolitan Milk Act was intended to be
seven years. By way of reconciling con-
flicting interests, another place made the
term five years. That, I emphatically re-
peat, is absolutely farcical. The measure
should either be made permandlit or Ibe
-wiped out. My object in making these pro-
tests is that a similar exploitation may not
again he tried on the dog.

Hon. IT. TUCKEY: I mov-
That the debate be adjounmed.

Motion put and negatived.
Question put andI passed.
Bill read a second time.

in committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILLr-PROFITEERING PREVENTION.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY WHon. W. *F.
Kitson-West) [8.391 in moving the second
reading said: On this Bill we have already
bad a fair amount of discussion today. It

may be some satisfaction to Mir. Holmes if
I mention that there is a period attached
to the measure. The Bill seeks to prevent
profiteering iii commodities during the con-
tinuance of the war and for a period of sir
months thereafter. Experience has shown
that the abnormal conditions prevailing dur-
ing a period of emergency, are all too f re-
quently utilised by a certain class of indi-
vidual for the purpose of profiteering at the
expense of the community. I am pleased
that the fact is acknowledged, implying that
legislation such as this is needed. Practices
of that character, whether viewed f rom an
ethical or economic standpoint are strongly
to he condemned in peace time. At
a time when the couintry is engaged in
hostilities, they are doubly undesirable;
for apart from promoting a sense of in-
jury in the community, they undoubtedly
tend to undermine the stability of the
price structure. That of course, is what
Mr. Holmes, Mr. Nicholson and others de-
sire to prevent. This measure has been
brought forward in accordance with a de-
cision reached by the conference of Pre-
miers that met in Melbourne earlier in the
month to discuss measures to be taken to
meet the situation brought ahout by the
declaration of war. As I have stated earlier,
the conference decided that legislation
should be introduced without delay for the
purpose of controlling prices and prevent-
ing profiteering during the war. In this
connection, the conference passed ten re-
solutions, as follows:-

1. That existing Commonwealth and Staitt
i]]strlnentahlities for fixing prices be as far
as possible retained, subject to the deter-
miiintions of the Commronwealthi Price- Con-
trolling Authority.

The conference had in mind the necessity
for legislation of this kind.

2. That the Prices Commissioner in
Queensland he appointed as agent for the Com-
monwealth in Queunsland.

That State has had prices fixing legislation
for many years, and the fact that it has
operated successfully is evident from the
select ion of the Queensland Prices Fixing
Commissioner as the Commonwealth's
agent.

.3. That in the five other States Prices
Commisgiouers be nominated by the State
Governments far appointment as Agents for
the Commonwealth.

4. That the Agents of the Commonwealth
in the States shall exercise such powers and
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functions as arc conferred on them by the
Commonwealth, and shall consult with State
instrumentalities dealing with fixation of
prices, and make recommendations to the
Commonwealth Price Controlling Authority
concerning the prices of commodities referred
to the Prices (Conmnissioner by the Common-
wealth Government.
There we have another proof of the desire
for co-operation between Commonwealth
and State instrumentalities.

:5. That State Price-Fixing Authorities be
free to take such action as the State Goreru-
mnts think fit outside the price control
scheme in operation by the Commonwealth.
It is recognised that the Commonwealth
scheme will not cover all phases of the sub-
ject.

6, That the co-operation of trade asso-
ciations and of consumers in all States he
sought in implementing the schemei of price
control.
This Government is extremely hopeful of
securing the co-operation of all associations
and firms interested in or connected with
these matters.

7. That the Commonwealth Government
will consider requests by the States to refer
to the Commonwealth Price Controlling Au-
thority the question of fixing the price of
any commodity specified by the State.
On1 that point I may mention that the Tas-
nanian Government has already taken ac-

tion in regard to remt;, by way of regu-
lation.

8. That the scope of price fixation inmclude
rationing of commnodities where supplies are
deficient.
There is not only the question of prices to
consider, but also the question of supplies.
That covers the point raised by Mr. Holmes
when he said that some person or other in
another State might desire to purchase the
whole of a commodity in this State, because
the price here was lower.

Hon. J. A. JVimsitt: Does not paragraph
(b) of Clause 14 insist that the storekeeper
shall sell any commodity on demand?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member will find certain amendments on
the Notice Paper dealing -with the question
of what is a reasonable quantity. It is not
desirable on the second reading to enter into
too great detail. In Committee I shall be only
too pleased to give the hon. member all the
information I can.

9. That the scheme of price control in-
clude the consideration of quality in relation
to the price charged, and where the Prices
Comishsioner is satisfied that goods of in-

ferior quality are being sold at excessive
prices he may determine a lower price for
such goods.

10. That States at present without au-
thority to control prices or rentals should
pass legislation considered necessary for that
purpose.

This Bill represents the legislation which
we consider to be necessary in the existing
circumstances. Control of prices by the Com-
mon wealth will be restricted to a compara-
tively small nmber of commodities. It is
iiiteresting to Dote that between 50 and 60
articles have been brought under the Com-
monwealth scheme. I feel sure it will not
be long before the number of commodities
coming within the scope of the Common-
wealth scheme will be eonsidprably increased,
that is, if the war continues. A much larger
number, I think, will be dealt with under
State legislation. In view of the fact that
oir intenition is to titilise the services of the
Commonwealth officer and his staff, we shall
have that uniformity which some member
said he considered was necessary. I am in
receipt to-night of a commnunication from the
gentleman appointed to act aq Commissioner
in this State on behalf of the Common-
wealth authoritics, in which he indicates
some of the methods that will be adopted.
While I cannot enumerate them now, they
covet miany of the objections that have been
raised and also objections which I feel sure
will he raised during the passage of the
Bill. When arrangements are! completed, I
believe the State will be asked to undertake
the financial responsibility of providing ac-
commodation for some of the staff of the
Commonwealth Prices Commission. That is
by the wray, but it is another indication of
the co-operation which is being asked for
and which I can unhesitatingly say is being
very willingly given where it is possible for
the State to give it.

Hon. J. Cornell: And, above all, neces-
sary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. Com-
monwealth control will be exercised chiefly
in respect of commodities regarded as es-
sential for defence purposes, and foodstuffs
and materials of overseas origin. The opera-
tions of the complementary State legisla-
tion will extend to all essential commodities
not brought within Commonwealth control.
The Bill proposes to set up machinery to
en sure adequate control of prices during the
continuance of hostilities and for a period.
of six months thereafter. Commodities or
substances idd ri the ambit of the Wheat
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Products (Prices Fixation) Act, 1938, or
any essential or other article covered by
the regulations made under the Common-
wealth Defence Act, 1903-] 909, are specific-
ally excluded from the operations of the
proposed legislation. The reason is that the
persons who deal with those matters are
specialists and can he depended upon to do
the right thing. Apart from these excep-
tions,, the provisions, of the Bill extend to
the following:-

(a) Articles of food or drink,
(b Firewood and other fuel,
(e) Clothing,
(dt) Articles used in the preparation of the

foregoing,
(e) Agricultural implemnents (except trac-

tors) and seeds for sowing,
(f) Any public utility,
(g) Freight and transport cha~rges, and
(h) All goods and services rendered to the

public wvhich are declared by pro-
clamation to be commodities for the
purpose of the proposed Act.

H1on. C. F. Baxter: Why except tractors?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Because
tractors are covered by Commonwealth
legislation. Provision is made for the
appointment of a commissioner of prices,
who shall be subject to the direc-
tioni and control of the INifiister, The duties
of the commissioner as to investigations are
set out in Clause 11. He will be required to
investigate and report to the Minister from
time to time what should be the maximum
selling price of any commodity for the whole
of the State or for any particular part of
the State. The Bill authorises, him, inter
alia, to investigate and report upon the fol-
lowing matters:

(1) The state of prices of any commodity
in tine 'State or in any part thereof,

(2) The quantity, situation, demand, sup-
ply, or possession of any commodity,

(3) The meanIs or sufficiency and cost of
the supply or transport of any comn-
mnodity,

(4) The probable requiremnts of thle
people of the State in regard to any
commodity,

(5) Any act or attempt by any person to
raise or maintain the price of any
com modity, and,

(6) Tine necessity or advisability of the
exercise of any powers con ferreid by
the Act.

Until such time as the aovernor, acting
on the advice of the commissioner, pro-
claiims the maximum price or prices at
which any commodity may be sold, it will be
an offence for anyv wholesaler or retailer tto

sell such commodity at a price higher than
that current on the 31st August, 1939.

Almost a month has elapsed since the 31st
August. Trade is being conducted, and the
longer this legislation is delayed the more
difficult it will he for traders and consumers
to ascertain their position. Adjustments
mar have to he made in respect of a corn-
nmodity, and if there should be inordinate
delay in the passing of the measure, one
cart well understand the difficulty that will
arise in giving redress to people entitled to
it, whether they be traders or consumers.

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: Where is the com-
missioner now?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I believe he
is hack in Western Australia.

Hon. . A. Diinmitt: He arrived this;
morning.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I received a
report from him this evening. Every effort
is being made to instal him in office without
delay' . The Bill also provides that it shall
he unlawful for any trader to refuse to sell
a commodity at a declared price. There i ;,
of course, the question whether a trader
should be compelled to sell all his stock
at a particular price. As members are
aware, the 'Minister who will be controlling
this legislation has ahready had a conference
wvith persons having trading interests. He
was certainly under the impression that he
had disabused their minds regarding some
difficulties which they expect to arise under
this measure. If we are to believe what we
read in the Press this morning and heart!
from some members this evening, the 'Mini-
ter Apparently has not succeeded quite to
the extent that he thought he had. Hrow-
ever, he has given an assurance, which I am
prepared to carry out, that this Chamber
will have every opportunity of considering
amendments that may be moved. At the
same time, T again express fine hope that
members will assist me to get the legislation
through with as little delay a-, possible.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: You mentioned
profiteering was going on now. Can you
give us some ide~a of the nature of it?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think I would be justified in giving the
information I have. T say without hesita-
tion that in some eases prices have been
raised far heyond what one would consider
-without investigation-to be reasonablte.

Hon. J1. 'Nicholson interjected.



[27 SEPTEMBER, 1939.] 845

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Suppose 1
was supplied with goods and paid a par-
ticular price for them, and that then a delay
of a month or two months occurred hefore
the prices commissioner could act, in the
event of the commissioner finding that the
price charged was too high, what redress
would I have?

Hon. L. Craig: He might be a retailei.
and have re-sold the goods.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course.
Consequently, there is Teal urgency for the~
passage of the Bill. The report of the com-
missioner states that provision will be made
for consideration of many matters that may
arise, such as increase in cost overseas, in-
crease in cost of transport and so on.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Insurance, etc.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The ques-

tion of replacement has also been exercising
the commissioner's mind. The Bill provides
that it shall be unlawvful for any trader to
refuse to sell a commodity at the declared
price. Illegal concessions, refusals to deal ,
and monopolies of proclaimed commodities
are prohibited under Part 1II. Dealings
such as these are contrary to public in-
terest and will render offenders liable to the
general penalty set out in Clause 29.

The Bill proposes to vest in the commnis-
sioner all the powers, rights and privileges
of a Royal Commission. He will have thb
the powver to issue orders to take evidence,
and in the exercise of any of his functions
to act in conjunction with any person or
body appointed and acting under any Act
of the Commonwealth or of any State hav-
ing objects similar to those of this measure.
He will also be empowered to delegate au-
thority for the making of investigations
either to some organised body or some in-
dividual who has an expert knowledge of a
particular commodity or commnodities~ under
consideration. The provisions are such as
should prove generally satisfactory. Of
course it is impossible for legislation of this
kind to please everybody.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Is that delegation
of authority expressed in the Bill?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think the
lion, member will find there is authority
for it. Thus many of the objections some
members would like to press against this
legislation will be overcome. The commis-
sioner will be authorised to demnand returns
of proclaimed commodities from traders,
and, in certain cases, he will have power of

entry and seizure. The remaining provisions
are of a achinery, nature and relate, inter
alia, to such matters as- (1), Power to pub-
lish information. (2), Obstructing and simi-
lar offences. (3), Bribery and fraud on wit-
nesses. (4), flismissal by employer of wit-
ness. (5), Recovery of penalties and for-
feiture. (6), Offenees by corporations and..
so on. It may be recalled that shortly after-
the outbreak of the wvay in 1914, Parliament
passed the Control if Trade in War-
time Act, a measure with a purpose.
similar to that of the present Bil).
I was not in the House at that time, but
am given to understand that members ap-
proved of the principles contained in the
measure, and I therefore anticipate the
House will not object to the principles of
this Bill. While it would be futile to in-
dulge in prognostication regarding the
future trend of hostilities, it does not re-
quire any effort of the imagination to real-
ise, even at this stage, that the conflict

-may resolve itself into a long war of attri-
tion. It is necessary therefore that every
endeavour should be made to ensure that
essential requirements for civil purposes
are made available to the public and to in-
dustry in sufficient quantities and at rea-
sonable prices. The importance of this
particular aspect of the defence needs of
a country has been recognised by the Gov-
ernments of each of the combatant nations.
In Australia, for example, we find that the
Federal Government has made regulations
in pursuance of powers contained in the
Defence Act, which provides for the gene-
ral control of industry. They provide, inter
alia:

A Minister, so far as appears to him to be
necessary in the interests of the defence of
the Commonwealth or the efficient prosecu-
tion of the war, or for maintaining supplies
and services essential to the life of the comn-
munity, may by order provide-

(a) for regulating the production, treat-
ment, keeping, storage, movement,
transport, distribution, sale, pur-
chase, use or consumption of essen-
tial articles, and, in particular, for
controlling the Prices at which the
articles may be sold;

(b) for regulating the carrying on of any
undertaking engaged in essential
wyork, and, in particular, for con-
trolling the charges which may be
made by the undertakers in respect
of the doing of any work by them,

(c) for regulating, restricting or prohibit-
ing the production, importation,
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treatment, keeping, storage, trans-
port, distribution or sale of articles
other than essential articles;

(d) for requiring persons carrying on, or
employed in connection with, any
trade or business specificd in the
order to produce to the authority or
person su specified any books, ac-
counts or other documents relating to
that trade or business, and for re-
quiring any persons to furnish to the
authority or person specified in the
order such estimates or returns as
that Minister considers it desirable
to obtain for the effectual exercise
of any of his powers under para-
graphs (a), (b) and (c) of this sub-
regulation; and

(e) for any incidental and supplementary
matters for which that Minister
thinks it expedient for the purposes
of the order to provide, including, in
particular, the entering and inspec-
tion of premises to which the order
relates by persons authiorised in that
behalf by a Minister, with a view
to securing compliance with the
order.

This measure will deal with the class
of essential goods not covered by the Fede-
ral price-con trolling authority, and to
avoid over-lapping, the State Commis-
sioner will co-operate to the fullest ex-
tent with the Commonwealth body. Natur-
ally much more could be said on the second
reading; hut I am sure members recognise
the need for our getting down to tintaccs.
When we reach the Committee stage-
which I do not propose to attempt to reach
tonight-I shall be in a position to give
any information desired by members. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HOW. J. A. DMITT (M1etropolitan-
Suburban) [9.61]: I hope the Chief Secre-
tary will realise that the few comments I
propose making are intended to be of a
constructive nature. There are certain diffi-
culties in operating a measure of this sort
and I am basing my remarks upon experi-
ences I have gained in my own business.
I hope that in my previous observations I
made it clear that I am completely in accord
with the principle of prevention of profit-
eering. I would like to point out to the
Chief Secretary, however, that all goods
now coming from America have already in-
creased in cost. At the end of last month
merchants landed from a boat called the
"Somerset" thousands of lines mnanufac-
tured in America. They were paid for in

New York at a conversion rate of 4 dollars
166 cents to the pound sterling. A boat
known as the sa.. "Ward," due to arrive at
the end of this week, contains many thous-
ands of articles of United States manufac-
ture, Many are goods similar to those
landed a month ago. The conversion rate
of that shipment will be 4 dollars 2
cents. This exchange drop will mean an
increase of approximately 22 per cent. in
the cost of those goods, plus exchange on the
'lifference-that is, between Australian
currency and sterling-plus increased
freights and increased war risk insurance.
So that all those commodities will
arrive in Western Australia in
about a week's time at a cost some-
where between 25 and 28 per cent.
higher than that which applied to similar
commodities which arrived a mouth ago. A
similar condition will prevail in regard to
goods fromn England, In my particular
business we have had notifications, from five
Eng-lish manufacturers, of price increases
ranging from 10 per cent. to 45 per cent.
When one realises that prices which have
advanced from 10 to 45 per cent, have to
hear an added cost of 251/2 per cent. for
exchange-and duties up to 45 per cent. on
the added costs-

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: And increased
freight and insurance.

Hon. J. A. DIMITT: Yes. In the cir-
cumstances are readily understood that
many goods imported from England will
cost from 50 to 70 per cent, more than
similar goods cost a month ago.

Hon. J. Cornell: But the Commissioner
will take all those facts into consideration.

Hon, J. A. DIM1MITT: I will deal with
that matter shortly. In my business we have
had notifications from eight Australian
manufacturers of increases varying from 10
to 30 per cent. The point I make is that
merchants and shopkeepers here have abso-
lutely no control aver those in creases. 'What
is going to happen when those goods arrive
in Western Australia at the greatly in-
creased prices9 it will not he possible to
sell them at anything except the prevailing
price, which %i1l he the price ruling on the
3 1st August. The alternative facing the
merchant will. be to apply to the Commis-
sioner for permission to increase his prices-
But members wvill realise that there are hun-
dreds, of merchants landing thousands of
lines, so that there will be hundreds of
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thousands of items in respect of which the
merchants will find it necessary to apply for
permission to increase prices.

Hon. J. Cornell: They had to do it in
1914.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I am inclined to
think that the price-fixing commissioner will
be so inundated with applications and so
snowed tinder with requests for price in-
creases that a very long, time will elapse
before lie will be able to grant the necessary
permission. That is the danger I foresee.
If weeks or months pass before the price-
fixing commissioner can deal with these
numerous applications, the merchants will
be compelled to leave the goods for which
they have paid high prices nailed up in the
original eases until such time as permission
to increase prices is obtained. A merchant
would not dare to sell at the old price be-
cause he wvould show a loss and he could not
sell at the new price because it would be an
offence against the Act. I am afraid, there-
fore, that this legislation will break down
of its own weight.

Eon. W. J. Mann: What alternative do
you suggest?

Ron. J. A. DIMMITT: The alternative I
suggest is that the merchant be allowed to
fix his owvn price and let Clause 11 of this
Bill police the Act. Clause 11 states-

The commissioner may at his own discre-
tioni or at the request of any member of the
public, upon good cause shown, and shall,
when required so to do by the Minister, in-
vestigate and report to tbe Minister upon all
or any of the following matters:-

T:he ''following matters'' deal with prices,
quantities, etc. This wvould relieve the
price-fixing commissioner from the need
for fixing prices. He would merely investi-
gate complaints against unduly high pricing
of goods. That is the alternative I suggest
in reply to the question raised by Mr.
Mann.

Hon. L. Craig: He would investigate com-
plaints that prices were too high.

Hon. J. A. fl MAITT: Yes. The sug-
gested process would be reversed.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Otherwise he would
not interfere?

Hon. J. Cornell: That is all right for the
chap that is selling goods.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I would say it
was all right for the chap who was buy-
ing, too. When all is said and done comn-
petition is the best price leveller I know
of, or the commiercial community knows of.

I am glad the Chief Secretary intends to
amend paragraph (b) of Clause 14 to make
better provision as to what constitutes u
reasonable quantity. That is a sound move.
Without that amendment the position
would be anything but satisfactory. The
Chief Secretary may not know that some
of the greatest offenders in the matter
of hoarding are Government departments,
of one or two of which he is in control.

The Chief Secretary: Would you suggest
the Police flepartment or the Educatiob
Department?9

Hon. J. A. DIBMIflT: The departments
may not now be under the control of the
Chief Secretary, hut in the past fortnight
some of them have ordered supplies greatly
in excess of those called for tnder contracts
for the whole of the previous year. The
provision to which I refer will give traders
an opportunity to regulate their sales.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Or call the kettle
]lack.

Hon. JT. A. DIMITT: I trust my re-
marks wvill be borne in mind. When the Bill
is in Committee, I will move certain
amendments to deal with the situations I
have outlined. Meanwhile the measure has
my% support.

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [9.17] : The Bill as it is
drawn seems to mc unworkable. Certain
things have to be prescribed, certain regu-
lations passed, "Government Gazettes" is-
sued, 1)roclamations ijiade, and so many acts
performed that it will be impossible to
bring anyone to book for an offence under
the Act. I have only just received a copy
of the measure, andl have not been able
to go thoroughly into it. From what I have
seen of it, I am satisfied it will be entirely
unworkable. It also contains many flaws,
which the Chief Secretary may be able to
explain.

The Chief Secretary: First of all you
find it unworkable.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I cannot
understand why there should be brought be-
fore ius a Bill almost identical with one that
was rejected last year. In effect, it is the
more objectionable. If a person insults the
office boy of the commissioner, he will he
liable tinder this Bill to six months' im-
prisonment and to a fine of £200. That
provision was contained in the Bill of last
year, but an amendment was made in an-
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other pilace, so that people would not be
rendered liable to a penalty for insulting the
coxunhs.:oner or any of his officers. Should
anyone insult the commissioner referred to
in thi, Bill, he may go to a place far more
important than a concentration camp. Who-
ever come., into contact with any commis-
sioner will undoubtedly insult him should he
hear the remark. In 1919 a very effective
Prices Regulation Act, No. 53, providing
for the regulation of the price of all food-
stuffs and necessary commodities, both whole-
sale and retail, was passed. That measure
stood the test to which it was subjected.
It contained one or two flaws of which the
Crown Law Department was aware. I was
an officer of the department at that time
and had to attend the commission and take
action under the Act. The measure was very
effective, except for one little flaw, which is
repeated time and again in the Bill before
uis. As this legislation is so urgent, it is
a pity not to adopt the law of 1919. That
gave practically everything required, and did
not contain matters that this House has
found so objectionable. It seems that in
the Bill before us rents ean be included, al-
though they are not mentioned.

The Chief Secretary: They are dealt with
in a separate Bill.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: In the event
of' that Bill not going through, the matter
may he dealt wvith in this one. The measure
before uis will apply to all goods, wves or
merchandise, or services rendered to the pub-
lic, or other things which by proclamation
are declared to be commodities to which the
Act applies. I do not know whether a
hou~e is a commodity. I assume members
of the Government know about the Act of
1919. Under that measure nothing except
foodstuffs and nveesary commodities was
referred to. f doubt whether 'necessaryv
vonmnodities within the meaning of the Act"
would cover rent.

Hon. J1. Cornell; There were not so ninny
motor ears in those days either.

Hon. R. S. AV. PARKER: I do not know
that it is necessary to fix the price of motor
v!ars. I shall not oppose the second reading
of the measure. The Chief Secretary sur-
prised me when he said that profiteering
wvas being indulged in now. I have made
inquiries and have been unable to ascertain
that anyone was profiteering. That speaks
well for the loyalty of the people at large.

Hon. G. Fraser: There were one or two
serious attempts.

Hon. II. S. WV. PARKER: I have not
heard of them.

The Chief Secretary: In paper, for in-
stance.

Hon. 1H. S. W. PARKER: Not an ounce
of paper is made in this State. What could
this Bill do in regard to profiteering over-
seas? If members know of any instance
of profiteering it is their bounden duty to
make it public, and thus show their loyalty
to their country. In these circumstances,
no one is more disloyal than is the profiteer.
If members know of such cams, they should
inform the House and invoke our aid. There
is no need to hide the names of such pro-
fiteers. We should blazon them forth. Some-
times we hear whispers that so-and-so is
profiteering, but on investigation this is
found to be incorrect. Many commodities
have gone up in price, and must do so. The
greatest profiteer at present is the gold
miner, who is receiving an extra Sd. per
shift owing to wvar causes having sent up
the pt-ice of gold. I know of nothing that
tends to rectify' that anomaly. Half the
extra price of gold is being taken by the
Federal Government in the form of a tax.
This means that 50 per cent, of the in-
creased price is being taken by the Federal
authorities.

Hon. S. Cornell: How much has wool
gone up?

Hon. H. S W. PARKER: The miller
obtains his increase as if the companies
were getting the full price for their gold,
irrespective of the fact that through the war
the cost of mining has increased consider-
ably by reason of the increased cost of
overseas coimnodities required for the lro-
duction of gold.

Ron. G. Fraser: The lawv of the Ian 1

gives the miner that increase.
lion. H. S. W. PARKER: Yes, but the

Government is asking for the passing of a
law to prevent profiteering, and I am ask-
ing for this other p~oint to be included.

The Chief Secretary: You are not quite
correct in your statement.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I have no wish
to say anything that is incorrect, but that is
the way I read the Bill. Perhaps the Chief
Secretary wvill correct me if I am wrong.

Ron. L. Craig: The price of gold is based]
on the London price.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I agree that
profiteenz of every description should be
stopped, whenever possible, and I will do
anything- I can do to assist the Gove'rnment
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to that cud. I trust that the Government
in turn will endeavour to keel) down the
price of commodities, and will not allow
departments to hoard commodities, as we are
told they are doing.

The Chief Secretary: You should not be-
liev-e everything you hear.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I have heard
outside this Chamber that the greatest hoard-
ers are Government departments that are
buying up commodities.

Hon. 3. It. Macfarlane: I do not blame
them.

Ron. H. S. W. PARKER: Within reason
it is the duty of the departments to pur-
thase the commodities they require, but will
the Government apply this Bill to public
utilities and State trading concerns?

The Chief Secretary: Can you not trust
the Government to do the right thing?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: It shouldI
apply to all State trading concerns. Unless
it does so, I fear that perhaps members of
the Government will not appreciate to tb-
full the significance of what traders have t
put up with.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [9.28]: 1
have a few remarks to offer on this impor-
tant Bill. The world has just commenced
a great struggle and no one knows how long
it will last, or what its effect will be. We
can only judge what is likely to occur from.
what happened during the previous wvar.
We know that profiteering occurred the,,.
Prevention is better than cure. It is wiser
to prevent prices from rising than to
endeavour to bring them down when they
have gone up. That is why I an'
pleased the Government has introduced
this measure, for by means of it
we may be able to keep) prices where
they are or as near to that as possible
I realise how very' difficult that will be; but
if a commissioner is set up to deal with
price fixation, his duoty' will be to take into
consideration all the applicable factors. I
believe every member of this House appre-
ciates that the commissioner appointed will
act, as every' such officer in the past has
acted, so as to be fair to all concerned.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: He will have to
live up to the requirements of the Act.

Ron. T. MOORE: Yes, and be fair. Do
not let us raise bogeys about what are really
little matters. There is one important
phase to be taken into consideration. Before

the present war is terminated we shall have
to call upon a large number of men to give
up their excellent salaries and put up with
low rates of wages. That is what is hap-
pening even to-day. Has that aspect been
mentioned9 On the other band, we are
afraid that someone who is dealing in goods
and is likely to do pretty well out of the
business, may not get every little bit to
which he is entitled. Bigger factors than
that have to be considered. Many of our
men will be drawn from their present means
of livelihood and will have to give up ever
so much more. They will have to run all
the risks that war entails. We must see to
it that their wives and families are not the
victims of profiteering We should con-
cern ourselves with matters of that descrip-
tion, and not become so agitated regarding
the interests of some little merchants who
may be called upon to make minute sacri-
fices before we emerge from the present
war. Mr. Dimiuitt's argument fell very
short of my point of view. His idea was
to allow merchants to sell their goods at
what rates they thought fit, and if any cus-
tomer were overcharged he could apply for
a refund. Does not Mr. Dixnmitt appreciate
how that would conflict with the Federal
provision? Such an arrangement would
mean that the commissioner would have to
act in one way under the State legislation,
and adopt quite another course under the
Federal law. I have had a lengthy ex-
perience in public life, and I am sure that
the Government will act fairly. All will
depend upon the good sense of tbe comn-
missioner, and I believe the Government will
select a man possessing the necessary qua~l-
cations to enable him adequately to fill the
post. A man of that description will see
to it that injustice is done to no one. When
wve get down to bedrock, we nust appre-
ciate the fact that we are always afraid of
what is likely to happen, that someone may
be appointed to a position in which he
will not act fairly. Why cannot members
realise that under our democratic system we
have to put trust in the man appointed to
do the job? I am perfectly certain that the
officer selected will act fairly, and as
promptly as possible, in order that prices
may be kept down to a reasonable basis
and not be permitted to increase unduly.

Hon. J. It. Macfarlane: But prices can-
not be kept down. They arc increasing
every day-
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Hon. T. -MOORE: I emphasised that the
commissioner would keep prices down as
much as possible. Naturally prices will in-
crease, particularly those applying to goods
from overseas. No commissioner would at-
tempt to keep such prices down. To
attempt to do so would stifle trade
altogether.

Hon. J1. 31. Macfarlane: We would have
another depression.

Hon. T. MOORE: Such an action would
be absolutely ridiculous. On the other
hand, I do not want the iessons gained dur-
ig. the past war to he ignored completely.

Unfortunately, in every walk of life there
are those who, when they see an opportunity
to make money, are only too ready to avail
themselves of the advantage. That is what
we must prevent. That is why the Bill has
been introduced. I appeal to the good sense
of members to consider the measure as it
stands, and not raise small bogeys. We are
up against a very stiff proposition, particu-
larly when we view it in the light of what
happened during the Great War. The pre-
sent hostilities represent a greater calamity
than that which we had to face in 1914 and
the succeeding four years. When we are
apt to take a selfish view regarding the little
things that may happen to us, I urge mem-
bers to concentrate on the much greater issue
of what is to happen to the great bulk of
our people. After all, it will be the people
who will have to give up a tremendous lot
while the present struggle lasts. We must
conserve their interests. Do not let us worry
about the small sacrifices that others may
have to make in their respective spheres. I
support the second reading of the Bill.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [9.351: In
offering a few remarks on the Bilk, the
second reading of which I shall support,
I desire to emphasise that price-fixing is
one of the small phases of the struggle con-
fronting the State. I rather regret the
facetious remarks of Mr. Parker, and I do
not think he meant half what he said.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: What do you
mean?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I refer to the hon.
member's selection of little details of the
Bill which, after all, can be dealt with dur-
ing the Committee stage.

lion. H. S. W. Parker: You will he more
astounded when you read the Bill.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am discussing the
principle underlying price-fixing and the
necessity for it. Whether adequate pro-
vision has been made in the Hill is a matter
to be ascertained when considering the Bill
in Committee. I was astounded to hear
certain remarks regarding the element of
danger likely to arise from undue injuries
inflicted upon the mercantile section of the
community. The Bill represents an entirely
better proposition than the Fedairal Act
under which the Commonwealth adopts an
attitude worthy of Hitler or Mussolini and
says to the States, "You must do this."
Tasmania has fallen into line, but in this
State Parliament has been asked to mould
the price-fixing machinery. The major
phase of the struggle with which we are
confronted is what I desire to emphasise.
In the Great 'War man-power was the main
consideration. If any member has followed
the history of Germany during the last 10
years, he must conclude that man-power will
again he the deciding factor in the present
war. What sacrifices are wve to ask men to
make? Tonight we have seen members, in
fear and trembling, commenting upon the
possibility of traders being interfered with
by price-fixation. They will say to the
younger members of the cormmunity,
"You must shoulder a gun to preserve

our liberties." That is the phase to which
I have regard. Thousands of men in this
State will be required to give up wages,
home-life and all they hold dear, and will
willingly do so, in order to take up arms
to preserve the liberties we now enjoy.
That is where the great sacrifice wilt be
made. As one who had the experience him-
self in 1914-18 and even since the Great
War, I assert that in many instances those
who made the sacrifice in the earlier confla-
gration have had a very raw deal. That
section of the community has no hesitation
in saying that if the man power of this
country is to be Conscripted, so must be the
wealth and material advantages others en-
joy. That is the consensus of opinion of
the Returned Soldiers' League of Australia.
All sacrifices must be on an equal basis. If
men are asked to bear arms and give up all
in defence of liberty, others must share
equally in the sacrifice. That is the point
of view to which I subscribe, and I trust
that members generally will take the longer
view and in the present instance they will
trust-the administration must be sympath-
etic-the man on whom will be imposed the
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duty of determining what is a fair price for
any particular commodity.

The suggestion advanced by Mr. Dimmitt,
that the traders themselves should exercise
that power and that those who depart from
what is right and fair should be brought to
book, carries no weight with me. That is
what happened in Australia during the
previous wvar. At that time it was a case
of "Go for your life and devil take the
hindermost." The only ones to derive any
benefit from that war were those who sup-
plied the requirements of the commuunity
in general. The principle involved in price-
fixing is that machinery shall be set up to
ensure that there shall be equality of sacri-
tlee in relation to the sale and purchase of
goods. That is what is behind the introduc-
tion of the Bill. Without more ado, I sup-
port the second reading, but I throw out
this warning that unless safeguards are pro-
vided in the interests of those bearing arms
in the present wvar, so that the lessons
learnt during the Great War may not have
been forgotten, there is an organisation in
the Commonwealth that will raise in the
minds of young men prepared to enlist,' the
suggestion that they shall think hard and
long before doing so.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: You do not sug-
gest that anyone would do that?

Hon. J. CORNELL: T do. The statement
has been made authoritatively that there is
a job to be done. We must see to it that
wrong is righted and ensure that there shall
be no inequality of sacrifice imposed upon
the oen who may be asked to accept the
maijor risks. We should mould our ideas
and direct all our efforts in directions that
will not militate against the interests of
tho*e constituting the main factor in the
decision of the issues conf routing the nation,
the man-power that alone will secure victory.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.45 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and road prayers.

QUESTION-TRAFFIC ACT.
W~aggons and Trailers, icense Fees, etc.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that a number of
farmers now transport their produce and
superphosphate either bn farm waggons or
on pneumatic-tyred trailers which are drawn
by tractors on the roads leading to the
sidings? 2, Is he aware that the annual
license fee on a horse-drawn farmer's wag-
gon for example (a) with 4-inch tyres to
carry up to 4 tons is £1 9s. and (b) with
5-inch tyres to carry up to 7 tons is £2 10s.,
while the liennse fees on such waggons used
as trailers behind pneumatic-tyred tractors
are Stated to be £12 3s. and £25 13s., re-
spectively, to which must be added the
license for the tractor, which of 60 power
weights and at a farmer's half rate costs a
further £7 10s.? 3, Is it not a fact that
there is comparntively little difference be-
tween the damage done to a road by a wag-
gon drawn by horses and the samne wvaggon
drawn by a pneumnatic-tyred tractor? 4, Is
he aware that the license fee for a pneu-
inatic-tyred trailer to carry 4 tons is at
farmer's reduced rate £6 15s. a year? 5, As
both types of vehicle when drawn by trac-
tors are used only for short periods of the
year, and in view of the great disparity in
license fees, and the number of farms on
which tractors have displaced horses, will he
agree to a substantial reduction of the fees
and amend the Traffic Act this session in
order that such reduction may be effected?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The proportion of this class of traffic is
relatively Small. 2, The figures £1 9s. and £2
10'. should be £1 and £1 15s., being farmers'
vehicles, 3, Yes. 4, Yes. 5, The subject
is receiving consideration.


